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ABSTRACT 
 

Apartheid land policy and its constitution as a whole conceptualized and 

structured South African in a way that encouraged inequalities in terms of land 

ownership, job opportunities and access to education and recreational facilities. 

The privileged few (whites and a few black elites and whosoever summarized 

with the former apartheid regime) got richer and richer while the less privileged 

people, (in this case, the majority of the black people of South Africa) got poor. 

They were even denied reasonable access to land and quality education. This 

investigative study examines the state in which they lived and how they are still 

living in Squatter Camp as an attempt to make qualitatively justifiable 

recommendations. 

 

Informal settlement is as old as the origin of urban settlement, which existed 

through industrialization process worldwide. A need for peace, jobs, security, 

housing and land ownership resulted in the establishment of informal settlement 

near big towns and mines. The most disadvantaged people, those characterized 

by poverty due to unemployment, lack of land ownership due to one reason or 

another move to informally settle nearer to areas in which there are possibilities 

for employment opportunities and better standard of living.  

                                                                                                                                              

Specifically, this study examines the deficiencies associated with the existing 

informal settlement through its assessment and evaluation. In this regard all 

aspects of assessment techniques of the way in which inhabitants of Disteneng 

informal settlement live i.e. interviewing processes (both structured and informal), 

observation through site visit, checking of documented information with regard to 

informal settlement etc have been used. The gaps that exist between urban life 

and the living conditions of people from squatter camp have been investigated 

and reflected.  

  



Vii 

 

The focus of the argument in this study is that the less job opportunities and 

access to land that people have, the more they live in squalid conditions and 

move to towns in search of work.  

 

This means that the problems they face have to be addressed positively and 

effectively by the relevant departments of South African Government. Alternative 

well-serviced living conditions have to be developed and provided to these 

people (people living in Disteneng squatter camp). Timeously, the department of 

housing should take statistics of the number of people who are without houses 

and employment as well as those who are illiterate, so as to develop better 

responsive policies for addressing these problems before they are out of control.  

                                                                                                                                               

As a mean of addressing these problems the life in Disteneng squatter camp has 

been investigated. The results from the data analysis, including the views of the 

inhabitants of Disteneng squatter camp have been reflected and 

recommendations were spelt out in the last chapter of this study. 
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BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 


 


1.1  Introduction 


  
The realization of poverty stricken informal settlement communities in South Africa 


assumed a level of greater importance owing to the increasing growing demand for 


means for survival in industrialized areas such as towns and mines. Also, as a 


means for survival, some people moved to new areas for the sake of earning a living 


through engaging themselves in economical activities since there is free marketing 


system in the country. They went to live in towns to earn a living as hawkers. 


  


This study is directed at identifying the shortcomings within the vicinities of squatter 


camp dwellers. In relation to the existence of poverty in informal settlement the 


Institute for Democracy in South Africa, (October 2002: 8) argued that poverty is 


more than merely income insufficiency. It is the inability of individuals, households or 


communities to command sufficient resources to satisfy a socially acceptable 


minimum standard of living. It includes a lack of job opportunities, access to assets 


and credit as social exclusion. It is complex and multi-faceted, fluctuating in depth 


and duration. 


 
Generally, squatters have experienced greater sufferings within the country as a 


whole. Disteneng squatter camp is an example in this era of political shift from 


apartheid system to an open democratic form of government. This is qualitatively 


justified and evidenced by the squalid conditions in which many squatters live since 


they live in an environment not cared for by the department of environmental affairs 


and also neglected by the service providers from the municipalities. Although there 


has been a change of form of government from apartheid to a democratic one, the 


poverty in which many South African live as they reside in squatter camps clearly, 


beyond any doubt, defines what it means to be a poor disadvantaged black South 


African. These conditions (informal settlements) pose a greater challenge to South 


African government in terms of invoking a need to view and review the miles it 


travelled in terms of creating a better life for All South Africans. 
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In a situation of poverty, the inhabitants of informal settlements are more vulnerable 


than those living in the cities, towns or villages. According to the UNIC Press, (May 


2001: 21) people in squatter camps are unable to obtain adequate food, clean 


water, education, and other basic services. At the same time they are living in 


hazardous locations in which there are threats of unpredictable disasters such as 


fire and floods.  


 
Poor housing and sanitation also endanger their health. Children are at high risk of 


dying as a result of malnutrition, diarrhoea, acute respiratory infection, malaria, 


measles and prenatal conditions..  To further reflect on how poverty influenced by 


informal settlements, The Financial mail (7 June, 2000:3) reflects that there are 


about seven million squatters in South Africa. These squatters live near the big 


cities, but also near towns in rural areas. They live from bare essentials and have to 


struggle to keep body and soul together..  


  
From the above statement, it is self evident that majority of people living in squatter 


camps are poor and trapped to live in situations beyond their control. They are thus 


prevented from the international language that is widely used in the business world, 


political arena and various economic and social forums. It is of significant 


importance that they should also enjoy all the benefits and the rights that the bill of 


rights claim to address and the imbalances it claims to redress in the changed South 


African system of governance. 


 
Although the Constitution of South Africa advocates a policy of equal treatment of 


people, providing shelter to those without, taking land to its rightful owners, quite a 


number of people still live in conditions beyond adaptations by mankind. This 


suggests that poor people and the landless squatters have to be provided with 


adequate and serviced land for better living. In support of aforementioned views, it is 


argued that a large number of people move to cities to look better job opportunities, 


access to services and an improved standard of living. As immigration skyrockets, 


the chances of getting employed also get limited (www.ceoi.net/report/poverty 


2005/05/15).  


 


As they do not get reliable employment they are unable to afford good standard of 


buy a house in a developed area. This results in the rise in poorly planned or 
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unplanned settlements as people try to accommodate themselves while  job hunting. 


Similarly, this is what, we suspect, is currently happening in Disteneng squatter 


camp near Polokwane.  


 


 Previously, during the time South Africans used subsistence farming as a form of 


economy through livestock and crops farming, they could own large portion of land. 


They utilized that without conditions attached and produced enough for survival. 


Later they shifted from using subsistence economy as a means of earning a living to 


the use of money and financed form of business. These unjust and biased policies 


segregated and conditioned blacks to poverty. 


 


Although accepting that both blacks and white are creatures of God and both 


deserve treatment in the new South Africa, the conditions of blacks should be 


looked at first and there should be equity in terms of land allocation. Currently, the 


government needs to focus on checking both the conditions of people living in 


squatter camps and develop a responsive policy to whatever problem they 


(squatters) may be experiencing. Currently, South Africa advocates a policy of a 


creating a better life for all. It is now 13 years after the achievement of democracy. 


The question is: through its policies, strategic and tactical approaches in addressing 


the suffering landless people of living in squatter camps, is South Africa successfully 


addressing this problem? If yes, how is she addressing them? 


 


A large number of people are moving into Disteneng squatter camp despite the un-


conducive environment for human habitation. The shacks are constructed of 


flammable materials, which can easily and extremely be burnt down, particularly that 


they (shacks) are quite close to each other. Poverty in Disteneng squatter camp is 


not only about not having enough but also about being vulnerable to losing even the 


little that they have with reasonable changes in the policy environment, over which 


they do not have much control. Thus, they live in a perpetual state of uncertainty, as 


they have no tenure over the piece of land they occupied.  
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1.21.2  Problem  statement    Problem statement


  
The rapid increasing of the number of people moving to Disteneng squatter camp 


from the rural areas of the Limpopo Province becomes one of the most visible social 


challenges for the Polokwane Municipality.  According to Statistic South Africa the 


number of people moved to settle in Disteneng squatter increased annually. 


(Statistic South Africa Migration Report, 2006 July 03). 


 


This squatter settlement lacks basic infrastructures, facilities and services. There are 


no inside roads, water supply, proper toilets, waste collection and disposal, storm 


water drainage, public telephones, and electricity including security lighting. The 


inhabitants of this area do not have community facilities such as schools and clinics.  


