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Abstract 

 

The study deals with the socio-economic impact of land restoration on the Masha 

Community. Members of Masha Community opted to relocate to their ancestral 

land, Kalkfontein, which they successfully reclaimed in the year 2000. The study 

interrogates if the restoration of land to the Community has made any positive 

impact on their social and economic well being. It focuses on the key challenges 

posed by land restoration to both the Community and the different spheres of 

government. It also deals with the challenges of leadership among the Masha 

Community which are threatening the attainment of developmental goals at 

Kalkfontion. The study concludes by making some concrete proposals and 

recommendations on how the State, the Community and various developmental 

agencies could resolve the problems faced by Communities such as the Masha 

after their land has been restored.  
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CHAPTER 1: BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 


 


1.1 Introduction 


 


The study presents the case of a successful land claim of the Bakone Ba 


Masha Makopele Community in South Africa’s land reform programme. The 


successful restoration of the land brought joy to the Community as a whole 


after they had been forcefully removed from their land due to past racial land 


policies which prevented black people from owning lands. The restoration 


prompted the people who were scattered around different Provinces due to 


forceful removal to return back to their ancestral land. Currently, the number 


of claimants who have relocated to the land is approximately 200, but 


according to members of the Masha Communal Property Association, the 


number is gradually increasing (CPA Constitution: Masha Community 


interview with members of the Masha CPA, 18/11/2006) 


 


The handover of land by Government to Masha Community raised more 


expectations as some of the Community members left their “current home” 


with expectations of a better life such as access to essential services like 


water, housing, schools, sanitation and so forth (Mulaudzi, 2002:18). This 


study seeks to interrogate the socio-economic impact of restoration to those 


people who opted to go back permanently to settle on the land. The history of 


land reform programme in other Countries has shown that governments do 


not easily provide essential services or give adequate thought to assisting 


claimants to develop their ancestral land. 


 


It is against this background that the study seeks to investigate if restoration 


of land to Masha Community has made a positive impact on the social 


economic well being of Masha Community. 
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1.2 Historical background of the Masha Community 


 


The Masha were a community on the periphery of the Pedi Kingdom and had 


occupied land in the Steelpoort Valley for at least 100 years before their 


forced removal in 1947. In the 1920’s, they were led by the chieftainess 


Magosebo, a daughter of Sekhukhune II. She was succeeded by her son, 


Petrus Mokopole Masha. From the 1920’s the Community on Kalkfontein paid 


rent to the Lydenberg Platinum Areas Company, but in 1943 the company 


sold the farm to a local farmer called Martin Nieuwenhuize who told the 


Masha to work for him and threatened to throw them off the land if they 


refused. The Masha, however, would not recognize Nieuwenhuize’s rights to 


their land and committed themselves to fight against the destruction of their 


independence (Mulaudzi & Schirmer, 2007:221). 


 


Due to the past laws which prevented blacks to own land, the Masha 


Community lost their battle and as a result they were finally evicted from 


Kalkfontein on 18 August 1947. This however did not stop them from 


continuing the struggle for their land (Mulaudzi & Schirmer, 2007:222). 


 


The eviction resulted in the Masha Community relocating to different places 


across South Africa and some even went as far as North West, Northern 


Cape and the Western Cape. The majority of them relocated to the farm 


Strydkraal in the district of Sekhukhune land in present day Limpopo 


Province. According to oral sources, prior to the removal from Kalkfontein 


farm, the Cmmunity and their leaders “lived in peace”. The farm is also said to 


have been very fertile, and according to reliable sources in the Community, it 


produced very good crops such as sorghum, beans, maize and wheat. These 


farming activities formed the backbone of socio-economic existence of the 


community (African EPA, 2003:1). 
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In terms of the Restitution of Land Rights Act, No. 22 of 1994, a significant 


number of land claims were lodged by individuals and communities that had 


been dispossessed of their land and some of those land rights were 


subsequently restored. In many cases, individuals and communities that had 


their land rights restored opted to resettle on their historical land with the aim 


of achieving sustainable permanent residence through the development of 


various business initiatives such as agriculture and tourism or housing.  


 


The Masha community lodged their land claim with the Mpumalanga Regional 


Land Claims Commission before the cut-off date of 1998. In the year 2000, 


the Masha community together with the Mpumalanga Regional Land Claims 


Commission celebrated the successful restoration of their land rights to their 


ancestral farm Kalkfontein, which is 3441.06 (Three Thousand Four Hundred 


Forty One and Six) hectares in size (Kalkfontein: KRP 12317). The restoration 


of land was welcomed by the claimants who saw it as a means to bring about 


development among them by the South African government. However, there 


has been very little in terms of development in the area since the land was 


restored 


 


According to Mulaudzi (2002:104), restoration comes with many difficult 


challenges, and one of them is to develop the land. He further indicates that 


those who have reoccupied their land through the land restitution programme 


have to contend with the realization that restoration does not often translate to 


development. It is for this reason that the researcher is undertaking this study 


to assess the socio-economic impact of land restoration on the Masha 


community. 


 


The research is structured as follows: Chapter 1 outlines the brief history of 


Bakone Ba Masha Makopole Community on how they were dispossessed of 


their land.  Chapter 2 looks at the overview of land reform-country perspective 


in the following countries: Namibia, Zimbabwe and South Africa. The Chapter 
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also highlights some international lessons on land reform programmes. 


Chapter 3 introduces the readers to the research methodology used to 


conduct the study whilst Chapter 4 covers the data presentation, interpretation 


and analysis. Lastly Chapter 5 introduces the reader to conclusions and 


recommendations of the study. 


 


1.3.  Problem statement 


 


Land reform was introduced by South Africa’s government to address, among 


other things, poverty and improve livelihoods for previously marginalized 


sectors of society. However the extent to which land reform efforts are 


currently achieving poverty reduction and livelihood improvement is 


debatable. De Villers, 2003:142 argues that land reform in rural areas cannot 


succeed without addressing general development and the provision of 


governmental services within such areas. While the task may seem daunting, 


the mere hand-over of land without a proper vision, plan for implementation or 


government support presents many challenges. It is not surprising of lately 


that there is a great concern from the land reform beneficiaries, non 


governmental organization, civil society and so on regarding the lack of 


support by the three spheres of government such as national, provincial and 


local government. The government has admitted that, support to land reform 


beneficiaries through settlement planning grant, restitution discretionary grant 


and other forms may be insufficient. This was also emphasized by the then 


Minister T. Didiza in her opening speech during the National Land Summit, 


2005. She stated that “to ensure that land and agrarian reform move to the 


new trajectory that will contribute to the high path of growth, employment and 


equity by 2014, the following should be done, among other things, introduce a 


comprehensive support package for the new owners (including agriculture: 


financing, infrastructure, technology transfer, extension and support for land 


reform projects such as water rights, housing, education, health and so on). 


She further alluded to the fact that strengthening cooperation between the 
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three spheres of government will also enhance proper support to the land 


reform beneficiaries.   


 


1.4.  Motivation for the study 


 


The researcher opted to carry this study because he was part of the team that 


facilitated the restoration of Masha Community to Kalkfontein farm. There is a 


need to seek answers that will contribute towards the development of the 


Masha claimants who have opted to relocate to their ancestral land. Since the 


introduction of a post settlement support unit to the land reform programme in 


2000, the Unit, which is in the Chief Land Claims Commission’s office, has yet 


to develop a policy regarding post settlement implementation, especially to 


those people who have opted for land restoration. There is no coherent or 


sufficient national land use policy that could guide the actions of specific 


departments or levels of government in dealing with problems experienced by 


new landowners. This has resulted in poor coordination of resources by the 


three tiers of government as well as development agencies which are 


supposed to be channeled to the restitution beneficiaries. The media has 


been critical of challenges facing restitution beneficiaries who have opted for 


land restoration. Amongst others, the media is raising the lack of support by 


government, parastatals, and other relevant land reform stakeholders to the 


claimants who have relocated to the restored land. According to the  


information provided by a member of Masha Communal Property Association 


and Mpumalanga Regional Land Claims Commission, there are only 200 


claimants out of 1200 Masha claimants who have relocated to the restored 


land since the start of relocation in the year 2003. This research,  will have the 


potential of influencing policy practitioners during the development of post 


settlement policy and the findings drawn from this study will as well be 


forwarded to the Department of Land Affairs for consideration. The findings 


will as well assist the land reform practitioners to improve in the 


implementation of the land restitution projects where rural communities have 
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opted for restoration. In cases where the department is implementing a similar 


restitution projects, it will use the lessons or findings drawn from this study to 


improve the process of implementation.  


 


1.5  Aim of the study 


 


The aim of the study is to investigate the impact of resettlement on the newly 


acquired land by Masha community as a form of land restitution and also 


investigate the meaning of land restoration to the claimants. It was envisaged 


that this study will provide valuable information for decision-making about post 


settlement support required by each project in order to empower beneficiaries 


to use land in a productive and sustainable manner 


 


1.6 Objectives of the study 


 


The specific objectives of the study are as follows: 


 


a) To examine the current situation regarding social, economic, cultural 


and livelihoods within Masha community; 


b) To investigate the nature of support provided to the community by the 


government and other relevant agencies tasked with the responsibility; 


c) To understand the factors that resulted in most claimants choosing not 


to relocate to the land; 


d) To understand the internal running of the CPA ; and 


e) To make recommendations in terms of what could be done to improve 


the socio-economic status quo. 
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1.7 Research questions 


 


The study will specifically seek to answer the questions below. The questions 


will also serve as a guiding tool to ensure that the study remains focused on 


the issues at stake. 


 


a) What is the status quo since the community relocated to the newly 


restored land? 


b) What are the socio-economic problems that are being experienced by the 


claimants on the restored land? 


c) Why did so few of the claimants choose to re-locate? 


d) What ownership rights do claimants who chose not to relocate have on the 


newly restored land? 


e) Is there any support provided to the claimants who have relocated to the 


newly acquired land? 


f) What are the socio-economic benefits that are being enjoyed by the 


claimants on the restored land? 


g) What are the livelihood strategies in place? 


h) What are the lessons that could be drawn from the Masha community who 


have relocated to Kalkfontein? 
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1. 8 Definition of Concepts 


 


1.8.1 Land restitution 


The White Paper on South African Policy (1998:49) defines land restitution as 


a process of restoring land to people dispossessed of property after 19 June 


1913 as a result of past racially discriminatory laws or practices and provides 


support to the process of development. 


 


1.8.2 Land restoration 


The Restitution of Land Rights Act (1994:9) defines land restoration as the 


return of a right in land or a portion of land dispossessed after 19 June 1913 


as a result of past racially discriminatory laws or practices. In this case 


Kalkfontein farm was restored back to the former owner, Masha community. 


 


1.8.3 Black spots 


The White Paper on South African Policy (1998:3) defines black spots as the 


areas where Africans lived and held land in freehold. This and the fact that 


most freehold areas formed islands surrounded by white owned farms was 


sufficient cause for these areas to be designated as “black spots”  


 


1.8.4 Claimant  


The Restitution of Land Rights Act (1994:6) defines a claimant as any person 


who has lodged a claim. In this study, a claimant will be referred to as a 


person who has lodged a land claim with the Land Claims Commission and 


was awarded his or her land back.  


 


1.8.5 Community 


A community is a social group of organisms sharing an environment, normally 


with shared interest (Smith, 2001:4). In this study, Masha Community is no 


longer a claimant but land owners. 
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1.8.6 Communal Property Association 


The Communal Property Association Act (1996:1) defines communal property 


association as an entity that orders, holds and manages property on a basis 


agreed to by members of a community in terms of a written constitution. In 


this case the community formed Masha Communal Property Association to 


manage the affairs of the land on their behalf. 


