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ABSTRACT

Key to this study is the history of Makgabeng, mainly focusing on creation of
rural communal identities in that area. Defining identity will be an important
aspect for this study in which a deduction will be made on how the
Makgabeng communities viewed themselves and were also viewed by
those outside their area. The various aspects which shaped and led them to

view themselves and be viewed that way over time will all be explained.
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The history of Makgabeng was never included in the mainstream just like
the history of most of the previously marginalised communities in South
Africa. The early history of such communities was documented by
Europeans, while those communities did not participate in the production of
their own histories and the history of South Africa in general. The history of
indigenous communities has been told from the other people’s perspectives
resulting in huge gaps as well as distorted, prejudiced and subjective
accounts of the past. The past of these indigenous communities was mostly
preserved in oral traditions and oral history. Therefore, one of the principal
aims of this study is to work towards filling the gaps as well as attempting to
rectify distortions and myths prevailing in the current texts which were made

by authors alien to the indigenous people.

PREFACE

This thesis deals with the history of the Makgabeng area with the main

focus on creation of rural communal identities.

In Chapter 1, the name, “Makgabeng, is introduced and traced”. Its meaning
is interpreted from various sources. Again, in this introductory chapter, the
aims, objectives and focus of the study are unpacked. The methodology
applied in the study is explained in detail in this chapter while the structural
layout is also elaborated. Then the use of sources is discussed as well as

the historiographical background of the field of study.
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Chapter 2 deals with the theoretic framework in which the salient theoretical
aspects of particular importance and relevance to identity in secondary
sources, such as debates by various schools of thought on the origin and
definition of the concept of communal identity creation, will be discussed. All
the theoretical aspects will be applied and interpreted in the subsequent

chapters as cross-references.

In Chapter 3, the earliest environmental conditions in the Makgabeng area
are discussed and how they affected identities during the earliest
occupation of that area. This chapter will trace the earliest occupants of the
Makgabeng area, and how their identities were shaped by the environment
they lived in. The topography, climate, flora and fauna of the area will be
discussed and put into a historical perspactive and their impact on identity

creation in that area will be looked into.

Chapter 4 deals with the political changes brought by European travellers,
missionaries, Boers and the British in the Makgabeng area. The impact of
Mfecane/Difagane on the political identities in the Makgabeng area will be

investigated.

In Chapter 5, the changes in religion, social customs, health and education

in the Makgabeng area will be looked into in the light of the successive
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occupants of the area over time. These changes will be traced from the

1850’s.

Chapter 6 will focus on land issues in the Makgabeng area since the 1800’s.

This will be about land and all its aspects and implications.

Chapter 7 deals with migrant labour, trade and technology. The origin of
labour migrancy in Makgabeng will be investigated as well as the impact of
the mineral revolution on Makgabeng and the consequences of the migrant

labour system.

Chapter 8 is about Makgabeng identities today in which the present

identities are looked into against the fact that they had been created from as

early as the first human inhabited that area.
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