 


The inhabitants of this informal settlement (Disteneng squatter camp) seems to be 


subjected to exploitation since they are hired for cheap labour, can be exposed to 


violence since there is no security and eviction due to lack of formally granted 


permission to settle. Napier, (2000: 55) asserts that some informal settlements are 


situated in an area susceptible to natural and environmental problems such as 


pollution as there is no officially controlled dumping area. Also, it is accessible or 


can be easily exposed to flood, as it is not in an officially surveyed and examined 


area for human settlement.   


 


 It is evident that the squatters offer little opportunities to the dwellers. It seems as if 


the squatter camp situation can turn into a breeding ground for social maladies such 


as crime, prostitution, and drug abuse as well as serious diseases such as malaria, 


cholera and HIV/AIDS (Abrams, C. 1994: 55). 


 


Disteneng squatter camp is challenged by physical, social, economic, 


environmental, and organizational problems that need to be collectively and 


adequately addressed. There is a need to successfully reduce poverty in this area.  
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1.3  Motivation for the study 


 


The existence of informal settlements worldwide has come to the consideration of 


the international organizations such as the United Nations (UN). Due to the 


realization of the low level of standard of living and the way in which the inhabitants 


in informal settlement are exposed to risky life, measures are constantly taken to 


assist develop them (informal settlement) into better living places. Specifically 


focusing in South Africa, informal settlements have challenged the National 


government to introduce programme to formalize all informal settlements. In 


Limpopo Province this issue is relatively new and unknown and thus special local 


research study should be undertaken. 


 


The researcher has both professional and personal motivation to rethink the manner 


by which squatters in Disteneng squatter camp have to be assisted by providing with 


better living conditions. Informal settlement dwellers have to be provided with better 


living environment through better service delivery by the municipality and the 


Provincial government of Limpopo. A thorough research on the problems they 


experience has to be made and policies for addressing them be developed. Their 


socio-economic conditions as well as their political situations have to be assessed, 


and necessary steps in resolving identified shortcomings be made. A lack of 


adequate delivery service and formal allocation of land to the landless people of 


Disteneng squatter camp  is the motivation behind this research work.  


  


The researcher hopes that this study would contribute information and knowledge, 


which could assist in motivating the government to provide alternative approaches in 


dealing with the challenge experienced by inhabitants of the Disteneng squatter 


camp. 


  


1.4 Aim of the study 
 


The aim of this study is to investigate the dimensions of poverty in informal 


settlements focusing on Disteneng squatter camp near Polokwane in the Limpopo 


Province. 
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1.5  Objectives of the study 
 


In order to gain insight into the aim of the research study, the following objectives 


need to be achieved:  


 


• To analyze the demographics and migration rate of the population of 


Disteneng squatter camp. 


• To investigate the socio-economic and political conditions in which the 


inhabitants of Disteneng squatter camp live with emphasis on poverty 


dimensions. 


• To find out the extent to which the government provides services for the 


improvement of lives of the population of Disteneng informal settlement. 


••  To make suggestions for consideration in policy development and 


implementation to improve the lives of the inhabitants therein.  


  


 
1.6  Research questions  


 


The intention of this study is to investigate the lives of the squatters and suggest 


possible ways for the improvement of the conditions in which they live (Disteneng 


squatter camp). The main research questions have been formulated as follows: - 


 


“What kind of socio-economic, political and educational conditions are inhabitants of 


Disteneng squatter camp living in and what could be done to provide better 


services? 


  


The main research question mentioned above can be sub-divided into the following 


sub-questions: 


 


• What kinds of people are living in Disteneng squatter camp? 


• Where do they come from and why? 


• What are the physical, economic and social conditions that people of 


Disteneng squatter camp are living in? 


• Where do the people of the Disteneng generate their income? 
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• What are the multiple-effects experienced by children and the youth from the 


poor living conditions? 


• What could be done to make those people to have a better life? 


 


1.7 Significance of the study 
 


The study is extremely important because of its relevance for the need to undertake 


a local research on the poverty and low socio-economic quality of life in informal 


settlements in order to seek possible solutions to improve their lives. Among others, 


this need stems from the fact that the provincial government is currently engaged in 


strategies that would assist to have reduced poverty and unemployment by half by 


2014 (South Africa Government Information, (AsgiSA, 2006:1). 


 


This study will be useful in providing analytical and constructive information that 


could assist the Limpopo Provincial Government, Polokwane Municipality, NGOs 


and other stakeholders in developing poverty alleviation strategies as well as a 


policy controlling and regulating for informal settlements in Limpopo and particularly 


Disteneng squatter camp.  


 


1.8  Definition of concepts 
 


The following concepts provided underneath are defined alphabetically in order to 


indicate their specific meaning and amplified to show their relevance in the study. 


 


 Dimensions of poverty 
 


According to Bradshaw & Finch, (2003: 4) dimension of poverty is the different 


measures of poverty, which are lacking socially perceived necessities, being 


subjectively poor and having a relatively low income. 
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 Household 
 


According to Statistics South Africa Census, (2001:11) a household is a group of 


people who live together and provide themselves jointly with food and/or other 


essentials for living, or a single person who lives alone. 


 


In this study household refers to a certain number of people who live together and 


share resources on daily basis in Disteneng. 


 


 Income  
 


According to Statistics South Africa Census, (2001:12), Income refers to all money 


received from salary, wages or own business; plus money benefits from employer, 


such as additional work activities, remittances from family members living 


elsewhere, state pension or grant, other pensions or grants, income from 


investments. 


 


In this study income refers to the money that a person earns after having provided 


an agreed service formally or informally. 


 


 Informal settlement 
 


According to Statistics South Africa Census, (2001:12) informal settlements are 


residential areas that do not comply with local authority requirements for 


conventional townships. They are typically, unauthorized.  


 


For the purpose of this study, informal settlement refers to a densely populated 


settlement that comprised of shelters built from diverse materials on a land that is 


not planned and usually not declared as a residential area. 


 


 Migration 
 


According to Statistics South Africa Compendium of concepts and definitions, (2005: 


17), migration refers to the movement of people from one place to another. 
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According to Ramphela, (2002: 66) migration is the relocation of people from rural to 


urban sectors. 


 


For the purpose of this study migration is the relocation of people from other areas 


to Disteneng squatter camp just a few kilometers from the city center of Polokwane. 


 


 Pollution 
 


According to Hugo et al (1997: 134), pollution refers to the release of harmful 


environmental contaminants that have a direct or indirect negative effect on people 


and their environment. 


 


In this study pollution refers to any substances released or produced to an extent 


that affects the people who live in the area because the environment has been 


made harmful to the lives of people. 


 


 Poverty 
 


According to the BEPA (PTY) Ltd Poverty Alleviation strategy Northern Province, 


(2001:01) poverty refers to not knowing where your next meal is going to come from, 


lack of shelter and being sick while not being able to see a doctor.  


 


In this study poverty refers to a state where residents in the informal settlement have 


a challenge to acquire resources such as food, proper shelter, water, sanitation, 


electricity and other basic services. 


 


 Squatter Camp 
 


According to Statistics South Africa (2001:14), squatter camp refers to the land, 


which has not been surveyed or proclaimed as residential, and the structure is 


usually informal. They are usually found on the outskirts of towns or in pockets of 


infill inside towns, or along railways and roads. 
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In this study squatter camp refers to a group or cluster of informal structures 


established in the outskirts of Polokwane City. 


 


 Unskilled People 
 


Unskilled people refers to the people who are not equipped to use reasoning and 


skills to perform work, (www.sedac.ciesin.columbia.edu/guides. 2005/09/13). In this 


study most of the people in Disteneng squatter camp do not have professional 


experience and are illiterate, meaning their skills of doing work is very poor.  


 


 Urbanization 
 


Urbanization refers to the process by which a country’s population changes from 


primary rural to urban. It is caused by the migration of people from the countryside 


to the city in search of better jobs and living conditions (www.unesco.org/education/ 


2005/09/15). 
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LLIITTEERRAATTUURREE  RREEVVIIEEWW  


  
2.1  Introduction 


 


This chapter reviews relevant literature to the study of living conditions in informal 


settlements with focus on poverty. It commences by promulgating what living in 


informal settlement entails in general, and then shifts to focus on the living 


conditions of the inhabitants of Disteneng within South African contexts and its 


claims of implementing policies to better lives of all South Africans.  