 


1.8.7 Relocation vs Resettlement 


In this study relocation means movement of a person from one region to 


another whereas resettlement means transportation of people (as family) to a 


new settlement. These two terms in this study will be used interchangeably as 


there are similarities between them. 


 


1.8.8 Development 


Development is defined as the advancement of the management and use of 


natural resources to satisfy human needs and improve the quality of human 


life. For development to be sustainable it must take account of social and 


ecological factors, as well as economic ones, of the living and non living 


resource base, and long term and short term advantages and disadvantages 


of alternative actions, www.for.gov.bc.ca/hfd/library/documents/glosary/D.htm.  


 


1.8.9 Sustainable development 


Sustainable development means different things to different people, but the 


most frequently definition is from the report Our Common Future (also known 


as the Brundland Report) which says that Sustainable development is 


development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the 


ability of future generations to meet their own needs.  


 


 


 


 



http://www.for.gov.bc.ca/hfd/library/documents/gloaary/D.htm
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1.8.10 Land use 


The way land is developed and used in terms of the types of activities allowed 


(agriculture, residences, industries, etc.) and the size of buildings and 


structures permitted, www.soil.ncsu.edu/publications/BMPs/glossary.html. 


 


1.8.11 Capacity development 


Is the process by which individuals, groups, organizations and countries 


develop, enhance and organize their systems, resources and knowledge, all 


reflect in their abilities, individually and collectively, to perform functions, solve 


problems and set and achieve strengthening  (World Bank, 1995). 


 


 


 


 



http://www.soil.ncsu.edu/publications/BMPs/glossary.html
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1.9 Significance of the study 


 


The findings of the study will help various land reform role players such as 


Municipalities, Mpumalanga Local Government and as well as Mpumalanga 


Land Claims Commission, to gain insight and knowledge pertaining to socio-


economic aspects experienced by the Masha claimants who are residing on 


the newly acquired land. The findings will also contribute to social research in 


terms of generating knowledge and act as a basis for future research on land 


reform. The study will also be of great benefit to the Community as it deals 


with what land restoration means to different factions within the Community, 


i.e. those who chose to relocate and those who decided not to relocate. 
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CHAPTER 2: OVERVIEW OF LAND REFORM IN AFRICA: COUNTRY 


PERSPECTIVE 


 


2.1 Introduction 


The thrust of the chapter is to review the rationale for land restoration 


initiatives in South Africa and other countries, to examine how the process 


was carried out and more particularly, to investigate the social and economic 


impact of the restoration of land to their rightful claimants. The review 


presents the experiences of not just South Africa but other African countries 


such as Namibia and Zimbabwe. 


 


2.2 Land reform in South Africa 


The main objectives in South African land reform programme are to:  


 


 redress the injustice of apartheid; 


 foster national reconciliation and stability; 


 underpin economic growth; and  


 improve household welfare and alleviate poverty (White paper, 


1998:10)  


 


Land dispossession during the colonial era and decades of apartheid rule 


produced a highly unequal pattern of land ownership and widespread rural 


poverty in South Africa. The democratically elected government that came 


into power in 1994 adopted a land reform programme to address the 


problems inherited from the past and the challenges of development in rural 


areas. One of the pieces of legislation that the new government promulgated 


was the Restitution Act No 22 of 1994. The main aim of the Act is to provide 


for the restitution of land rights to persons or communities dispossessed after 


19 June 1913 as a result of past racial discriminatory laws or practices. 
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Restitution is anchored in Chapter 2 Sections 25 (property clause) of the 


Constitution Act 108 of 1996. It is the commitment of the new government to 


reverse the effects of colonialism and apartheid.  The White Paper on South 


African Land Policy covers the three legs of land reform programmes, namely, 


Land Tenure, Land Redistribution and as well as the Land Restitution. For the 


purpose of this study, land restitution programme will be thoroughly explained 


while the other two will not be discussed. Restitution programme also aims to 


restore land to those people who were displaced as a consequence of such 


acts as the Native Land Act of 1913, and the Native Trust and Land Act of 


1936.  


 


Black households who owned land outside the reserves were initially 


exempted from the provisions under the 1913 Act. However, from the 1950’s 


until the 1980’s these households or ‘black spots’, as the then government 


referred them, were subjected to forced removals (White Paper, 1998:9). This 


programme only considers those communities that can prove that they were 


forcibly removed after 19th June 1913. A land Claims Court and Commission 


that was established under the Restitution of Land Rights Act, 22 of 1994, is 


the institution responsible for adjudicating these claims. 


 


In terms of the Restitution Act, a significant number of land claims were 


lodged by individuals and communities that had been dispossessed of their 


land and some of these land rights were subsequently restored. In many 


cases, individuals and communities that had their land restored opted to 


resettle on their historical land with the aim of achieving sustainable 


permanent residence through the development of various business initiatives 


such as agriculture and tourism or housing developments. In other cases 


however, the land claimants opted for financial compensation rather than 


settling back on their land. 
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In situation where land claimants opted to resettle on land that was restored to 


them and engage in development activities, these individuals and 


communities formalized their intentions in business plans that formed part of 


their land acquisition packages. In other cases, these land claimants adopted 


their development aims to the main objectives of the legal entities that they 


established as vehicles for their land tenure (Community Agency for Social 


Enquiry, 2006:7) 


 


According to Statistics South Africa (1997:20), the number of rural households 


who were forcefully removed from their land since 1913 are estimated to be 


142 000. As a result of the Group Areas Act, more than 3,5 million people 


were dispossessed of their land in the period 1960 to 1982, leaving 80% of 


land ownership in the hands of the 20% white minority population. 


 


The South African government has celebrated many cases of land restitution 


all over the nine provinces. According to Mckenzie (1998:2) the first case of 


land restitution in South Africa was celebrated in the Western Cape whereby 


the farm Riemvasmaak was being returned to its legitimate claimants. During 


the ceremony, the then Minister of Land Affairs, Derek Hanekom, correctly 


stated that restitution is more than getting land back. It also involves resettling 


people, providing infrastructure, sustainable development, economic 


development and community institution (Hanekom, 1994). 


 


Mckenzie (1998:10) argues that many South African restitution claimants are 


reluctant to relocate to their restored land immediately. The reason could be 


that there is usually no infrastructure and social services. This was also 


observed in the case study of Riemvasmaak where by June 1995, out of 264 


families only 96 families relocated and a further 168 were still expected. 


During the case study one claimant quoted that “When I got back to the 


restored land, it was quite an experience because people complained of 


gastro, there was clearly no medication and it looked like the water was a 
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problem. People had no income, there was no shop, no transport, and people 


were cut off because the army had removed the communication infrastructure. 


I think it was a crisis” (Mckenzie, 1998:10). 


 


Since 1994, in addition to various policy documents, amendments have been 


made to the legislation to provide a framework for a speedy land reform 


process. “However, there are serious shortfalls in meeting targets and in 


improving the lives of those who have gained access to land through the land 


reform programme” (Meer, 1999: 73). The Department of Land Affair’s Quality 


of Life Report (1998:9) noted that there has been very little improvement in 


the lives of communities within land reform projects. In some cases, 


communities were found to be worse off in terms of access to basic services 


such as water, electricity, sanitation, health care and education facilities on 


the new land as compared to their previous settlements. They have seen little 


improvement in incomes (Meer, 1999: 74) 


 


The pace of South African land reform is viewed as slow. Some academics 


had even gone to an extent of questioning whether the Presidential deadline 


of December 2005 of finalising the outstanding land restitution claims is 


realistic. But, in his state of nation address on the 11th of February 2005, the 


President acknowledged the challenges facing land reform practitioners, and 


he further added three more years to finalise the outstanding claims, which 


means the new deadline for finalising all the restitution claims is 2008. 


 


It should be noted though that the South African government is not the only 


one to be criticized for the slow delivery of land reform. In Zimbabwe, from 


1982 targets of 160 000 households to be resettled on a 9 million hectares of 


land, 46 percent of the target has been attained for households and 39 


percent for hectares allocated (Adams 2000:1). Further more, a total of 2, 9 


million hectares has been acquired from Large-Scale Commercial farmers for 


redistribution. This is 17% of the redistribution in 1980 (Adams: 2000:2). 
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This slow rate of resettlement could be attributed to the same challenges 


facing the South African government such as budgetary constraints and a 


limited capacity to implement the land reform programme. It should be noted 


however, that the Zimbabwean land reform process by then was considered 


to be far much better in terms of land redistribution as compared to the South 


African. 


 


Hall and Lahiff (2004:4), conclude that the South African Land reform target 


set by the government to transfer 30% of agricultural land by 2015 now 


requires an average annual transfer of 2.1 million hectares across all aspects 


of land reform, almost exactly the total amount transferred through the entire 


eight years of the programme up to 2003. 


 


Redistribution of land is widely seen as having the potential to significantly 


improve the livelihoods of the rural poor and contribute toward economic 


development. Several years into the transition to democracy, however, the 


underlying problems of landlessness and insecure land rights remain largely 


unresolved (Jacobs et al. 2003: 8). 


 


It is worth mentioning that the majority of successful land reform cases in 


South Africa are those involving the acquisition of “going concerns” not the 


resettlement ones where beneficiaries opted to go back to their ancestral land 


to start a new life. De Villiers & Van den Berg (2006:5-67) highlighted seven 


successful land reform case studies in South Africa as Zebedieala Citrus 


Estate; Makuleke National Park; Giba Banana Plantation; Stentor Sugar Cane 


Plantation; Coromanadel Diary Farm; Winola Park Vinery and African Flower 


Exporters. The majority of the above-mentioned projects were restored as 


viable commercial enterprises. This is an indication that the successful 


resettlement cases, if they are there, are few and far between.  
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A study commissioned by the Department of Land Affairs, 2006:100 - 102 has 


found the following distortions, among other things, as key to the lack of 


development on the restored land: 


 


 Conflict within communities; within community leadership structures or 


between communities and their leadership structure is repeatedly 


underming development in 34% of projects. In addition, approximately 


20% of communities reported, “extremely negative” relationships with 


the relevant Regional Land Claims Offices. In approximately six 


percent of the assessed projects, lack of capacity in the relevant 


municipality offices was listed as a contributing factor contributing to 


lack of development. 


 


 The study further indicted that, the approximately 90% of the projects 


assessed in Mpumalanga province show no co-ordination or co-


operation amongst government department existed. But this is not 


unique to Mpumalanga province, as it occurs in other provinces. 


However, Provinces such as Limpopo show a different story as it was 


recently cited by the report as having good co-ordination between the 


level of government and other stakeholder involvement and at the level 


of attainment of development aims. 


 


 The report further highlighted the issue of skills of officials 


implementing the land restitution projects. The report finds that both 


Restitution Implementing Officers and Post Settlement Support 


Officials lacked the general skills in various specialized areas that 


inform the developmental aims and goals of the project claimants. For 


example, an official may have gained experience in the implementation 


of a farming project goal and lack the necessary skills and experience 


in the implementation of a bakery or housing development of a project. 
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De Villiers & Van den Berg (2003:81-87), in one of their Chapters on 


managing land claims in South Africa: “Improve Process”, make some brief 


suggestions for consideration in terms of South Africa’s land claim process: 


 


 Downscaling of expectations 


Both writers acknowledge that the government is under pressure to provide 


land to the intended recipients, but it should come out and make it clear to the 


South African public that the settlement of land claims is a very complex 


issue, that cannot be handed back without sufficient infrastructural and post-


settlement support and that realistic time frames have to be pursued. In the 


same way that historical imbalances in education, health, housing and social 


services will take decades to rectify, it should be made clear that there is no 


short cut or quick fix when it comes to land claims. The two writers caution the 


government that what would ultimately count is not so much the haste at 


which land is handed back to the people, but the success or failure that result 


from it. 