 


However, since the majority of South Africans do not have access to land ownership 


due to lack of money as there are no job opportunities, a need for the Government 


to intervene is very important, and in this regard, political implication is crucial. It has 


become clear that the conditions in which informal settlers live has to be positively 


reinforced. The extensive range of documents on squatter camp development 


supports this notion.  


 
2.2  International overview on the issue of informal settlement 


 


The universal history of informal settlements runs back many decades. Between the 


industrial revolution and late 1950s, almost all the cities of the developed world had 


substandard and unhealthy informal settlements. Partially the result of comparatively 


favourable positions in the core-periphery relationship of the world economic order 


but also thanks to appropriate human settlement strategies of respective 


governments, most of these settlements, at least in most of Western Europe, have 


disappeared. ‘’Slums’’ ‘’Squatter areas’’ ‘’Shanty Towns’’ and ‘’Spontaneous 


Settlements’’ depict particular settlements characteristic described in the literature. A 


collective term, which is commonly used for this urban phenomenon is ‘’informal 


settlements’’. 


 


In urban China homes are so crowded that every person occupies an average area 


of 4.8 square meters (Gilbert & Joseph, 1992: 77). In this scenario squatting is not 
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referred to the illegal settlement like in Disteneng squatter camp, it is related to the 


discomfort living in a household. This aforementioned view substantiate that informal 


settlement is not a national problem, but an international one. The inhabitants of the 


Disteneng squatter camp  are not alone in experiencing the difficulties of lack of 


service delivery in their community. 


 


To cite an example of the broadness of the existence of informal settlement in 


Bombay 77 percent of households with an average of 5.3 people live in one room 


and many others are forced to sleep on the pavement at night (Ramachandran, 


1977:55). 


  


Lack of employment and expensiveness of land contribute to poverty and 


congestion for people who live in towns. This view is supported by Dickenson et-al 


(1983:57) who states that dissatisfaction with poor living standards in rural areas 


lead to high out flow of rural population to towns. Such towns end up being over 


populated with poorly capacitated basic services. 


 


Indeed, if there is no income in any family there would be difficulties in terms of 


getting food, clothes and shelters. In any family, to exist there is a need for one 


member, at least, to be employed. In addition to views raised on causes of poverty, 


Thomas Malthus views population growth as one of the major causes of poverty. In 


this view it is argued that rapid population growth is the primary cause of the 


problems of the Third World since it results in widespread of poverty, economic 


stagnation, environmental destruction, rapid urbanization, unemployment and 


political instability. It was indicated that during the years of cold war and the Vietnam 


War in particular the view prevailed that overpopulation resulted in mass hunger 


(Tim and Alan, 1992: 43).  


 


Devas and Carole, (1993:1) argue that the rapid growth of urban population has 


obvious implications for the infrastructure and service needs of cities. The failure to 


expand water supplies, sanitation systems, housing supply and transportation to 


match the growth of population has been a prime cause of misery in the cities of the 


developing world. The UN (United Nation) centre for Human Settlements, in its 


Global Report on Human Settlements (1986: 5), estimates that around 30 percent of 
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the developing world’s urban population does not have access to safe water 


supplies.  


 


2.3  Relationship between informal settlement and poverty 
 


According to Silas (1989:37), informal settlements exist because of poverty, 


population growth, urbanization and land scarcity. He furthermore indicates that 


poverty can create long-term pressures. People are unable to obtain adequate food, 


clean water and other basic services as well as education. Their health and living 


standards often suffer when settlements are situated close to sources of pollution. 


Informal settlers are unable to overcome their problems, as money is scarce and 


density of population is very high. This state of affairs results in the spreading of 


diseases. This understanding is indisputable since money is a source of living and 


lack of it results in causing lack of basic conditions needed for survival.  


 


To further clarify what poverty entails, it be stated that poverty is first an economic 


situation and points to an individual’s relative inability to obtain resources for survival 


or to live humanly within a specific context. It is sometimes referred to as the 


minimum subsistence level in a society (Ramphele & Francis, 1989:16). 


  


The existence of this type of situation is not only in South Africa; it takes place or 


occurs all over the world and mainly in third world countries. To support this Gilbert 


& Joseph (1992:75), argue “It is only too easy to demonstrate the effects of poverty 


on housing in most third world cities. On any index of service provision, room 


density, or physical quality, a majority of the urban population is living at standard 


that are clearly unacceptable when compared to the way most Europeans or North 


Americans live”.  


  


Predominant, people living in these areas (informal settlement) lead hazardous life. 


They commit crime, practice prostitution and are exposed to any act of violence 


resulting in negative effects psychologically. In support of this, Perkins et al, (2001: 


73) are arguing that the psychological price of poverty is often the erosion of 


humanity, a strong feeling of marginalization and inferiority, defenselessness, 


insecurity, fear, and helplessness as well as a life for the moment mentality. Poverty 
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is mainly concerned with the absolute standard of living of a part of society, namely 


the poor. Inequality refers to relative living standards across the whole society.  


  


(Shamapande, 1998:46) argued that, poverty is chronic hunger, probably the most 


fundamental of a wider set of deprivations. Poverty means a failure to be able to 


participate in human society as well as the predicament of people who may be 


classified below a certain income threshold. 


  


In addition to the views raised in relation to chronic poverty, it is reflected that to 


defeat it, family members have to seek alternative positive means through which 


they can survive. If the members of the family are many, it implies major expenditure 


for that family to survive. Miller and Kate (1985:108) argue that chronic poverty 


creates living conditions that lead to recognizable behavioural patterns. Mechanisms 


to deal with poverty at the level of the household include the mobility of on-


productive members, the interdependent functioning of households, according to the 


principle of reciprocity, the formation of matrifocal households and the dependence 


on social networks.   


 


It is evident that non-productive members of households are the children and the 


unemployed, who are unable to contribute economically to the maintenance of the 


household and are thus, kicked out or rejected in the struggle for survival  


(www-wds.worldbank.org/servlet 23/06/2005).  


 


2.3.1 Squatters, poverty and multiple effects  
 


The contextual factors of poverty associated with the formation of gangs are chiefly 


poor accommodation, inadequate living space, inadequate public amenities and 


services, leaving school early, unemployment, relatively large and matrifocal 


households, the absence of a positive male identification figure, an attitude of living 


for the moment, a relatively low-esteem or self-concept, and the feeling of frustration 


and powerlessness (Burnett, 1999:3).  


 
As the most vulnerable economic group in squatter camps, unemployed young men 


frequently use physical violence and intimidation as effective mechanisms to 
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negotiate access to material and essential living resources. The absence of a 


positive self-perception and self-respect is often the result of negative self-


evaluation and assessment by society as well as the experience of failure.  


 
Squatters, as stated before, are all over the world. As long as there is no proper 


provision of land to all people, lack of job opportunities, poor service delivery and 


discriminatory development policies and lack of effective monitoring procedures 


when they are implemented, the existence of slums will not cease to exist. 


 
In relation to this, it is argued “the urban slum and squatting confront us with the 


worst failure of humankind’s urban endeavour while high crime rates become more 


the attractions of the city. Middle class observers tend to perceive urban poverty in 


distorted terms, which encapsulated in the notion of the slum. This is the result of 


uncontrolled migration (Tim & Alan, 1992:48)”.  


 
To further reflect on the views raised on the reasons advanced by the informal 


settlers when asked why they left their original place of living, according to the 


substantial body of research on rural-urban migration that has accumulated over the 


last three decades, the evidence is overwhelming: most people move for economic 


reasons. When people are asked why they moved, they usually cite the better 


prospects in the urban economy as their chief reason. Those migrants who are not 


motivated by the prospect of material rewards are a minority, (Tim & Alan 1992:48). 


It is the attitude that forces people to just stay wherever they find empty land as they 


fail to get employed. 


 


2.3.2 VViiccttiimmss  ooff  ppoovveerrttyy  aanndd  tthheeiirr  ssyymmppttoommss  


  
Due to boredom as there are no adequate recreational facilities in squatter camps, 


youth and a great number of unemployed people resort to crime and all unwanted 


practices. To support this, it is argued that: 


 
“The inability of boys and young men to experience success in relation according to 


the generation of income as a requirement, forces them into the street where violent 


behavior is the norm and a way of experiencing alternative success. The gangs 


become a significant reference group that forms an effective network for access to 
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material sources that would otherwise be unattainable. As gangs, they can 


intimidate other people successfully, carry out burglaries and participate in illegal 


dagga (marijuana), drugs and alcohol dealings, which make the material resources 


necessary for survival available to them (O’Hara-Murdock et al, 1997:103)”.  


 
Men leave their families and move to live temporarily in squatter camps, their wives 


and children become vulnerable to various bad practices, ranging from theft, 


alcoholism and crime as a means to attempt to quench frustrations. 


 
It is said that children and adolescents are particularly vulnerable social categories 


because they cannot make a substantial contribution to the household. The 


inadequacy of adult care exposes a boy to socialization with, and the acceptance of 


the male adolescent peer group. The peer group offers the adolescent, who is 


experiencing rejection, a feeling of self-esteem, self-assertion, support, and loyalty 


as well as the security of their own social group (Ramphele, 2002:60).  


 
2.3.3  Poverty and vvuullnneerraabbiilliittyy  


  
Vulnerability relates to poverty. When mankind is not having adequate food for 


survival, young girls resort to prostitution, and boys involve themselves in drugs, 


theft, cheap labour and all other forms of activities, which can lead them to danger. 


To further justify how these two concepts relate, Streeten (1994: 54), argued that 


poverty and vulnerability are often related, they are not synonymous. Some groups 


may be at risk of becoming poor because of inherent vulnerabilities (e.g. different 


types of discrimination based on class, gender or ethnicity, or factors such as 


disability or region of residence). Certain combination of vulnerability may be 


strongly correlated with poverty, such as female-headed households or families 


living in deep rural areas. But not all members of a particular vulnerable group are 


necessarily poor. This is an important distinction. In short, Streeten (1994: 54) 


concludes that poverty relates to deprivation, while vulnerability is a function of 


external risks, shocks and stress.     
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2.3.4  Defining poverty 
 


Poverty is defined as hunger, lack of shelter, being sick and not being able to see a 


doctor, not having access to school and not knowing how to read, not having job, 


fear for the future and living one day at a time. Poverty is losing a child to illness 


brought about by unclean water. Poverty is powerlessness, lack of representation 


and freedom. Poverty is not just an individual issue, it is a family, community, 


societal and global issue (Napier, 2000: 40). 


  


Defining and measuring poverty are essential to any discussion of poverty reduction. 


Definitions of poverty have traditionally focused only on material and specifically 


monetary measures of well-being. But key concepts behind poverty have evolved 


considerably in recent years. Today, a more holistic, multi-dimensional perception of 


poverty has emerged, drawn from interviews with the poor themselves. Definitions of 


poverty have expanded to include the social and psychological burdens of daily 


survival on the bottom rungs of society. This broader conception is described by 


Amartya Sen as a lack of capabilities that enable a person to live a life he or she 


values, encompassing such domains as income, health, education, empowerment 


and human rights (Sen 1999: 87-98). 


 


According to Haroon et-al, (2001: 54), poverty may be categorized into two: it may 


be chronic (long term) or temporary (short term). He depicted chronic poverty as 


being the one that is more difficult to address, and he associated it with persistent 


intergenerational poverty. He portrayed that temporary poverty may result from a 


one-time decline in living standards from which the household gradually emerges. 


Or it may show itself in fluctuations in well being, which result in frequent declines in 


living standards. For example, external shocks in the form of policy changes or 


natural disasters may plunge a household into poverty. In contrast seasonal 


variations in food security may result in some households periodically falling in and 


out of poverty, sometimes quite regularly, over time. 


  


Haroon et-al, (2001: 46), described poverty in terms of absolute versus relative 


poverty lines. Relative poverty line is not meant to change with the standard of living 
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in society. People are defined as poor when they lack the command over resources 


to meet some absolute needs.  


 


The question of whether poverty should be seen as a state of absolute or relative 


deprivation distinction is important because it affects the way we perceive poverty-


reduction policies. For example, though economic growth will generally result in a 


reduction in the number of people in absolute poverty, only a change in the 


distinction of income will reduce the number of people in poverty (Haroon et-al, 


2001: 46). However, in Disteneng squatter camp we used an absolute poverty line.                   


  


2.3.5  Deriving an absolute poverty line 
 


Ravallion, (1992: 25) argues that in most societies the notion of what constitutes the 


minimum living level is quite a bit higher than what is essential to survival. In 


addition, Berkerman, (1984:6) argued “it does not really make sense to define 


poverty at some minimum level when people continue to survive below it”. 


 


In his description of absolute poverty Haroon et-al, (2001: 46), argues that the most 


common approach in defining an absolute poverty line is to estimate the cost of a 


bundle of goods deemed to assure that “Basic needs” in developing countries, 


where food expenditure will make up a large part of the basic needs bundle, a 


poverty line based on the amount of money needed to buy enough food to obtain 


the minimum intake of kilojoules and a modest allowance for non-food goods is 


often advocated.  


  


22..33..66  CCoorrrreellaattiioonn  bbeettwweeeenn  iinnffoorrmmaall  aanndd  ssqquuaatttteerr  sseettttlleemmeenntt  


  
Informal settlements are characterized by humbler dwellings built and informally 


constructed .The areas in which these types of communities exist is not looked after 


by the government since it is not existing from its planning. It (informal settlement) is 


not budgeted for by any body/structure. They (informal settlements) are officially 


defined as residential areas that do not comply with local authority requirements for 


conventional (formal) townships. They are usually unauthorized and are invariably 


located upon land that has been proclaimed for residential use. They exist because 
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urbanization has grown faster than the ability of government to provide land, an 


infrastructure and homes to all its citizens (www.capegateway.gov.za/english/ 


guidelines 17/06/2005). As reflected in the aforementioned statement, the Disteneng 


squatter camp is not formally located, it mushroomed because of people who left 


their original places of living and come to settle near Polokwane hoping to grab 


employment opportunities. 


 


Informal settlements (often referred to as squatter settlements or shanty towns) are 


dense settlements comprising communities housed in self-constructed shelters 


under conditions of informal or traditional land tenure. They are common features of 


developing countries and are the typical products of an urgent need for shelter by 


the urban poor. As such they are characterized by a dense proliferation of small 


makeshift shelters built from diverse materials, degradation of the local ecosystem 


and severe social problems. 


 


In support of the above clarification of the similarities between informal and squatter 


settlement Dickenson et al, (1993: 55) argued that squatter settlements were once 


stereotyped as collections of in sanitary, flimsy dwellings, constructed by recent 


migrants who created a rural environment in the towns. Just like what the definition 


shows, these terms are used interchangeably and usually referring to the very same 


situation and process. As a result of urbanization due to the discovery of minerals 


and new farming methods, which result in creation of job opportunities, poor people 


move from their place of origin to towns hoping to secure employment and better 


service. In relation to this it is argued that informal settlements occur when the 


current land administration and planning fails to address the needs of the whole 


community. These areas are characterized by rapid, unstructured and unplanned 


development. On a global scale informal settlements are a significant problem 


especially in third world countries housing the world’s disadvantaged (Saff, 


1996:235). 


 


In a traditional black society, a male is expected to provide his family with all needs 


required for their survival i.e. food, shelter, clothing and protection. As the struggle to 


survive grows tougher and tougher and the space for living becomes smaller and 


smaller, males exude to settle in areas nearer to urban areas, resulting in the 
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development of squatter camps. As a proponent of these views, Dissel (1997:58), 


points out that countless males migrate to the urban areas in the hope that by 


getting closer to the city their chances of getting employment would increase. What 


happens is that due to unemployment, the breakdown of the family often results 


since the head is not working anymore. And as an aftermath, new informal 


marriages occur in squatter camps, which end up being informal families. 