 


 Is restoration always the best? 


Under this point De Villiers & Van den Berg argue that the state and 


claimants, with the assistance of experts, consider whether the restitution of 


rights on a specific piece of land is indeed the most appropriate option in the 


settlement of a particular claim. Although the symbolic significance of the 


return of ancestral land is important, there are many instances where the 


actual return of ancestral land has not necessarily lived up to expectation. In 


many instances the younger generation has different priorities to those of their 


parents or grand parents. This again stresses the importance of having clear 


objectives prior  the restitution of a right. If the objective is mainly rectification 


of a historical wrong then restitution of rights in ancestral land might be 


appropriate. However, if the objective is also the relief of poverty or creation of 


employment, it may be more appropriate to make available other, more 


suitable, land. 
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 Maintain the rule of law 


It is a well known fact why the two writers are emphasizing the rule of law in 


the implementation of the South African land reform programme. There is no 


real political benefit for any government to allow the land claims process to 


slip out of control by occupation of land in the same way as the Zimbabwean 


experience. The political and economic price that is paid if land reform 


becomes uncontrollable is not worth the possible ‘benefits’. 


 


 Integrate policy 


Arguably the most serious hurdle facing many countries involved in land 


reform is to develop and implement an integrated policy for land reform 


programme. South Africa’s process is characterized by a high degree of 


segmentation whereby all relevant departments are not always involved from 


the early stages to the implementation of land claim outcomes. In many 


instances government and/or provincial departments are only involved very 


late in the resettlement phase, or worse even, only at the implementation 


stage. This is too late as it affects their ability to take co-ownership of the 


process and also ignores the contribution they could make in developing a 


post-settlement support scheme. 


 


 Set up specialized policy unit 


The emphasis by the two writers is that the government should consider 


establishing a single national land policy reform unit that will take over all 


responsibility to oversee the land claim and reform process. The overall 


objectives of the unit would be responsible for the coordinating and facilitating 


the activities of national and provincial departments to ensure that the 


objectives of land reform are met as well as monitoring and evaluation of land 


claims to make timely amendments to policy rather than to risk the 


accumulation of failures. 
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 Establish partnerships 


An essential element of the land claims process is to ensure that viable 


partnerships are established between the new land owners, current 


landowners, the state and Non Governmental Organizations (NGO’s). The 


complexity of the process demands it. Consideration could therefore be given 


to ‘reward’ those claims where partnerships have been established with local 


NGOs, farmer’s organizations, etc. by prioritizing them for settlement and 


post-settlement support. Financial and other incentives could also be given to 


partners in such schemes to encourage them to train and assist new 


landowners. In this way the settlement of land claims could become a winner 


rather than a win-lose process 


 


2.3 Land reform in Namibia: The legal perspective 


 


According to Garcia, 2004:46, the Namibian land reform process is based on 


two main legal statements: 


 


The (Commercial) Land Reform Act 


This Act, introduced in 1995, established a legal framework for the acquisition 


of lands by the state for resettlement purposes, following the so called ‘willing 


buyer-willing seller” principle. According to this principle, commercial farmers 


who are willing to sell their ranches freely offer them to government. 


Thereafter, an official commission visits the farms and decides whether or not 


to buy, depending on the quality and suitability of the land for resettlement 


purposes. 


 


Simultaneously, the Act established a land tax, which so far has not been 


collected, although the necessary procedures were introduced in April 2002. 


The aim of this tax is to penalize unproductive farmers, obliging them to sell to 


the state and making more lands available for resettlement. 
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The Act was amended in July 2003, empowering the government to 


expropriate land “in the public interest”, subject to “the payment of just 


compensation”. Thus, the (Commercial) Land Reform Amendment Bill has 


started a new era in the land reform process, eroding the willing buyer-willing 


seller principle. Despite the fact that on 25 February 2004, Namibian Prime 


Minister Theo-Ben Gurirab formally announced the beginning of the 


expropriation phase of land reform, expropriation has not yet been invoked in 


Namibia. The Amendment Bill also expanded the definition of land “owner “ to 


include persons acting in a representative capacity, tightening the legal 


loopholes that many farmers had previously used to avoid Land Reform Act 


procedures. 


 


The (Communal) Land Reform Act 


This was inspired by the Botswana’s Tribal Lands Act, and was finally passed 


in August 2002, after being sent back to the National Assembly by the upper 


chamber. 


 


In general terms, the Act provides for the constitution of the so-called “Land 


Boards”, which are currently being endowed with all the powers concerning 


land management and land allocation in the communal areas, previously 


under the control of traditional authorities. The aim of this measure is to 


democratize all procedures dealing with land transfers in communal areas and 


to supply the peasants in those regions with a higher degree of land tenure 


security.  


 


Together with these two legal instruments, the last pillar sustaining the 


Namibian land reform is the Affirmative Action Loan Scheme applied by the 


Agribank of Namibia. Essentially, the scheme consists of granting subsidized 


loans to communal peasants who wish to buy a farm in the commercial area. 


Apart from contributing to the achievement of a new racial equilibrium within 
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the commercial zone, the main scope of the loan scheme is to reduce 


pressure in the overgrazed communal areas (Agribank of Namibia, 2001:11). 


 


While the commercial Land Reform Act provides a complex framework within 


which the Ministry of Lands, Resettlement and Rehabilitation(MLRR) has 


developed a general resettlement scheme for the poorest communal farmers, 


the Affirmative Action Loan Scheme offers a good opportunity for the 


wealthiest livestock owners within the communal areas to become commercial 


farmers.  


 


Namibia, like its neighbouring countries who are busy implementing land 


reform, is also faced with developmental challenges of those people who 


relocated back to their ancestral land. The obvious case in question is the 


Drimiopsis, Namibia’s oldest resettlement project. For the past 14 years, the 


Demiospsis beneficiaries have been unable to be self-sufficient through 


farming due to the lack of resources, training and skills. An official from the 


Ministry of Land Resettlement and Rehabilitation, Simon Kanyemba said: 


“These people were never given an opportunity to think for themselves – it will 


take time to teach them literacy and other things. Development does not 


happen in 10 years; development is a process – even [neighbouring] South 


Africa is still a developing country” http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx? 


reportid=5665. 


 


One of the key land acquisition experiences over the years has been that as 


government has been restricted to buying land that is willingly offered for sale, 


government has found itself having land that is predominantly in the poor 


agro-ecological zones. Studies have shown that the performance of those 


resettled in the better zones tend to live better lives than those resettled in the 


poorest zone. For re settlement to have a sustainable poverty alleviation 


impact, land from better agro-ecological zones must be made increasingly 



http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx
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available for resettlement without compromising ongoing commercial 


agriculture (Kingsey, 1999:5). 


  


2.4 Land reform in Zimbabwe 


 


Zimbabwe’s land reform programme is based on the following objectives: 


 alleviate population pressure in the communal areas; 


 extend and improve the base for productive agriculture; 


 improve the level of living standards of the largest and poorest sector; 


 provide opportunities for landless and unemployed people; 


 bring abandoned or under-utilized land into full production and 


implement equitable land redistribution; and  


 to achieve national stability and progress in a country that had only 


recently emerged from war and turmoil (Adams, 2000: 15) 


 


The above-mentioned objective seems to be over ambitious as little progress 


thus far has been achieved. Following independence in 19980, Zimbabwe set 


a five year target for resettlement of 162 000 families on 9.0 million ha. (about 


half of the area then occupied by white owned large scale farms). Adams and 


Howell (2001:3) indicate that by 1990, an impressive 3.3 million ha had been 


redistributed to some 52,000 families. 


 


Like in most African countries, women in Zimbabwe form the vast majority of 


the rural population where poverty prevails. Mbaya (2001:8) argues that a 


land reform programme that aims to reduce poverty should incorporate a 


greater focus on poor women. He further elaborates that in Zimbabwe there 


has been a weak link between land reform and gender. Resettlement 


programmes have not ordinarily incorporated gender as an integral 


component. As a result of this women are still marginalized with respect to 


their primary access to land. 
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Kinsey (1999:7) reported on a study over 15 years of 400 settler households 


who had received family based arable holdings with access to communal 


grazing. He assessed the extent to which the welfare and poverty reducing 


objectives (mentioned above) of the programme were met, concluding that 


resettled households were found to crop twice the amount of land and earn 


more than three times the unit revenues of households in areas of origin. 


 


When the Lancaster House Constitution expired at the tenth independence 


anniversary in 1990, the government announced a new ambitious proposal to 


resettle 100,000 families on 5million ha. However, in 1990s, only another 


20,000 households were resettled on a land acquired from commercial 


farmers. Resettlement slowed down for several reasons. Implementation 


capacity had been seriously eroded by institutional changes; resettlement 


schemes for the landless poor were being subjected to unwarranted criticism 


and government had difficulty in raising funds to acquire land for redistribution 


(Adams and Howell, 2001:4). 


 


In April 2000, following the widespread occupation of farms by peasants and 


others, and amendments to both the constitution and the Land Acquisition 


Act, which released government from the obligation to pay compensation, 


relations with donors deteriorated and they suspended their support to the 


Inception Phase Framework Plan. Observers have argued this was how the 


Zimbabwean programme once seen as a successful land reform programme, 


degenerated into a disastrous one which has caught the world’s attention. 


 


According to Human Rights Watch interviews conducted in Zimbabwe in 2006 


many rural black Zimbabweans expressed a profound disapproval of the 


manner in which government is carrying out land reform, in particular the lack 


of clear criteria for the allocation of land and the lack of structured support for 


new settlers.  
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“This issue of land, we are not saying people should not be given land, 


of course they should, but it should be done in a proper way. Some 


people can just go and settle at a place where there are no facilities 


like water, schools, clinics sanitation……And the loss of jobs brings 


hunger to the farming areas, since the workers are not buying from the 


small-scale farmers either”. 


 


After three decades of independence Zimbabwe has finally reached a goal it 


envisaged during the liberation struggle – a radical redistribution of land at the 


cost of white settlers. The ultimate price which the country is set to pay for the 


radicalization of land redistribution during the past four to six years is now 


visible. The economy of the country has reached an all time low in 30 years. 


The resettlement process has been described as “chaotic” with little attention 


being paid to implementation or support services such as clinics, schools and 


roads. The impact of the process has reverberated across South Africa and 


international confidence in the ability and willingness of young democracies to 


uphold liberal values has received a serious set back. Zimbabwe’s land 


reform process embarked on at independence has not been simple but it has 


also not been an outright failure. What it does demonstrate is the complexity 


of land reform, the difficulty in turning back the clock of past injustices and the 


impact that a lack of resources can have on the acquisition and post-


settlement processes (News 24.com, 6 December 2002). 


 


The above mentioned argument was also supported by Mbaya’s conclusion in 


his book Land Reform in Zimbabwe in which he argues that land reform in 


Zimbabwe has had a measure of success and has been shown to have the 


potential to improve the livelihoods of beneficiaries and reduce poverty levels. 


At the same time, the land reform programme has not fully accomplished the 


stated objectives because (with the exception of some of the resettlement 


projects of the 1980’s) the focus has been merely been on giving people land 


without the accompanying emphasis on the resources for them to utilize the 
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land, for example, seed packs, chemical inputs, tool machinery and the 


required extension services. 