 


To further reflect on the course leading to informal settlement Thirsk, (1996:57) 


argued that genesis of the informal settlements poverty shows that rural poverty was 


the major force behind the increase in urban poverty. It has impelled migration to the 


cities beyond the capacity of effective absorption by urban employment and urban 


services.  


  


22..44    SSqquuaattttiinngg  iinn  aa  SSoouutthh  AAffrriiccaann  ccoonntteexxtt  


  
2.4.1 Poverty in South Africa                         


  
South Africa is not immune from experiencing difficulties emanating from 


mushrooming informal settlements. There is great shortage of employment, housing 


and many basic needs. In an attempt to explain poverty within South African 


contexts, it is argued that the most widely used South African poverty lines are the 


Household subsistence Level (HSL) calculation by the institute for Planning 


Research and the Minimum Living Level (MLL), determined by the Bureau for 


Market Research. Both organizations calculate their poverty lines biannually for the 


major urban centers of South Africa and irregularly in rural areas, (Haroon et-al, 


2001: 48). The wide divergence of these poverty lines as evidenced by lack of 


water, (let alone purified water), healthy food, basic recreational facilities and a 


conducive place for living, are the rationale for employing a critical analysis of the 


poverty dimensions in  Disteneng squatter camp. 


 


South African depends on hunting and subsistence farming. Due to colonization, 


Africa and South Africa in particular, was affected economically, socially and 


politically. The then apartheid government demarcated land. It (land) had to be 


bought by money. Land grazing became small. Industrialization due to the discovery 
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of minerals and shift by farmers from traditional way of farming to mechanical form 


of farming affected the manner in which many black South African were living. 


Search for more space began. This resulted in triggering many people to move from 


rural areas to industrialized areas, thinking that they would have opportunities to get 


employment. 


  


To further reflect on how they (black people) moved to towns, it is reflected that the 


South African apartheid era has made the problems of urbanization more complex 


than they usually are. For generations, the urbanization of black people was made 


difficult by forcing them to live in areas far from the main cities. As a result, the 


majority of people who have gone to the cities to look for jobs end up staying in 


squatter camps because they could not afford paying for their daily transport 


(Ramphele, 2002:63).  


 


To reflect on what sped the movement of many blacks from their place of origin, it is 


argued “With the lifting of racial restrictions on areas where people may live and 


work in South Africa, many unemployed people in the homelands migrated to the 


major South African cities in search of work, bringing their families with them. The 


shortage of cheap accommodation in the cities has, however, forced them to live in 


shack-towns or squatter camps on open land (Abernethy, 2002: 88). 


 


The squatter areas in South Africa have absorbed most of the incoming rural 


families, despite the squalor of the squatter camps. Women tried to create the 


warmth and intimacy of family life inside their hardboard and tin shacks, or sent their 


children back to relatives in the rural areas (Ramphele, 2002:66).  


 


A study of Harare’s urban population revealed that some 110.000 people were living 


in informal settlements. Increasing rural poverty, overcrowded communal farming 


areas and high youth unemployment continue to fuel a major exodus from country to 


city. Many of these people now live in informal settlements, sometimes labeled by 


government as “temporary holding camps” which means both local and national 


governments efforts are slow in investing in social services such as housing, health 


care, education provision, waste disposal and water. Referring to informal peri-urban 


settlements around Harare in 1997, the minister for Health stated: 
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‘’It is as if Porta farm, Dzivarasekwa and Hatcliffe are dumping grounds, without 


serious thought given to the consequences of allowing such vast numbers of people 


in these areas. These communities are the biggest scar on the public health 


landscape’’. 


 


Municipal authorities contend that any substantial investment in informal 


communities only attracts more residents and is a waste of resources due to their 


impermanent nature (Chinyenze et al, 2001: 34-38). 


 


2.4.2 Poverty and race  
 


Living standards are closely correlated with race in South Africa. Whilst poverty is 


not confirmed to only one racial group, it is concentrated among blacks, particularly 


Africans. Regardless of the choice of poverty line, it is clear that Africans and 


coloureds experience far higher rates of poverty than amongst Asians and whites. 


When considering our case study, Blacks are the only group that is found just 


because of the location of this settlement. Klasen (2000: 62) states that in areas 


around Johannesburg coloureds and Africans characterize squatter settlements.  


  


The above reflected practice has been caused by the bias policies developed by the 


then government of South Africa in which black people were discriminated from 


enjoying many rights including ownership to land, quality education and freedom of 


movement and speech Taylor (2002: 20). In addition to this failure by the then 


apartheid government to develop a democratically debated policy, the now 


government also faces a great challenge of uprooting nepotism and biasness in the 


implementation of its policies and strategies.  


 


22..44..33      PPoovveerrttyy  aanndd  ggeennddeerr  


  


Previously, South African women were more disadvantaged than males. Women, 


culturally, were not encouraged to further their studies. They were encouraged to 


marry at a very early stage, with hope that they would have better future in their 


marriage. Males could, to a certain extent, further their studies. This practice 


 22







resulted in causing great suffering to many women as they face divorce and 


unemployment. In relation to this view, Streeten (1994: 64) argues: 


 


 “Because a household survey collects information principally at the household level, 


it cannot tell us much about the inequalities in resource allocations within 


households in squatter camps. When we talk about poor women, for example, we 


are talking about those women who are living in poor households. In reality, there 


may be many women who, although they live in non-poor households, should be 


counted as poor because of the inequalities in intra-household allocations. What 


emerges clearly from the South African household survey, however, is that 


households headed by women are more likely to be poor”. 


 


To further reinforce the difference in terms of levels of sufferings between males and 


females it is mentioned that “Resident males headed about 65% of households in 


the Project for Statistics and Living Standards and Development (PSLSD) survey. In 


the remaining 35%, the poverty rate at the higher poverty line was 60% amongst 


female-headed households considerably higher than the rate of 31% in males 


(Deaton, 1997: 55)  


  


22..44..44    PPoovveerrttyy  ((ppoooorr  sseerrvviicceess))  aanndd  ccoommmmuunniittyy  ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  


  


The government of South Africa has a new approach of providing delivery services 


such as water, electricity and all other basic needs required by the communities 


(DPLG). It resolved to involve communities in decision making about what is 


needed. The communities are expected to prioritize their needs and submit them to 


the local municipalities (Green Paper Transforming Public Service Delivery 1996: 4)  


  


ANC (1994:27) argues that delivery services are dependent upon community 


participation. While the central government has financing responsibilities, provincial 


and local government should be the primary agencies facilitating the delivery of 


housing and should be participating in the delivery of rental housing stock. 


Organizations of civil society are supposed to play a supportive role in relation to 


local government in order to enhance the delivery process.  
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The (role of) various entities in the private sector (the construction and supplies 


industry, etc), local business concern, local cooperatives and the concept of self-


build in the delivery systems should aim to maximize job creation, the use of local 


materials, and local income i.e. Local Economic Development (LED), (Green Paper 


Transforming Public Service Delivery 1996: 6) 


 
 


2.5 Dimensions of Poverty 
 
These varying aspects of poverty tend to be self-reinforcing, making it all the more 


difficult to move out of poverty and construct a stable life. It is hard to plan ahead or 


to seize new opportunities when you are exhausted, stressed or hungry. In addition 


the poor often live in dangerous and degraded environments, since that is all they 


can afford. They are thus the most vulnerable to violence, crime and natural and 


economic catastrophes (Martin .1993: 44). 


 


Finally, living in poverty often means facing a truncated view of the future. The poor 


are often averse to risk, having suffered from mistakes or false expectations in the 


past and lacking assets to fall back on. Whereas those with means can save for 


emergencies and plan for the future, the poor do not have that luxury. A poor 


person’s planning horizon how far ahead they can plan or foresee is often 


determined by when food will run out. It may be as soon as the end of the day. This 


element of poverty, the lack of ability to reasonably plan for the long term has real 


significance for anything related to ecosystem management, which over extended 


periods of time, often yield benefits in the future (Ramphele, M. & Francis, W. 1989: 


47). 