 


In summary, the Zimbabwean land reform process has gone through major 


phases, each having unique characteristics: 


 Lancaster House (1980 – 1990), The main elements of this were: 


market driven acquisition; the return of exiles and displaced persons; 


priority on the accelerated resettlement; variability of donor funds to 


assist with reform, huge increases in small farmer activity; main 


distribution of marginal and under-used land; 60% of land since 


independence distributed during the first decade 


 Post-colonial land reform (1990 – 2000), The main elements of this 


phase were: a different legal order; the first steps of social justice –


driven acquisition programme; economic decline and drought; 


reduction of donor funds to trickle; increase of nepotism in the 


allocation of land; problems experienced with implementation 


programmes to sustain land reform; increased farm invasions and 


occupations; real distribution well below targets 


 Land invasion and occupation (2000-), This phase has been marked by 


elements such as: a general absence of a clear and sustainable land 


reform policy; a legal framework that enables the taking of land without 


due process; termination of international aid; large scale illegal 


occupation; economic decline and famine. Although “legitimate 


beneficiaries” such as peasant workers have been allotted small plots, 


they have not been given any farm training, “no money to buy seeds, 


not event a spade” (Time Magazine, 30 December 2002:98) 


 


The questions facing Zimbabwe at the end of its third decade of 


independence are whether the radical distribution of land will in fact result in a 


nation capable of feeding itself and whether the fragile democracy is able to 


withstand and survive such draconian measures. 
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2.5 International Lessons on Land Reform 


 


International experience with land reform holds strong lessons for the design 


of land reform programme in South Africa. These lessons were acknowledged 


and taken into consideration when the South African land reform programme 


was designed. Other observers urge that in implementing land reform, South 


Africa should avoid the costly mistakes of land reform programmes in other 


countries (Kirsten, Perret & Van Zyl, 2000:2). 


 


Despite these sound intensions research at a number of institutions in South 


Africa has shown that the reform programme as implemented since 1995 has 


made many mistakes it initially tried to avoid. Kirsten, Perret & Van Zyl, (2000: 


2-3) highlight five salient lessons to emerge from international experiences in 


land reform as follows: 


 


 The speed of implementing the programme. One characteristic of 


successful programme is rapid implementation. In the absence of fast 


paced programmes, a combination of excessive bureaucracy, over 


centralization of the process and legal challenges is likely to render the 


programme ineffective. The importance of this lesson is again reflected 


by the recent farm invasions in Zimbabwe. 


 


 Economic viability of the options. Before a reform programme is 


implemented, there must be a careful assessment of the models or 


livelihoods options available to rural households. In other words, the 


models should indicate whether the person resettled on the land have 


sufficient land size and quality to provide at least the target income. 


Further, in computing the costs and benefits, other assistance and 


infrastructure necessary to generate the income should be planned. 
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 Clear definition of the role that the public sector can and will play. The 


proposed programme must be evaluated in light of an understanding 


and acceptance of the roles that the public sector can and must play, 


and what should be best left to the non-governmental sector. 


Programmes that have relied entirely on the public sector in the belief 


that it is the only one capable of maintaining integrity, delivering 


services, determing needs, and managing process have been failures. 


 


 Land reform is only one part of a comprehensive programme of 


economic reconstruction. The redistribution of land is necessary, but 


not sufficient to guarantee the success of a development programme. 


There is the need for additional services--infrastructure, markets, 


incentives, health--to be considered and access provided. These 


considerations are necessary both to sustain higher productivity 


consequent on reform and to include others who may not benefit from 


direct provision of land. 


 


In light of these lessons, it is generally accepted that government should 


prepare and provide essential needs on land to be settled by communities. 


The resettled community should be able to sustain their lives through 


embarking on agricultural activities and non agricultural activities on the land, 


which means government, should make conditions to be conducive to the 


community to use the land productively. Accordingly, more attention must be 


accorded to those factors that influence the development of new communities 


in the resettlement areas. In addition to the physical provision of service 


facilities already mentioned here, there are other factors that influence social 


cohesion among settlers. These should be identified and addressed. For 


instance, plot allocation has predominantly been through the drawing of lots. It 


is likely that communities would develop faster if members were able to select 


who they wanted as their neighbours (Mbaya, 2001:17) 
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CHAPTER 3: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 


 


3.1 Introduction 


 


This chapter outlines how the research was undertaken including appropriate 


tools adopted, and how the data was collected and analyzed. It should be 


noted that the outcomes of the literature review informed the design of the 


instruments that were used for data collection. The chapter further outlines the 


social research aspects that the researcher needed to be acquainted with 


such as research design, area of study, population, sampling method, choice 


of instrument, pilot survey, data collection method and ethical consideration. 


 


3.2 Research approach 


 


There are two types of research approaches; namely qualitative and 


quantitative. These two research approaches were used interchangeably in 


this study during data collection and analysis. Quantitative was used graphs. 


The study adopted a qualitative research approach, because it deals with 


emotional and contextual aspects of human responses. According to Seidman 


(1998: 63), qualitative approach uses ideographic interpretation of data, which 


makes this approach appropriate for this study as the interpretation of data 


will be confined particularly on the area of study rather than being 


generalized.  


 


Qualitative approach also refers to research which produces descriptive data-


generally people’s own written or spoken words. This approach focuses upon 


real life experience of people. It allows the researcher to know people 


personally and see them as they are, to experience their daily struggles when 


confronted with real-life situations. This enables the researcher to interpret 


and describe the actions of people. In qualitative approach, methods such as 







 30 


case studies, in-depth interviewing of key informants, participants observation, 


among others, are used. 


 


3.3 Research design 


 


In this study, the researcher opted for exploratory design. This was because it 


was undertaken when there was not much information known about the 


subject research. According to Babbie and Mouton (2001:79) this approach is 


typical when a researcher examines a new interest and when the subject of 


study is relatively new. Babbie and Mouton (2001:80) further highlight that 


exploratory studies are also appropriate for more persistent phenomena. The 


study has raised may questions and suggested answers related to 


developmental plans and strategies that should be put in place if community 


has opted restoration, like in case of Masha community. 
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3.4 Study area 


 


Figure 3.4.1: Orientation map of Farm Kalkfontein 367 KT 
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The study was conducted at Kalkfontein farm, which is also known as Bakone 


Ba Masha Makopole village in Mpumalanga. The area falls within the 


jurisdiction of the Greater Tubatse Local Municipality, which in turn forms part 


of the Sekhukhune Cross Boundary District Municipality across the 


Mpumalanga and Limpopo Provinces. Research by African Environmental 


Practitioner’s Alliance (EPA) (2003:6) finds that the area seems to experience 


problems with regard to the delivery of services as there is still some 


uncertainty regarding the exact sharing of administrative responsibilities 


between the Limpopo Province and the Mpumalanga Province respectively. 


The village is situated along the R555 road between Steelportpark and the 


town of Bugersfort. The Bugersfort town, which is situated 30 kilometers from 


the village, is the only main local town. The Steelportpark mine is just five 


kilometers from the area, and Twickenham mine is 25 kilometers from the 


same area. These two mines seemed to be the main sources of job creation 


to the local community in the area. According to data produced by the then 


South African Weather Bureau conducted from (1982 -1990), Kalkfontein is 


situated in a warm region with a recorded maximum temperature of 41oC in 


summer minimum of -2.5oC during winter. The annual rainfall of the area is 


524 mm.  


 


The report by African EPA conducted in 2003 depicts a bleak future indicating 


that the majority of people residing under the Greater Tubatse Municipality 


where the village is located have no formal education. This cannot be 


disputed as the area falls under the presidential nodes and is being viewed as 


one of the poorest that need immediate assistance from the national 


Government (African EPA, 2003:16). 


 


3.5 Population of the study 


 


Population is defined as a term that sets boundaries on the study units. It 


refers to individuals in the universe who possess specific characteristics (De 
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Vos, 2005:198). In this study, the population was 200 claimants who at the 


time of the study were residing on the newly restored land, five officials from 


the organ of State who participated during the settlement of claims and 10 


claimants who opted not to relocate to their ancestral land. According to 


information obtained from the files (KRP 12317) of Mpumalanga Land Claims 


Commission, only 1200 people reclaimed the farm. To date approximately 


200 of the 1200 beneficiaries have relocated to the area according to 


members of Masha Communal Property Association. 


 


Information provided telephonically by one member of the Masha Communal 


Property Associated says that the number of claimants relocating to the area 


was steadily growing. This was also observed by the researcher during data 


collection as the initial number of 200 claimants relocated to the area was 


increased to 350 claimants. This was further confirmed by the interim 


Secretary of the Tradional Authority. However, this did not make the 


researcher to change the targeted number for the study. Interviews with key 


government officials such as the Mpumalanga Land Claims Commission, 


Provincial Department of Agriculture, Department of Land Affiars and Greater 


Tubatse Municipality were conducted to get more perspective about the whole 


project. A small number of claimants who opted not to relocate were also 


interviewed to get their side of the story. 


 


3.6 Method of sampling 


 


In this study the researcher adopted a stratified random sampling method. In 


addition, the selection of household claimants from the population was based 


on some form of random procedure. The sample considered for this study 


was heterogeneous, which includes male and female headed household 


claimants that have relocated to the newly restored land, key members from 


the Land Claims Commission and government departments who participated 


during the settlement of project and claimants who opted not to relocate, and 
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as a result stratified random sampling was deemed suitable. According to De 


Vos (2002:205) stratified random sampling is suitable for heterogeneous 


population because the inclusion of small subgroups percentage wise can be 


ensured. This kind of sample is mainly used to ensure that the different 


groups or segments of a population acquire sufficient representation in the 


sample (Chadwick et al., 1984:59; Nechmias & Nechmias, 1981:343). As a 


result, 50 respondents were sampled and interviewed from the 200 claimants 


who relocated to the area, 10 (20%) respondents from the claimants opted not 


to relocate and 5 (10%) respondents from different spheres of government 


such as National, Provincial and Local were telephonically interviewed 


respectively. However, it should be noted that the initial target sample was 64 


respondents but on the day of the interview, some respondents exercised 


their right by refusing to be interviewed whilst others were not found at their 


homes.  


 


3.7 Data collection method 


 


The following methods of data collection were used to collect data in this 


study; that was questionnaires, interviews and secondary data. All this 


methods complemented each other during data collection.  


 


3.7.1      Questionnaire 


 


According to the New dictionary of social work (1995:51), a questionnaire is 


defined as set of questions on a form which is completed by a respondent in 


respect of a research project. Personal questionnaires were used to collect 


data from the claimants who relocated to Kalkfontein farm. In this case the 


questionnaire was handed to the respondents to complete it on his or her 


own, but the researcher together with the official delegated by the Masha 


Chief was available in case problems were experienced. This type of 


questionnaires makes the researcher remain in the background and can at 
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most encourage the respondent with a few words to continue with his 


contribution, or lead him back to the subject (De Vos, 2004:173-174). 


 


For the researcher to obtain the desired information from the respondents, the 


following types of questions were included in the questionnaire: open 


questions, closed questions, multiple choice questions, dichotomous 


questions, statements, ordinal questions and as well as follow up questions.  


 


3.7.2      Interviews 


 


Interviews were strictly used to the individuals or officials from different 


spheres of government who participated during the settlement of the claim 


and to those claimants who opted not to relocate to their ancestral land. This 


is because interviewing as a method of collecting data allows the researcher 


to explain his or her questions if the respondent (interviewee) is not clear on 


what was asked. It is also allows the researcher to probe deeper following the 


answer of respondent (De Wet et al., 1981:161-163). 


 


3.7.3      Secondary data 


 


It should be recognized that there are other researchers in South Africa and 


beyond who have done research on similar issues. In this case existing data 


such as census data, or documents and text that were produced previously 


were used to complement the primary data. This was more applicable in 


cases were the researcher wanted to compare previous trend on service 


delivery from the organ of State around the periphery of Kalkfontein farm. 