 
2.5.1  Housing 


 
The standard of houses in which the majority of South Africans live is very low. All 


this is due to lack of employment, lack of land on which agricultural and livestock 


farming can be practiced so that people accumulate money which they can use to 


buy or build better houses. As a result of urbanization, people flocked to live in near 


urban areas hoping to grab opportunities for employment. As a result, they live in 


poor houses. Due to economic fluctuations and inadequate industrialization, many 
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people remained poor even if they moved to settle in informal settlement, which are 


next to big towns. To support this, Dickenson et-al, (1993: 185) argue that: 


urbanization occurs without adequate industrialization, sufficient formal employment 


or sufficient wages. This urbanization has burgeoning urban populations to poor 


quality housing.  


  
When housing is poor, people are subjected to wind, rain, floods and cold. They can 


easily become sick. Better housing means better life and access to safety. The 


inhabitants of Disteneng squatter camp have no adequate housing and they are 


exposed to effects of bad weather. To reflect the importance of housing, Gilbert & 


Joseph, (1992:79) argued, “Housing is a highly visible dimension of poverty. 


Perhaps that is why it constitutes such an emotive issue in so many third world 


cities. The sight of thousands, or millions, of people huddled in shabby 


accommodation with a minimum of servicing is certain to evoke some reaction from 


politicians and public alike”. Just like anyplace where poverty prevails, housing has 


become the most visible dimension of poverty.  


  
In view of the state in South Africa, housing is a socio-economic area where the 


backlogs are reaching critical levels. The housing problem is top of the agenda of 


the new government, owing to its link to a wide range of problems such as 


availability of land, urbanization, squatting and the popular demand for housing, 


(Consultative Business Movement, 1994:12).  


 
Many dwellings are constructed with windowless rooms so that even daytime the 


dwellers cannot see each other without the help of a light or fire. Ventilation is poor 


and often circulation of fresh air is completely lacking. In most cases single room 


serves as a living room, bedroom, sickroom, kitchen and dining room. The average 


number of people living in such single room can vary from 4 to 10 (Desai & 


Devadas, 1990: 34). 


 
Housing in its most basic sense is shelter, but in the modern world it should serve 


far more needs than only protecting people. It should provide space for a range of 


activities such as cooking, eating, working, recreation, and sleeping of which is not 


in this settlement. It should provide a location that determines relative access to 


schools, jobs, parks, retail areas, friends, and other amenities. It also provides a 


 25







measure of relative status, in so far as people are judged by the quality and location 


of their housing. Owning a house has become the major household investment in 


our era, which has been called “the post-shelter society”. Thus, while housing has 


always been an essential commodity, today it is valued much more highly for its 


physical functions (Anthony & James, 1988: 326). 


 
In the RDP documents endorsed there is a principle that, all South Africans have a 


right to a secure place in which to live in peace and dignity. Housing is a human 


right. That is why one of the RDP`s first priorities is to provide for the homeless .The 


lack of adequate housing and basic services in urban townships and rural 


settlements today has reached crisis proportions. The urban housing backlog in 


1990 was conservatively estimated at 1.3 million units. To this should be added an 


estimated 200 000 new households each year. There is, unfortunately, little 


research available on the rural housing situation and the Bantustans (ANC, 


1994:22).  


 
  The informal settlement and housing are in many cases, not suitable human 


habitats despite performing important sociall  and economic functions for the 


residents in the absence of other alternatives (Landman & Lieberman, 2001:55) 


 


2.5.2 Water and Sanitation 
 
In Disteneng informal settlement, the observation showed that there is neither tap 


water nor sanitation because people have to walk a long distances to fetch water by 


wheelbarrows. This results in exposing the inhabitants to live in an unhealthy 


condition. Water is life. Without water nothing can continue with life. Adequate 


provision of sanitation supports good health. 


 


To support how invaluable the provision of water and sanitation to mankind and how 


bad life can be during its shortage, it is argued that water is a natural resource, and 


should be made available in a sustainable manner to all South Africans (McDonald 


and Smith, 2002: 14)  
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ANC, 1994: 28) state that more than 12 million people in South Africa do not have 


access to clean water and 21 million people do not have adequate sanitation (toilets 


and refuse removal). Less than half of the rural population has a safe and 


accessible water supply, and only one person in seven has access to adequate 


sanitation. Communities have had little say in the provision of water and sanitation, 


and decision-making in the water delivery agencies has reflected broader apartheid 


ideology. The privileged minority dominates access to water resources while the 


majority of the population enjoys little or no water security. 


 


The rapid growth of urban population as mentioned before has obvious implications 


for the infrastructure and service needs of cities. The failure to expand water 


supplies, sanitation systems, housing supply and transportation to match the growth 


of population has been a prime cause of misery in the cities of the developing world 


(Devas & Carole, 1993:1). Relating this to conditions of the inhabitants of the  


DDiisstteenneenngg  ssqquuaatttteerr  ccaammpp, they do not have formal roads, most of the roads are 


badly eroded by heavy rains which makes moving within settlements difficult and 


also prevent any emergency vehicles from entering in the place, supply of water, 


and provision of sanitation or any form of transportation system.  


 
2.5.3 Energy and Electrification 


 
Department of Mineral and Energy (DME, 1998: 21) claimed that four million people 


i.e. 37% of all households still do not have access to electricity, and the government 


has committed itself to providing access to basic supplies of electricity to all 


households by 2008 and 2012 respectively. It was also indicated that the bulk of the 


remaining electricity connections will be difficult to access to informal settlements 


where capital and operating costs per unit are significantly higher than urban areas 


due to lower population densities and longer distances from electricity sources. The 


inhabitants in these informal settlements are in undeclared zones. 


 


The ANC in the RDP publication (1994:31), argued: 


“Urban households face high costs for paraffin and gas. Coal, where it is available, 


is cheap but results in severe health problems. An underpaid workforce fails to 


assess and internalize environmental hazards related to the use of coal. Though 
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Eskom has the capacity to generate enough power for South Africa, only 36 per cent 


of South African households have access to electricity, leaving some three million 


households not electrified. Furthermore, some 19 000 black schools (86 per cent) 


and around 4 000 clinics were without electricity. Little attention has been paid to 


utilizing sustainable energy sources such as solar power”.  


 


 
2.5.42.5.4  Telecommunication    Telecommunication


  
Communication is always a means through which we contact each other and 


manage to maintain relationship being at a distance. In case of emergency such as 


house burnt, attacks by thugs, house breaking and illnesses, communication 


devices such as telephones are highly needed. The availability of communication 


systems plays a pivotal role worldwide. All countries and individual people of the 


world are able to inter-act quickly because of the existence of effective 


communication devices. To reinforce the value of communication devices, it is 


argued: 


 


Telecommunication is an information infrastructure and must play a crucial role in 


South Africa’s health, educational, agricultural, informal sector, policing and safety 


programmes, (ANC, 1994: 34).  


 


2.5.5  Environment 
 


Environmental awareness in all communities is of great assistance. If communities 


are well made aware of the importance of keeping the environment clean and they 


practice it, their health become safe. In environmental reporting, there is sometimes 


the assumption that informal settlements and poverty are the main environmental 


degradation in developing countries. The National States of the Environment Report 


for South Africa suggests discouraging harmful land-use practices in all sectors and 


providing alternatives to informal sector activities, which use environmental 


resources unsustainably (DEAT, 1999: 60) 
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The World Health Organization (WHO) states that environmental threats to human 


health can be divided into traditional hazards associated with lack of development 


and modern hazards associated with unsustainable development. These hazards 


can be further sub-divided into internal and external hazards. Internal hazards are 


related to lack of sanitation, fresh water, poor building materials and marginalized 


location like in the informal settlements whereby houses constructed typically from 


materials such as plastic sheeting cupboards and other temporary materials. The 


materials are not particularly strong and create insecure and unsuitable structures. 