 


3.8 Pilot Survey 


 


De Vos (2004:177) emphasizes an important point that, it is essential for 


newly constructed questionnaires, i.e. in their semi-final form, be thoroughly 
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pilot-tested before being utilized in the main investigated. This ensures that 


errors of whatever nature can be rectified immediately at little coast. 


Furthermore, pilot study assist the researcher in identifying weaknesses on 


tools which gives him chance to amend, modify and make additions as per 


feed back received. In this study the researcher did not pilot the 


questionnaires due to time constrain. 


 


3.9 Data collection procedure 


 


Prior informed consent was obtained from Kgosi Masha of the Bakone Ba 


Masha Makopole community who is also the chairperson of Communal 


Property Association before data was collected (see attached letter in the 


Appendix for ease of reference). Although the Chief did not respond in writing, 


on the day of data collection, he delegated an official to accompany the 


researcher to individual household claimants at Kalkfontein. Regarding 


government officials who participated during the process of settlement of the 


claim, formal permission from their supervisor was obtained before the 


interview. 


 


Upon approval, the researcher during data collection adopted a personal 


questionnaire method. In each case the researcher visited the respondents at 


their place of residence with the questionnaires and hand them to the 


respondents to complete themselves. If the respondent experienced a 


problem he/she was assisted by the researcher. This also gave the 


researcher an opportunity to encourage the respondent to complete the 


questionnaire (De Vos 2005:173). 


 


A tape recorder was used to record interviews from the claimants who 


decided not to relocate and officials from the organ of State and the transcript 


of the interview was done. Those officials who were not available on the day 


of the interviews were followed up by telephone interviews. 







 37 


3.10 Methods of data analysis 


 


The researcher analyzed the raw data in terms of defining patterns according 


to the phenomena which have been studied. The researcher presented data 


in the form of table, chart, graph and summarization of discussions. A 


statistical package for social science programme was used to analyze results 


complemented by excel programme. 


 


3.11 Ethical considerations 


 


Neuman (2000:91-101) argues that social science research should adhere on 


ethical issues. In conducting study, the researcher made it a point that the 


following ethical issues, among others, were adhered to: harm to experimental 


subjects and or respondents, informed consent, deception of subjects or 


respondents, violation of privacy/confidentiality, action and competence of 


researcher and release or publication of findings. 


 


3.11.1 Harm to experimental subjects 


 


The researcher was mindful of the fact that this study might cause harm to 


other respondents. To avoid these, the researcher explained to the 


respondents beforehand about the potential impact of the investigation. 


According to De Vos (2005:64) such information offers the respondents the 


opportunity to withdraw from the investigation if they so wish.  In this study no 


respondents withdrew. The information that was sensitive and personal was 


discarded and not included in the measuring instrument. This was also 


emphasized by De Vos who by reiterates that researcher should be ethically 


obliged to change the nature of his research rather than expose his 


respondents to the faintest possibility of physical and or emotional harm of 


which he may be aware. 


 







 38 


3.11.2 Informed consent  


 


De Vos (2005:65) says that obtaining informed consent implies that all 


possible or adequate information on the goal of the investigation, the 


procedures that will be followed during investigation, the possible advantages, 


disadvantages and danger to which respondents may be exposed, as well as 


the credibility of the researcher, be rendered to potential subjects or their legal 


representatives. In trying to conform to what De Vos is emphasizing, the 


researcher wrote a letter to the Chief of Masha Community who is also a 


Chairperson of the dysfunctional Masha Communal Property Association, 


seeking consent for conducting a study at Kalkfontein community and outlined 


how the research was going to be conducted and what it sought to achieve. 


This was followed by a telephonic conversation trying to establish if the Chief 


had received the letter, which he confirmed to have received. Although he did 


not confirm in writing he opted to confirm telephonically and on the day of data 


collection, the Chief delegated an official from the Tribal Authority to walk with 


and introduce the researcher to every Kalkfontein Household earmarked for 


the investigation. 


 


3.11.3 Deception of respondents 


 


In this study, there was no misrepresentation of facts in order to make 


respondents to believe what was not true or violating the respect to which the 


respondent was entitled. Corey et al, (1993: 320) defined deception as 


withholding information, or offering incorrect information in order to ensure 


participation of subjects when they would otherwise have refused it.  


 


3.11.4 Violation of privacy/confidentiality 


 


De Vos (2005:64) argues that “the right to privacy is the individual’s right to 


decide when, where, to whom, and to what extent his or her attitudes, beliefs 
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and behaviour will be revealed”. To avoid the violation of this principle the 


researcher safeguarded the privacy and identity of respondents, and acted 


with the necessary sensitivity where the privacy of subjects was relevant. The 


information provided by the respondents in this study was handled with 


confidentiality; and where the respondents gave consent to the researcher to 


divulge his or her identity this was done.  


 


3.11.5 Actions and competence of researcher 


 


The researcher was competent and had adequate skills to undertake this 


study, and obliged to ethical responsibility. This investigation was conducted 


in good faith. The researcher refrained from making any value judgement 


about the point of view and actions of subjects, even if they conflict directly 


with his own. There was no value judgement made under any circumstances 


whatsoever, on the cultural aspects of community by the researcher. 


 


3.11.6 Release or publication of findings 


The findings of the study will be made available to the public through 


community libraries and University libraries, and a copy will be sent to the 


Kalkfontein community through his Royal Highness Kgoshi Masha. 
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CHAPTER 4: DATA PRESENTATION, INTERPRETATION AND ANALYSIS 


 


4.1 Introduction 


 


This chapter outlines how the data was collected in the field and analyzed. 


The analysis of the results was confined to the area, Kalkfontein farm. All the 


respondents were interviewed directly on the farm except respondents from 


the different spheres of government including civil society and those who 


opted not to relocate to the farm (ancestral land).  The categories of those 


interviewed are reflected below;  


 


Number of 
Sample 
considered and 
percentage 


Respondents 
from different 
spheres of 
government  


Respondents who 
opted not to 
relocate to 
Kalkfonetin 


Respondents 
residing in 
Kalkfontein 


50 5 10 35 


% 10% 20% 70% 


 


Figure 4.1.1: Table depicting the category of people interviewed 
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4.2 General Information 


 


 


 


Figure 4.2.1: The graph depicting the household gender percentage that 


relocated to Kalkfontein farm 


 


The study established that the majority of people relocated to Kalkfontein farm 


were male headed household as compared to female headed household as 


the male headed household constituted 64 percent as opposed to 36 percent 


of female headed households, (see figure 4.2.1 above). This could be 


attributed to the fact that most men in the households are perceived as 


decision makers and because, the settlement of the claim was orchestrated 


by male headed households as compared to female headed ones. Another 


reason for the male dominance could be attributed to the fact that they see 


the settlement as an opportunity to create jobs and were able to convince 


their families to relocate because they were not working in their old place of 


residence. 
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Figure 4.2.2: The graph depicting the different age categories of respondents 


 


The study established that the majority of respondents who participated in the 


study were young adults aged between 36 to 50 as they constituted 44%, 


followed by youth aged between 26 to 35 who constituted 30%. This was 


followed by pensioners aged 65 and more who consituted16 % while adults 


aged between 51 and 64 constituted10%, (see figure 4.2.2 above). This was 


an indication that the majority of people relocated to Kalkfontien were the 


descendants of those who were forcefully removed in 1941. The community 


highlighted the unfortunate situation where most of the original owners of 


Kalkfontein have died and were buried elsewhere instead of being buried on 


their own land, Kalkfontein. Only a handful of them were able to claim their 


ancestral land and will die peacefully knowing that their children will bury them 


at Kalkfontein. It was also interesting to observe that a considerable number 


of youth resettled in Kalkfontein. It is a well known fact among South Africans 


that the majority of youth are not working and for them moving to Kalkfontein 


was another way of hoping for a better life which will bring joy in their lives.  
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Figure 4.2.3 Graph depicting percentage of marital status in Kalkfontein 


 


The study established that most of the beneficiaries who relocated to 


Kalkfontein were married and constituted 56 percent as opposed to 26 


percent single followed by 8 percent who are widowed and those separated 


from their partners, (see figure 4.2.3 above). Cases of those who are divorced 


stood at 2 percent. However those who were single indicated that they lost 


their loved ones through various ailments prior to resettlement and also on the 


farm Kalkfontein, and struggled to make ends meet. A majority of respondents 


depend on pension and child support grants from the Department of Welfare 


and Social Services for survival. 
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Figure 4.2.4: Graph depicting the percentage of education level in Kalkfontein 


 


The study established that a considerable number of people who relocated to 


Kalkfontein never attained formal education, (see figure 4.2.5). Those who 


never went to school constituted 40% followed by 30% with a secondary 


education, 20% with primary education and 10% with tertiary education. It was 


not surprising to see the majority of people of Kalkfontein not working and 


they can not find a professional job because of the level of education. The 


majority of this people are engaged in illegal activities for survival such as 


poaching of wild animals in the neighbouring game farms, stealing of copper 


cable in mines and housebreakings.  


 


It was not surprising to hear from the respondents who are doing short-term 


casual jobs at the neighbouring farms and mines citing the contravening of 


South African Labour Laws. They reiterated that they are being paid between 


R50 to R100 per week which does not make any difference in terms of 


addressing their needs. They asked for government intervention so that they 


could be paid a reasonable amount as stipulated by the Labour Laws. 
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Some have tried a career in crafting but cited lack of support from the 


government in terms of marketing their products to the potential buyers. 


Different crafts are lying at their homes gathering dust without any buyer. 
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Figure 4.2.5: Graph depicting the percentage of household income in 


Kalkfontein  


 


The study established that most people in Kalkfontein are living in severe 


hardships in terms of household income. 44% of people in Kalkfontein depend 


on an income of as little as R500 and lower while 30% survive on an income 


of between R501 and R1000. Those surviving on income of between R1001 


an R1500 only make a fraction of 14%. Only a handful of people who 


constituted 12% of the population depended on an income more than R1500. 


These were the people who seemed to have attained tertiary education and 


were working as professionals such as in teaching, mining, nursing and so on. 


A conclusion can be made in the above two figures, 4.2.5 and 4.2.6, that the 


level of education determines household income. The more one furthers his or 


her studies the more one has the chances of earning more money. This was 


also proven scientifically by way of statistics below using Agresti (1990:84) 


model, 
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Cross tabs 
 
Case Processing Summary 
 


  


Cases 


Valid Missing Total 


N Percent N Percent N Percent 


Highest of Education * 
Household income 50 100.0% 0 .0% 50 100.0% 


 
 
 Highest of Education * Household income Cross tabulation 
 


Count  


  


Household income 


Total 
R500 or 
Lower 


R501 to 
R1000 


R1001 to  
R1500 


R1501 or 
Higher 


Highest level 
of Education 


Primary Education 6 1 1 2 10 


Secondary Education 8 3   4 15 


Tertiary Education   1 4   5 


Never went School 8 10 2   20 


Total 22 15 7 6 50 


 
 
 Chi-Square Tests 
 


  Value Df 


Asymp. 
Sig. (2-
sided) 


Pearson Chi-Square 32.040(a) 9 .000 


Likelihood Ratio 30.407 9 .000 
Linear-by-Linear 
Association 


.316 1 .574 


N of Valid Cases 
50     


a  13 cells (81.3%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum expected count is .60. 
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Symmetric Measures 
 


  Value 


Asymp. 
Std. 


Error(a) 
Approx. 


T(b) 
Approx. 


Sig. 


Nominal by 
Nominal 


Phi .801     .000 


Cramer's V .462     .000 


Interval by Interval Pearson's R -.080 .134 -.558 .579(c) 


Ordinal by Ordinal Spearman Correlation .011 .149 .078 .938(c) 


N of Valid Cases 50       


a  Not assuming the null hypothesis. 
b  Using the asymptotic standard error assuming the null hypothesis. 
c  Based on normal approximation. 
 


Table 1: Case processing summary of statistical data analysis 
 


According to Agresti (1990:84) the following assumptions should be noted: 


H0 : Income is independent of education 


H1 : Income is dependent on education, where Ho = Null hypothesis and H1 = 


Alternative hypothesis. 


 


To test the above hypothesis, Chi-Square Test of independence was used. 


Note that 0,05 (∞) was used as our level of significance; then if Pearson 


Value (p) on our Chi-Square Tests two sided tests table is greater than (∞) = 


0,05, hence we conclude that H0 is not true or regret H0 in favour of H1 and 


conclude on the alternative hypothesis. In this instance, p=0,000<0,05, then 


the conclusion is that income is dependent on education. 


 


4.3 Gender versus Education 


 


The study further established that those who went further and attained tertiary 


education were mostly males as compared to females. However, a handful 


number of females were able to attain standard ten (matric). The issue of 


females not attaining tertiary education could be attributed to the fact that 


most females in rural areas are affected by social issues such as pregnancy 


after leaving high school and some times drop out at tertiary education 


because of lack of funds. Furthermore, culture plays an important role where 
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parents prefer to educate males because of the assumption that they will 


support their families as opposed to females who will get married and forget 


about them. This was also tested statistically below using Agresti (1990:84) to 


establish link between gender and levels of education. 


 


Case Processing Summary 
 


  


Cases 


Valid Missing Total 


N Percent N Percent N Percent 


Gender * Highest 
of Education 50 100.0% 0 .0% 50 100.0% 


 
 
 Gender * Highest of Education Cross tabulation 
 


Count  


  


Highest of Education 


Total 
Primary 


Education 
Secondary 
Education 


Tertiary 
Education 


Never went 
School 


Gender Female 1 9   8 18 


Male 9 6 5 12 32 


Total 10 15 5 20 50 


 
 Chi-Square Tests 
 


  Value df 


Asymp. 
Sig. (2-
sided) 


Pearson Chi-Square 9.635(a) 3 .022 


Likelihood Ratio 11.729 3 .008 
Linear-by-Linear 
Association 


.348 1 .556 


N of Valid Cases 
50     


a  3 cells (37.5%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum expected count is 1.80. 
 
 Symmetric Measures 
 


  Value 


Asymp. 
Std. 


Error(a) 
Approx. 


T(b) 
Approx. 


Sig. 


Ordinal by Ordinal Kendall's tau-b -.092 .126 -.723 .470 


N of Valid Cases 50       


a  Not assuming the null hypothesis. 
b  Using the asymptotic standard error assuming the null hypothesis. 
c  Based on normal approximation. 
 


Table 2: Case processing summary of statistical data analysis 
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According to Agresti (1990:84) the following assumptions should be noted: 


H0 : Level of education is independent of gender 


H1 : Level of education is dependent on gender, where Ho = Null hypothesis 


and H1 = Alternative hypothesis. 


 


To test the above hypothesis, Chi-Square Test of independence was used. 


Note that 0,05 (∞) was used as our level of significance; then if Pearson 


Value (p) on our Chi-Square Tests two sided tests table is greater than (∞) = 


0,05, hence we conclude that H0 is not true or regret H0 in favour of H1 and 


conclude on the alternative hypothesis. In this instance, p=0,022<0,05, then 


the conclusion is that there is a strong link between gender and level of 


education. 


 


4.4 Current situation or post relocation status 


 


Regarding the provision of basic services on the Kalkfontein community, 94% 


of the respondents indicated that there was provision of services such as 


water, roads, crèche and a primary school. However, it should be noted that 


these services with the exception of a primary school were made available by 


the community themselves under the leadership of the old Communal 


Property Association. The community used their combined grants (Settlement 


Planning Grant and Restitution Discretionary Grant) given to them by the 


Department of Land Affairs to install such services. The provincial Department 


of Education in collaboration with the community representatives, African EPA 


and the Mpumalanga Land Claims Commission built a primary school at 


Kalkfontein. This was the only contribution from the provincial government 


since relocation. The local municipality, Greater Tubatse, which is supposed 


to play a key role of providing basic services to the community of kalkfontein 


and other provincial departments, have not yet to date provided any services 


to the community. 
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The community of Kalkfontein alleged that the Greater Tubatse Municiaplity 


did not care about them. They cited one critical example where Lion Smeltor, 


a mining company opposite Kalkfontein, was prepared to contribute one 


million rand to electrify the area on condition the Greater Tubatse Municipality 


contributed other resources to enable the entire village to be electrified. Such 


a plan was put on hold because the municipality did not want to invest in the 


project. The municipality claimed that in terms of its integrated development 


plan, Kalkfontein would be electrified some time in 2010. 


 


The study established that the provincial Department of Agriculture was 


starting to do some work in Kalkfontein. The department is currently providing 


extension services to the people of Kalkfontein, although it is long over due, 


as well as demarcating lands suitable for agricultural development with the 


view of allocating different project enterprises to the community. There was an 


indication from officials from the provincial Department of Agriculture that 


mentorship will be provided to the community on different agricultural 


enterprises.  


 


The community of Kalkfontein like any other community in South Africa needs 


more provision of basic services to meet their needs. The respondents cited 


the following basic needs as critical in terms of order of priority; houses, clinic, 


education, sanitation, and electricity. They were aware that these services 


cannot be provided within a year but were edging the local municipality, 


provincial departments, national government, non governmental organization, 


civil society and any other developmental agency to start showing them that 


they also exist and were entitled to basic needs in terms of the Constitution of 


the Republic of South Africa. They issued a strong warning to the public that 


they were tired of empty promises and government officials who first enrich 


themselves and think of the poor later. 
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4.5 Reasons that discourage other community members from relocating to 


Kalkfontein 


 


According to the records provided by the interim secretary of the Kalkfontein 


Traditional Council, there were approximately 390 out of 1200 claimants who 


have resettled in Kalakfontein thus far. This was an indication that quite a 


large number of people had not relocated to the area. Of the ten respondents 


interviewed telephonically, all have cited the following reasons of not wanting 


to relocate back to Kalkfontein: 


 


4.5.1 Lack of money to build new houses at kalkfotein 


 


It is now a well known fact that the Greater Tubatse Municipality in 


collaboration with the Department of Housing have not built a single 


house at Kalkfontein and as a result those who relocated were faced 


with challenges such as building their own houses using their own 


resources. The respondents cited that they have good houses at their 


current place of residence and are able to access some of the 


important basic needs such as electricity, schools, sanitation and 


water. 


 


4.5.2 Lack of a communication network in the area 


 


In the modern world, communication whether by email, cell phone or 


telephone and so on is vital for networking with people on the other 


side of the world. The Kalkfontein area, if not the whole of Steelport 


area, does not have cellular phone network. People of Kalkfontein are 


therefore cut off from communicating by cell phone or by any other 


means for communication. This was an indication of underdevelopment 


and how rural areas could be if the State is not providing resources. If 


the Mpumalanga government does not intervene, the area will remain 
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isolated from the rest of the world in terms of communication, and most 


business people will be reluctant to invest in an area without a 


communication network. 


 


4.5.3 Lack of job opportunities 


 


The only source of employment around Kalkfontein is the surrounding 


mines. In terms of the information gathered during the research, 


approximately 90% of the people that relocated to Kalkfontein have not 


secured employment except for those who moved whilst working. This 


was one reason discouraging people to relocate to their ancestral land 


because they are working and able to get casual jobs where they are 


currently residing. They further reiterated that in the areas they are 


currently residing, they were closer to big cities which offer various job 


opportunities unlike in Kalkfontein where people depend solely on the 


mines for getting job opportunities. The local town of Burgersfort, 


although it is the only town growing at a fast rate, offered little job 


opportunities to the local community because of their low level of 


education. 


 


4.5.4 Lack of adequate basic services 


 


The only basic needs available in Kalkfontein were water, primary 


school and graded roads, which were viewed as inadequate by those 


who opted not to relocate. 98% of the people interviewed reiterated 


that basic services such as electricity, sanitation, proper tarred road, 


clinic, recreational facilities, schools for all grades and so forth will 


make Kalkfontein a better place to live and will therefore, attract more 


people and investors. 
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4.5.5 Incompetent leadership 


64% of the respondents cited the issue of leadership incompetence at 


Kalkfontein. They were aware of the infighting between the concerned 


group from Gauteng and the one sympathetic to the local Chief which 


is dominated by members of the old Communal Property Association. 


They reiterated that development will not be attained if the two groups 


did not resolve their differences. The respondents indicated that the 


leadership in Kalkfontein should focus on brining developmental 


projects instead of fighting each other and for that reason they do not 


see a reason of relocating whilst the status quo still remained. 


 


4.6 Change of lifestyle since relocation in social, cultural and economic terms 


 


It was evident from the respondents that life has not changed the way it would 


have been expected in social, cultural and economic terms. 90% of the 


respondents indicated that there was not much happening in terms of social 


life as the area was relatively new and there was no recreational facility. At 


the moment they are still trying to bond with the neighboring community. Only 


a handful of community members (4%) in the area were involved in 


encouraging youth to form soccer and netball teams. This was another way of 


encouraging youth to participate in sports so that they will have limited time to 


abuse alcohol, commit crime and abuse one another. One other thing that 


kept them together was meetings because they shared one common goal of 


development. 


 


In terms of cultural life and practices, 32% respondents indicated that they 


were still trying to reconnect with their ancestors whom they left for such a 


long time since dispossession. They further indicated that at Kalkfontein there 


was one traditional healer trying to encourage the community to associate 


themselves with traditional practices. 
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In economic terms, only 66% respondents reiterated that, although there were 


mines adjacent to Kalkfontein, the profit accrued from the mines was not 


trickling down to the community. They were expecting to get employed by the 


mines, but this has not happened so far. This economic status of Kalkfontein 


community will not be improved soon. 


 


The study established that there were high levels of religious activities in 


Kalakfontein. Of all the respondents, 80% were found to be belonging to the 


Zion Christian Church (ZCC) whilst 20% belonging to the Apostolic Faith 


Mission Church. This was an indication that the community belief in God and 


they see him as an answer to all their problems in Kalkfontein. 


 


Farming in the area seemed to have taken a back seat if not non existent. The 


study established that only 2% of Kalkfontein people were practicing 


agricultural activities such as cattle and goat farming. These farming 


enterprises were being kept on the portion demarcated for farming but it 


should be noted the department of agriculture has not done feasibility of the 


area to confirm if it is suitable for goat and cattle farming. Those farming 


reiterated that they were doing it for household consumption and selling in 


case where there was a need to generate income. Those who sell, sell their 


products to the surrounding community during funerals, weddings and social 


gatherings. The money generated from selling animals is used to support 


families by sending them to schools and buying household needs. 


 


The study established that a massive 92% of the Kalkfontein community 


members were unskilled and did not receive any training as opposed to 8% 


who received training. It should be noted that the 8% received their training at 


technical college on welding, electricity and bricklaying. At the moment they 


could not exercise their training potential because there was no support from 


the government and because the area is not electrified. The majority of the 
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92% untrained were just lingering around the area with a bleak future. This is 


a serious concern because these people might resort to crime if left 


unattended. 


 


The community proposed few strategies in order to maximize the benefits 


from land restoration. Those strategies include the demarcation of land for 


agricultural purposes; strategic partnership with the neighbouring mines which 


were under claim by the same community to create jobs and sharing of 


benefits accrued from the mines; formation of cooperative which will supply 


the agricultural products in bulk to the market and as well as training 


community members to be self reliant. 