The materials themselves may also be breeding grounds for disease vectors and 


parasites (WHO, 2002: 55)  


  


The combination of high density settlements, the burning of biomass fuels, 


temporary building materials and lack of access to municipal services means that 


the informal settlements are particularly prone to outbreaks of fire. The fuels used in 


informal homes especial paraffin, lead to a high number of accidents particularly 


amongst children (Napier, 2000: 64) 


 


2.5.6  Health 
 


Lack of access to service plays a major role in the spreading of diseases. In the 


developing world the major childhood conditions that are responsible for death, are 


acute respiratory infections, malaria, measles and peri-natal conditions (WHO, 


1999). These conditions are factors such as limited access to clean water, poor 


sanitation, use of biomass fuels and overcrowding. The biggest cause of death is 


acute respiratory infection linked to indoor air pollution and overcrowding, and this is 


where the most urgent intervention is required (Napier, 2000: 40). 


  


It is argued that an enormous number of South African children under the age of 10 


years are malnourished and stunted. Many thousands of adults, especially the 


elderly, are hungry, and millions of people, young and old, live in constant fear of 


being hungry (ANC, 1994:41). The inhabitants of Disteneng squatter camp are not 


immune from this. 
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It is a healthy society that will contribute to its growth and the development of the 


country. As a reflection on the state of health generally, the health indicators of 


South Africa illustrate the extent of the problems and inequality that exist in the 


health environment. This sector requires restructuring at national and provincial 


levels, (CBM, 1994:14).  


 


2.5.7   Unemployment and crime  


  
Unemployment and poverty causes many human tragedies, forcing people to 


prostitution, substance abuse and criminal activities. The majority of the people 


residing in informal settlements have to rely on these informal activities to feed their 


families because job opportunities are few and require education which most of the 


dwellers do not have  (Landman & Lieberman, 2001:53). 


  
Generally speaking, unemployment creates a lot of tension in the country as a 


whole. People organize marches against the government as an attempt to pursue it 


to create jobs. Some families break up due to lack of provision of basic needs by the 


unemployed breadwinner. Children drop out from school due to lack of money for 


paying school fees. To reflect the impact of poverty within South African context, the 


Consultative Business Movement (CBM, 1994: 11) has indicated that: 


 


“Unemployment is a dire threat in South Africa, affecting some 40% of the 


economically active population not employed in formal economy. This is further 


compounded by the fact that the formal economy absorbs only 5% of new entrants 


annually, and has been losing jobs for the last four years, (CBM 1994:11)”.  


 


The unemployed are unproductive, but they are usually not representative of the 


most desperate urban living conditions. Higher levels of unemployment among the 


more educated appear as the potential rewards for their extended research of job. In 


reality, these well-educated people come from families, which are able to support 


them through the lengthy period of unemployment. In contrast, the poorest, whose 


relatives and friends cannot help them are forced to find some livelihood in a hurry 


(Gilbert & Joseph, 1992).  
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To add validity to this view, it is argued that the squatters have little ability to provide 


for themselves since they are mostly unemployed, unskilled and illiterate. This 


implies that people are dependent on handouts for survival, with the ensuing decline 


in human dignity (Blignaut & De Wit, 2004:21). 


 


Tim & Alan, (1992:43,) see the major cause of unemployment in many Third World 


countries is the growth in the number of young people needing employment at a 


faster rate than employment possibilities for them. Policies were put in place to 


decrease or stop the population growth and another way is that work creation could 


be prioritized over permanent paid employment. 


 


The negative effects of unemployment, according to (Tim & Alan, 1992:43) is not a 


single process. It can cause by a range of different phenomena that affect the nature 


of unemployment.   Another dimension of environmental threat is that residents of 


informal settlements are particularly vulnerable to crime. Flimsy structures make 


burglary and indeed a range of other violent personal crimes more likely. The 


response by state officials to crime occurring in informal settlements is limited 


because of the lack of vehicle access to many parts of settlements, lack of access to 


telephones, lack of street lighting and difficulties in locating street addresses.  


 


 Lack of reporting of crime because of distance to police stations and fear of 


retribution also means that a large proportion of criminal activity remains hidden. In 


the absence of formal responses to combat crime, local forms of crime prevention 


often arise e.g. vigilantism and people’s counts, which can support by forms of 


unofficial local government, which occur in many settlements. In many ways the 


occupants of informal settlements are particularly vulnerable to victimization and 


again the impacts on the poor can be dire (Landman & Lieberman 2001: 55).  


 


Crime and particularly violent crime (murder, rape and robbery with aggravating 


circumstances) is increasing dramatically in South Africa, more especially in informal 


settlements, which are around our major centers and it poses problems in all sectors 


of society, (CBM, 1994: 15). This view has been previously reflected. Indeed, when 


youth are not attending school or unemployed, they resort to activities, which 


threaten life such as selling and usage of drugs and theft. 
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22..66    IInntteerrvveennttiioonnss  ttoo  rreemmeeddyy  ppoovveerrttyy  


    


It is imperative that both international and national structures play an effective and 


efficient role in eradicating poverty. World Health Organization (WHO) and food 


granting programmes controlled by the United Nations should assist in bringing 


about solution to this problem. In relation to poverty eradication program, Atal & 


Oyen, (1997:77) argued that poverty eradication is a major challenge worldwide. 


While data on poverty in Africa is generally lacking and often fragmented, evidence 


available from diverse sources consistently underscores the acuteness of the 


poverty situation and its severity in the continent.  


 


In relation to intervention on solving problems experienced by the squatters in other 


parts of the world, Gilbert & Joseph, (1992. 47) point out that many city  


administrations in the third world have felt the need to introduce policies to slow the 


rate of migration from the rural areas. Incapable of supplying the housing or 


infrastructure required to accommodate the growing population, they have frequently 


advocated the idea of influx control. In fact very few countries have introduced such 


a policy and in most places it has had limited success. 


 


Further, Devas & Carole, (1993:1) have revealed that over the years, city planners 


and managers have made attempts to bring the situation under control, but with few 


exceptions their efforts have proved totally inadequate. In addition to this view, 


Dickenson et-al, (1993: 95) see that the only solution to remedy poverty is to 


immediately eradicate squatter settlement.  


  


The South African government developed various means and ways through which 


the conditions of people living in squatter camps can be developed. It has a tool for 


developing a better life for all. This is revealed since it is reflected that South 


African’s efforts to tackle the challenge through the Reconstruction and 


Development Programme (RDP)`s long-term goal was to provide every South 


African with access to water and sanitation, maintenance systems which ensure 


minimum disruptions in service particularly in rural areas. The RDP was meant to 


develop appropriate institutions, including village water communities and its effects 


were not felt in this settlement (ANC, 1994: 29). 
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The Natural Resources Institute's Local Economic and Rural Economic and 


Enterprise Development Programme (2004: 38) has indicated that, with greater 


international multi-donor initiatives and developing country governments' emphasis 


on poverty reduction and decentralization in recent years, there is increased 


responsibility being placed on municipal and/or local government to develop 


strategies to increase jobs and revitalize local and regional economies.  


 


The Natural Resources Institute's Local Economic and Rural Economic and 


Enterprise Development Programme (2004:24) state that the main aim of Local 


Economic Development (LED) initiatives is to encourage local participation and 


consensus building to determine economic and social welfare initiatives for the 


locality and the community. They further indicate that the concept of local economic 


development is based on promoting local approaches that respond to local needs 


and conditions.   


According to The Natural Resources Institute's Local Economic and Rural Economic 


and Enterprise Development Programme, Local economic development requires the 


creation of an environment that enables the stimulation of new opportunities, in rural 


and urban regions where there may be limited existing opportunities for economic 


growth. They further emphasize that Local Economic Development programmes 


should aim to strengthen and re-enforce sustainable income generating 


opportunities for the local community, particularly for the poor (Downard 2000: 70). 


 


It was indicated in The Benefit of minimal Land Development Regulation that for 


many years, government and policy analysis viewed these informal settlements as 


slums needing eradication. A common belief is that informal settlements are chaotic, 


posing serious threat to public safety and health. Though the government has 


programmes in place to try to address this problem, impact is least realized. 