 


4.7 Access to basic needs and services prior to re-settlement 


 


After dispossession the Masha community went to different places around the 


country. The study established that 64% went to present day Limpopo 


Province, 24% went to Mpumalanga Province whilst 12% went to Provinces 


such as Gauteng, North West, Northern Cape and Free State. The 


respondents reiterated that the dispossession separated them from their 


family members. One of the critical issues raised by the respondents was the 


challenges faced after dispossession. The study established that 32% of the 


respondents cited lack of access to land for ploughing as a problem. This was 


due to the fact that in the new areas of resettlement after dispossession, they 


were treated as outsiders and as a result the Chief of the area allocated them 


small plots of lands for subsistence farming. A further 38% of the respondents 


argued that there was a loss of community cohesion and cultural values as a 


result of dispossession. The other group of respondents which constituted 


28% said that the dispossession resulted in loss of personal possession and 


assets such as goats, cattle, sheep, donkeys and houses. 


 







 56 


There where different views from respondents in terms of access to basic 


services in the places they went to after dispossession. 60% of the 


respondents indicated that they had access to the following services; housing, 


water, sanitation, hospital, recreational services and road whilst 40% of the 


respondents cited that they had access to some of the services mentioned 


above although it was difficult to access them. 


 


The study established that the respondents, while they were settled in the 


new area after dispossession, tried to resuscitate the social and cultural 


activities they used to enjoy in Kalkfontein. This included taking their children 


for circumcision in the mountains, sending girls to the Chief’s kraal to learn 


good morals and participating in Sepedi dances including Kiba and Denaka. 


The people even started to belong to social clubs such as stokfels, church 


and care groups. In all these social clubs women and men would meet to 


discuss issues affecting their lives and wellbeing. 


 


4.8 Management of community affairs at Kalkfontein 


 


The management structure can be described ad “dysfunctional” and was, 


therefore, contributing to the failure by the community to attain its 


developmental goals. Of all the people interviewed on site, 70% of the 


respondents did not know who the members of the Communal Property 


Association are whilst 30% know them but cited poor coordination of meetings 


and failure by the CPA members to associate themselves with the people on 


the ground as a problem. 


 


The study established that there was confusion among the community 


because of the two committees, CPA and Traditional Council. This was 


because both committees call for meetings on different dates but still discuss 


the same developmental challenges faced by the community. As a result the 


community does not know which of the two has the mandate to represent 
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them as the current CPA’s term has lapsed. This means whatever decision 


was taken by the CPA after the expiry date was null and void. 


 


According to the two members who served on the previous CPA who were 


interviewed telephonically on 07/12/06, the term for the current CPA had long 


expired and there was a need for community to elect new members to serve 


in the CPA. The CPA constitution stipulates that members should only serve 


for 3 years after which new elections are held and new members elected. The 


Masha CPA seemed to have dragged their feet for a long time which resulted 


in the division of the community into two factions, the one sympathetic to the 


Chief which does not want the current CPA to be disbanded and the other 


called themselves “concerned group” dominated by the people who resides in 


Gauteng wanted a new committee to be elected. 


 


The concerned group, although not democratically elected hold several 


meetings with the community trying to convince them to have a general 


meeting to elect new CPA members. This group according to the respondents 


interviewed who were sympathetic to the Chief, alleged that it does not 


respect and recognize the Chief. By virtue of being dominated by people from 


Gauteng Province seemed to have affected their changes of convincing the 


community of Kalkfontein. The community highlighted that they can not be led 


by people residing in Gauteng, and say that the group should come and live 


with them in Kalkfontein to experience their challenges so that they will have 


the zeal and authority to lead them. 


 


The group sympathetic to the Chief and dominated by the current CPA 


members was pushing for the replacement of the CPA by a Traditional 


Council which will give their Chief the power to have the final say in the 


developmental programme for the Kalkfontein community. They argue that the 


CPA constitution does not give them provision to make loans from the bank 


whilst the traditional authority does. This argument could be viewed as a 
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further delay for the replacement of the current CPA by the newly 


democratically elected committee. Whether the attempted replacement of 


CPA by the Traditional Council would stimulate community development 


remains to be seen. 


 


The study established that the power struggle between the two factions was 


taking its tall on the community. This can be attested by the fact that the 


majority of respondents questioned the mandate of these committees. Others 


wanted a newly democratically elected committee which will be elected by the 


people who relocated to Kalkfontein whilst some accused current CPA of 


nepotism, lack of proper coordination of information affecting the people, lack 


of ownership in solving the problems affecting the community and lack of 


transparency in whatever the CPA was involved. 


 


The study also established that 70% of the respondents who relocated to their 


ancestral land have paid for the occupation of stands an amount ranging from 


R50,00 to R280,00 whilst 30% respondent indicated that they did not pay for 


their stands. The researcher tried unsuccessful to probe more information on 


why some people paid for their stands while others did not. The amount for 


purchasing stands was paid to the interim Traditional Council which failed to 


explain to the community how the money was going to be spent. 


 


One community member who was also a local Councillor for the area from the 


Greater Tubatse Municipality and who once served in the dysfunctional CPA, 


reiterated that the Chief together with some members of the dysfunctional 


CPA were selling stands for cash and alleged that the majority of people who 


relocated to Kalkfontein were not the real members of the Masha community 


(no proof was provided by the Councilor). However, having two categories of 


people, one paying for stands and another not paying was an indication that 


the claim by the ex Councillor could be valid. 
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4.9. Government strategy to improve the socio-economic status of 


Kalkfontein. 


 


Of all the five respondents from the different spheres of government 


interviewed, all of them indicated that at the moment there is no social-


economic strategy to improve the situation in Kalkfontein. They further 


indicated that they only attend community meetings without clear mandate 


from their principals to can commit the department to provide certain crucial 


services required by the community members. This is a very important call 


that government should review some of the developmental policies and 


strategies in order to incorporate restitution development. It was clear from the 


interviews with government officials that post settlement of restitution at the 


moment is not a priority.
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CHAPTER 5: CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 


 


Kalkfontein settlement including their people will remain one of those settled 


restitution cases which may not contribute to the improvement of socio-


economic conditions faced by almost every previously disadvantaged 


individuals. This is especially so if intervention is not urgently made by the 


relevant government departments, non governmental organizations and 


developmental agencies. There is potential for development at Kalkfontein as 


the community was able to install water, streets and facilitated the 


construction of roads as well as the building of a primary school with the 


grants received from the Department of Land Affairs. 


 


A substantial majority of the claimants/beneficiaries interviewed at Kalkfontein 


are poor and disempowered. They do not have the financial resources, nor 


the skills and experience, required to develop their land or implement their 


developmental objectives. The socio-economic status of these claimants is a 


direct result of South Africa’s history of inequitable distribution of financial and 


political resources and developmental opportunities. However, the current 


government has to take some blame for failing to come up with concrete plans 


fast track the development of post settlement policy. After 13 years of 


democracy, there seem not to have a concerted effort to address the problem. 


This can also be attested by the fact that each Regional Land Claims 


Commission has its own way of implementing post settlement (DLA report, 


2006). In other words post settlement is not up to scratch.  


 


There is a need for the Greater Tubatse Municipality to provide additional 


basic services to the community such as sanitation, housing, electricity, clinic 


as well as facilitating the installation of a communication network. It is 


important that the local municipality works closely with the Kalkfontein 


community and strive to improve its relationship with them. It was evident from 
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the respondents that they were worried about poor service delivery by the 


municipality. 


 


For the community of Kalkfontein to realise its dream of sustainable 


development, they expect proper coordination of resources from the 


institutions responsible for development. This implies that such institutions 


should avoid funding the same project to achieve the same objective, rather 


strive to implement different projects with the community to achieve 


sustainable development. 


 


The settlement of the restitution case is viewed by the community as a form of 


social justice and another way of contributing to the national priorities of 


alleviating rural poverty, job creation, and so on. However, these goals have 


not been realised by the Kalkfontein community. Having listened to the 


community strategies and seen documented livelihood strategies, the above 


national priorities can still be achieved if government and non governmental 


institutions provide them with resources. 


 


The serious lack of socio-economic data to cover all aspects of rural 


development especially in this case makes it virtually impossible to make firm 


recommendations on land reform in general. There is no simple solution. The 


economic status of people may also determine what they see as the most 


pressing land issue to be dealt with. Land reform is therefore tied to socio-


economic reforms and should not be implemented in isolation as it may 


increase a sense of deprivation and injustice. The writer would like to 


recommend this as a possible future area of research by others. 


 


De Villiers (2003:142) reiterates that land reform in rural areas cannot 


succeed without addressing general development and the provision of 


governmental services within such areas. While the task may seem daunting, 


the mere hand over of land without a proper vision, plan for implementation or 
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government support and post settlement support will “hit the wall of 


practicality”. 


 


The following recommendations are proposed for consideration by the 


developmental institutions involved in restitution settlement: 


 


 It is proposed that more emphasis be placed on training beneficiaries of 


land reform. It is further proposed that skills or need assessment be 


conducted as part of post settlement support package to restitution 


beneficiaries. For specialized skills, the involvement of other government 


departments or non governmental agencies should be sought. Emphasis 


should also be placed on longer term training and mentorship 


programmes to promote sustainability. 


 


 Communication and coordination between the relevant institutions that 


are supposed to render development at Kalkfontein community should 


be improved (proper institutional arrangement). There is also a need for 


capacity building and training within the Regional Land Claims 


Commission (particularly the post settlement units) in order land reform 


practitioner to do their work with ease. 


 


 Conflict resolution strategies and mediation services are required at 


Kalkfontein community. It is proposed that policies and strategies are 


developed by the Regional Land Claims Commission and implemented 


by the relevant post settlement units. Similarly, conflict between 


leadership structures, namely the (CPA) and traditional authorities 


should be addressed at policy level. In addition, it is proposed that 


conflict resolution skills become a permanent component of training 


programmes and that all beneficiaries or claimants attend workshops in 


which their rights and roles and responsibilities of various structures and 


stakeholders are clarified. 
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 The Kalkfontein community is also interested in agricultural development 


to alleviate poverty. It is therefore, proposed that the involvement of the 


local Department of Agriculture, in terms of the provision of subsidies 


and extension services be greatly increased. This included the 


involvement of agricultural research institution such as Agricultural 


Research Council, to provide advice on soil potential and agricultural 


enterprises that needs to be grown. 


 


 It is proposed that the Greater Tubatse Municipality should prioritise the 


provision of essential services to Kalkfontein community. It is 


unacceptable for the local municipality to fail to provide electricity, 


housing, and sanitation to the community who were able to facilitate the 


installation of water on strategic positions where every member is able to 


access water, and able to facilitate the construction of streets using their 


combined grants provided by the Department of Land Affairs. The 


claimants further facilitated the building of a primary school in the area. 


 


 It is proposed that the Department of Land Affairs should intervene and 


address the leadership crises at Kalkfontein community so that a new 


CPA or a Trust is elected democratically. This will bring peace to the two 


conflicting groups which are fighting for leadership. The newly elected 


committee will be able to legally negotiate developmental deals on behalf 


of Kalkfontein community. 


 


 It is proposed that the Department of Land Affairs investigate the 


payment for the allocation of stands by beneficiaries of Kalkfontein and 


abolished it immediately as it defeats the whole objectives of land 


restitution.   


 


 







 64 


Lessons leant from Masha Community 


 


The lesson drawn from Mahsa Community claimants who relocated to 


Kalkfontein, their ancestral land, was that restoration of land does not 


necessarily result in the end of poverty and underdevelopment. The Masha 


Community thought that by relocating to Kalkfontein, they would get 


employment from the surrounding mines. They also hoped to get assistance 


in terms of basic services from the three spheres of government, which is 


currently not the case. However, these dreams have not been realised. This is 


a good lesson from other communities who are anticipating relocating to their 


ancestral land that planning of land including resource allocation should be 


done before hand. This include lobbying by the community those relevant 


departments and institutions that will provide assistance for the community to 


attain its developmental goals. 


 


Limitation of the study 


 


The study was conducted with due diligence; however, inadequate of funding 


was one of the many challenges faced by the researcher. The initial target 


sample was 64 claimants’ households. Although the researcher was 


accompanied by an official delegated by the chief for assistance, some 


respondents exercised their right by refusing to be interviewed whilst others 


were not found at their houses. As a result the sample was reduced to 50 


respondents. 


 


The study is the first of this nature to be carried out in Mpumalanga Province, 


and the fact that the researcher did not have adequate resources to carry a 


full study, implies that the findings of this study will be confined to the 


Kalkfontein community. 
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APPENDIX 1 


 


Frequency Table 
 
 Gender 
 


  Frequency Percent 
Valid 


Percent 
Cumulative 


Percent 


Valid Female 18 36.0 36.0 36.0 


Male 32 64.0 64.0 100.0 


Total 50 100.0 100.0   


 
 
 Household Age 
 


  Frequency Percent 
Valid 


Percent 
Cumulative 


Percent 


Valid 26 to 35 15 30.0 30.0 30.0 


36 to 50 22 44.0 44.0 74.0 


51 to 64 5 10.0 10.0 84.0 


65 or older 8 16.0 16.0 100.0 


Total 50 100.0 100.0   


 
 
 Marital Status 
 


  Frequency Percent 
Valid 


Percent 
Cumulative 


Percent 


Valid Single 13 26.0 26.0 26.0 


Married 28 56.0 56.0 82.0 


Widow/Widower 4 8.0 8.0 90.0 


Divorced 1 2.0 2.0 92.0 


Separated 4 8.0 8.0 100.0 


Total 50 100.0 100.0   


 
 How many people live in your household younger and than 18 years 
 


  Frequency Percent 
Valid 


Percent 
Cumulative 


Percent 


Valid 1.00 4 8.0 9.8 9.8 


2.00 23 46.0 56.1 65.9 


3.00 9 18.0 22.0 87.8 


4.00 1 2.0 2.4 90.2 


5.00 2 4.0 4.9 95.1 


9.00 2 4.0 4.9 100.0 


Total 41 82.0 100.0   


Missing System 9 18.0     


Total 50 100.0     
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 How many people live in you household aged from 18 to 35 years 
 


  Frequency Percent 
Valid 


Percent 
Cumulative 


Percent 


Valid 1.00 15 30.0 57.7 57.7 


2.00 6 12.0 23.1 80.8 


3.00 5 10.0 19.2 100.0 


Total 26 52.0 100.0   


Missing System 24 48.0     


Total 50 100.0     


 
 
 How many people living in your household aged 36 to 65 years 
 


  Frequency Percent 
Valid 


Percent 
Cumulative 


Percent 


Valid 1.00 4 8.0 100.0 100.0 


Missing System 46 92.0     


Total 50 100.0     


 
 
 How many people live in your household older than 65 years 
 


  Frequency Percent 
Valid 


Percent 
Cumulative 


Percent 


Valid 1.00 3 6.0 100.0 100.0 


Missing System 47 94.0     


Total 50 100.0     


 
 
 Highest of Education 
 


  Frequency Percent 
Valid 


Percent 
Cumulative 


Percent 


Valid Primary Education 10 20.0 20.0 20.0 


Secondary Education 15 30.0 30.0 50.0 


Tertiary Education 5 10.0 10.0 60.0 


Never went School 20 40.0 40.0 100.0 


Total 50 100.0 100.0   
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 Household income 
 


  Frequency Percent 
Valid 


Percent 
Cumulative 


Percent 


Valid R500 or Lower 22 44.0 44.0 44.0 


R501 to R1000 15 30.0 30.0 74.0 


R1001 to  R1500 7 14.0 14.0 88.0 


R1501 or Higher 6 12.0 12.0 100.0 


Total 50 100.0 100.0   


 
 
 Did you receive any form of training 
 


  Frequency Percent 
Valid 


Percent 
Cumulative 


Percent 


Valid Yes 9 18.0 18.0 18.0 


No 41 82.0 82.0 100.0 


Total 50 100.0 100.0   
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APPENDIX 2 


 


QUESTIONNAIRE FOR MASHA COMMUNITY’S STUDY 


 
Please note that the information provided will be 
treated as confidential information and is for 
research purposes only 


 
A: GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
A1.  Name__________________________________________________  


 
A2.  Local Municipality_______________________________________ 


 
A3.  Gender [Tick relevant box]   


1 Female headed 
household 


 


2 Male headed 
household 


 


 
A4. Age [Tick relevant box]   


 
 
 


 
A5.  Marital Status [Tick relevant box]  


 
 


 
A6.  How many people live in your household? Please enter the information in the table  


below (Skip this question if you live alone) 
 


Age group Number of 
persons in each 
group by sex 


Male Female 


1 18years 
below 


  


2 18 – 35   


1 18 – 25  


2 26 – 35  


3 36 – 50  
 


 


4 51 – 55  
 


 


5 Above 65  


1 Single  


2 Married  


3 widow/widower  


4 Divorced 
 


 


5 Separated  
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3 36 – 65 
 


  


4 Above 65   


 
A7.  Level of Education [Tick relevant box] 


 


1 Primary education 
 


 


2 Secondary 
education 


 


3 Tertiary education  


4 Never went to 
school 


 


 
A8. .Household income [Tick relevant box] 


 


1 Below R500 
 


 


2 R501 - R1000  
 


3 R1001 – R1500 
 


 


4 R1501 +  
 


 
A9.  Did you receive any form of training? 


      


1 Yes  


2 No  


 
 
A10.  If you answered yes above, explain the nature of training  


 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 


 
A11 Where was the training obtained? ______________________________________________ 


 
A12. What was the qualification received 
 


     


1 Diploma  


2 Certificate  


3 Other  


 
 
A13. .How was the training? [Tick relevant box] 


 


1 Poor  


2 Good  


3 Very Good  


4 Excellent  







 76 


A14.  Explain how relevant the training is to you now? 
__________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 


 
B. ACCESS TO BASIC NEEDS AND SERVICES PRIOR TO RE-
SETTLEMENT 
 
B1.  Where did your family go after dispossession? 


 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
B2. Describe the impact that dispossession had on your life? 


 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
B3.  What was the biggest challenge faced by you or household after dispossession? [Tick relevant box] 
 
 


1 Lack of access to land 
for ploughing 
 


 
 
 


2 Loss of community 
cohesion and cultural 
values 


 
 


3 Loss of possession 
and assets 
 


 
 
 


4 Other (specify)  


 
 
B4.  Describe the kind of social and cultural life which you had prior dispossession? 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 


 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
B5.  Did you belong to any community social club? 


1 Yes  


2 No  


 
B6. If you answered yes above, what was the nature of the social club? [Tick relevant box] 
 
 


1 Stokfel  
 


 


2 Care group 
 


 
 


3 Church 
 


 


4 Burial society 
 


 


5 Other  
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B7.  How did you/ your household earn a living before dispossession?[Tick relevant box] 
 
 


1 Crop farmimg 
 


 
 


2 Livestock farming 
 


 


3 Bridal price/Lobola 
 


 


4 Firewood sales  
 


5 Migrant remittances  


6 Casual work (field 
and herding) 


 


7 Domestic   


 
 
B8. Which basic services did you have access to before dispossession? [ Tick the relevant box] 


 


1 Schools  


2 Clinics  


3 Electricity  


4 Water  


5 Sanitation  


6 Housing  


7 Others (please list) 
 


 


 
 


 
C. CURRENT SITUATION / POST RELOCATION STATUS 
 
C1. Do you have access to basic services on the farm, if yes list them?__________________________ 


 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
C2.  If no, what is the reason for the lack of services? 


___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
C3.  What services are being offered by the local municipality to Kalkfontein community? 


 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
C4.  How do you rate their services? [Tick relevant box] 


 


1 Excellent  


2 Very good  


3 Good  


4 
 


Poor 
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C5.  If you answered poor above, what do you think is the reason?______________________________ 


 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
C6.  What other government departments are involved in the provision of services? [Tick relevant box] 


 
 


                           Department 
 


List kinds of services  


 
1 


Education 
 


  


2 Health   


3 
4 


Water Affairs            
and     Forestry 


  


5 
 


Agriculture 
 


  


6 Others (please list)   


 
 
C7.  Why do you think is the reason for other community members not to relocate to  


 
Kalkfontein? _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
C8. How has your life changed since your relocation in terms of the following? 
 
(a). Social life________________________________________________________________________ 


 
(b). Cultural life and practices ___________________________________________________________ 
 
(c ) Economic terms___________________________________________________________________ 
 
C9. How useful is the training you received before relocating o the activities you are currently engaged 
in? 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
C10. What other training have you received? 


_________________________________________________ 
 
C11. Where did you receive the training? 


____________________________________________________ 
 
C12. What was the content of the training? 


___________________________________________________ 
 
C13. How relevant was the training? 


________________________________________________________ 
 
 
C14. What role are you or members of your household playing in the community as a community 


member/s? 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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C15.  What religious belief do you belong to? ______________________________________________ 
 
C16.  What cultural activities are you involved in, if any? ______________________________________ 
 
 
C17. What role is it playing in the upbringing of the youth? ____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
C18.  Are involved in any agricultural activities?_____________________________________________ 
 
 
C19.  If yes, what kind of agricultural activities?_____________________________________________ 
 
C20.  What do you do with the products generated from agriculture? [Tick relevant box] 
 
 


1 Household consumption  


2 Household consumption  and 
selling 


 


3 For selling  


4 Exchange for household 
essentials 


 


5 Other  


 
 
C20.. If you sell your products whom do you sell to? [Tick the relevant box] 
 
 
 


1 Surrounding community  


2 
 


Hospital patient 
 


 
 
 


3 
 
 


Mine workers 
 
 


 
 
 


4 
 
 


Vegetable shops 
 
 


 
 
 


5 Other  


 
 
C21.  How much do generate per week?  [Tick relevant box] 


 
 


1 R100 – R150 
 


 


2 R150 – R200 
 


 


3 R200 – R250 
 


 
 


4 R250 + 
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C22. What do you do with the money generated from selling your products? 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
C23.  What type of employment activities are you involved in? [Tick relevant box] 
 
 


1 Craft 
 


 


2  
Hawkers 


 
 


3  
Bricklayer 


 
 


4  
Welding 


 


5  
Others 


 
 


 
C24. What things are you able to do now since you relocated to your ancestral land that you were not 


able to do before? 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
C25. What strategies do you propose in order to maximize the benefits from land restoration? 


 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 


 
D. MANAGEMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS AT KALKFONTEIN 
 
D1.  Are you a member of the Masha Communal Property Association (CPA)? [Tick relevant box] 


  
 


1 
 


YES 
 


 
 


2 
 


NO 
 


 
 


 
D2.  Do you know who the members of the CPA Committee are? [Tick relevant box] 


 


1 
 


YES 
 


 
 


2 
 


NO 
 


 
 


 
D3.  How often do you attend general CPA meetings? [Tick relevant box] 


 


1 Once a year  


2 Twice a year  


3 Quarterly  


4 Monthly  


5 Never  
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D4.  If you answered never above, why is it so? _________________________________ 


 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
D5.  Did you pay for the occupation of your stand? [Tick relevant box] 


 


1 
 


YES 
 


 
 


2 
 


NO 
 


 
 


 
D6.  If yes, how much did you pay? ___________________________________________ 


 
D7.  What was the money used for? ____________________________________________ 


 