 


The MEC for Housing in Gauteng, Ms Nomvula Mokonyane in her speech on the 9th 


June 2006, indicated that one of the key aspects the department of housing is 


committed to do is the eradication of informal settlements by 2014. (Budget Speech, 


MEC for Housing, 2006/07: 3). 


 33







 


This was also mentioned by the head of media and stakeholder Relations within the 


department of housing, that the Minister of Housing together with her senior 


management team are intervening at local level by undertaking regular visits to the 


Provinces to ensure that there is ongoing capacity to speed up housing service 


delivery by 12 percent in order to eradicate informal settlements by 2014. 


 


For so long the issue of land and houses have been top on the agenda in South 


Africa; hence the progress to exterminate informal land occupation is still not 


directed. Shortage of state owned land next to the places of work has played a 


major role in hindering the efforts of our local government to provide desired houses 


and standard services for the poor. Poor enforcement of policies in municipalities 


makes it so difficult to stop further invasion in such diminutive available land (Budget 


Speech, MEC for Housing, 2006/07: 4). 


  
2.7 Conclusion  


 


According to the Consultative Business Movement, (1994, 17) one of the South 


Africa’s key challenges is to ensure and maintain economic growth and the 


equitable distribution of its results. Although there are other challenges, socio and 


economic problems highly affect the majority of people of South Africa. In addition to 


the reflected views, inclusively is the domestic demand for development and the 


need to integrate with a changing international economy.  


 


 Social pressures are affecting domestic transformation. Although poverty is a 


difficult thing to be defined and to be measured, subsequent to reviewing different 


literatures we were able to define poverty as related to the situation in Disteneng 


squatter camp. Then, we have acquainted ourselves with the perspectives of other 


researchers in relation to informal settlements; we now can outline all those 


confinements in the dimensions of poverty as experienced by the community in 


Disteneng squatter camp. 
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CCHHAAPPTTEERR  33  


  


RREESSEEAARRCCHH  MMEETTHHOODDOOLLOOGGYY  


  


33..11    IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn  


  


This chapter describes the research design and details the research methods used. 


The area of study is clearly indicated, population and the use of the sampling 


method of the informal settlement. The type of instruments used for gathering data 


and the procedures for collecting data are presented as well as the process of 


analysing data. The chapter concludes with a discussion on the limitations and the 


ethical considerations of the research. 


    


33..22    Research design  
 
Research design is the logic that links the data to be collected to the initial questions 


of the study. Every empirical study has an implicit, if not explicit, research design 


(Martin, 1993: 31). 


 


This study will use both qualitative and quantitative approach, in conducting a field 


and documentary survey of Disteneng informal settlement.  


 


The information needed to guide the effect of change through better policy on 


improving the lives of people living in squatter camps is very crucial. In order to 


create an understanding about the purpose of this research work, it was found 


necessary to involve both inhabitants of Disteneng squatter camp and the local 


municipality, which in this case is Capricorn.  


 


Town planners and policy developers have vast of experience about what is 


necessarily needed while planning to establish a new settlement. They together with 


various governmental sub structures can identify a good area for development and 


develop a policy on how such an area can be developed and also provide adequate 


services to the dwellers/ inhabitants. Both government officials` knowledge on 


informal settlement life and informal settlement’s inhabitants’ daily experiences have 
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been used to gather information which can assist in paving a way forward for the 


development of Disteneng squatter camp.  


 


The researcher has taken into consideration measures needed to develop a better 


living settlement for the people of Disteneng squatter camp. Suggestions on how 


best this can be achieved have been made through recommendations. The reflected 


recommendations have been arrived and guided by the information gathered 


through fieldwork and observing the socio economic conditions of the Disteneng 


informal settlement.  


  


33..33    AArreeaa  ooff  ssttuuddyy  


  


AArreeaa  ooff  ssttuuddyy  iiss  aa  ggeeooggrraapphhiicc  aarreeaa  aaddddrreesssseedd  bbyy  tthhee  aannaallyyssiiss  iinn  aa  ppllaann  oorr  ssttuuddyy  


((www.tzbsite.com/glossary),08/11/2006www.tzbsite.com/glossary),08/11/2006..  Disteneng squatter camp is one of the 


informal settlements in Limpopo Province and is about 5km from the city centre of 


Polokwane in the western part of the city of Polokwane. Its northern side is boarded 


by light industries and on the southern side are some formal residential areas (See 


appendix 1). Disteneng squatter camp `s population has been growing annually and 


in 2001 was approximately 22005522 (statistics South Africa: 2006) (see table 1).  


  


Since the aim of this study is to investigate the dimensions of poverty in informal 


settlements focusing on Disteneng squatter camp near Polokwane in the Limpopo 


Province, each of the poverty dimensions becomes a subject for this study. These 


include income, education, health, housing, unemployment, and poor access to 


basic services and information. Causes of poverty, effects and the multiple effects 


thereof form part of the subjects of this research study.  


 


The relevance of this study supported by the number of squatter camp residents that 


has been growing overtime as follows: 
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TTaabbllee  11::  MMiiggrraattiioonn  ooff  ppeeooppllee  ttoo  DDiisstteenneenngg  ssqquuaatttteerr  ccaammpp  oovveerr  aa  ssiixx--yyeeaarr  ppeerriioodd  


  


YYeeaarr  MMiiggrraattiioonn  ppeerr  ggeennddeerr    TToottaall  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ppeeooppllee  wwhhoo  mmiiggrraatteedd  


11999966  MMaalleess                                3300  


FFeemmaalleess                        2255  


5555  


11999977  MMaalleess                                7722  


FFeemmaalleess                        6655  


113355  


11999988  MMaalleess                              119955  


FFeemmaalleess                      116666  


336611  


11999999  MMaalleess                              117733  


FFeemmaalleess                    116688  


334411  


22000000  MMaalleess                              220055  


FFeemmaalleess                      221144  


441199  


22000011  MMaalleess                              337755  


FFeemmaalleess                      336666  


774411    


TToottaall    22005522  


 


Source: Author’s field Data, 2005 


  


From the figures above, a total number of 1050 males viz. 51,2% migrated to 


Disteneng squatter camp over a six-year period as compared to the number of 1002 


females viz. 48,8%. It is therefore evident that males migrated to the Disteneng 


squatter camp in a big number as compared to females. 


  


3.4. Population  
 
Population is that aggregation of elements from which the sample is actually 


selected (Babbie.1995: 194). In this study, efforts were made to select the 


population that will make the generalization of the findings acceptable. As seen from 


the definitions above, population samplings is a very critical stage in any research 


project because it is from the sampled population that the data are going to be 


collected. 
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In this study, the sample of 60 respondents comprising of 34 men 26 women who 


were assisted in completion of questionnaires, all residing at Disteneng near 


Polokwane (Capricorn Municipality) in Limpopo Province- South Africa.  


 
 


3.5. Sampling  
 


Random sampling was used in this research where female and male inhabitants of 


Disteneng informal settlement were sampled. Random sampling enabled the 


researcher to choose the respondents who participated in this study regardless of 


gender and the age in the Disteneng squatter camp. In this study, 60 respondents 


were drawn from the total shacks of 611, which is the ratio of 10% in Disteneng 


informal settlement, as it was not easy to investigate the entire area 60 is the ratio of 


10% which is well representing the total population. 


  
The sample summarised as follows: 


 
 60 inhabitants with 34 being males and 26 females. 


 


 For each and every ten shacks one person was randomly chosen for a sample. 
  
This sample was selected because it is believed that it will provide the researcher 


with relevant data and also yields a rich descriptive data (Bogdan & Briklen, 


1992:52). Although the sample was small, it served as the representative of the 


entire population of Disteneng squatter camp and would provide the dimensions of 


poverty. 


 


According to Brynard & Hannekom  (1996:43), sampling can be applied in a situation 


where the population is too large to complete record in an acceptable time period. 


The researcher must single out part of the population for closer investigation. 


 
The random sampling procedure was employed because as Bailey (1994:87-89) 


states, the advantage is that each persons in the universe has an equal probability of 


being chosen for the sample regardless of similarity or differences among them as 


long as they are members of the same universe. Random sampling has an 
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advantage of being accurate and does not require the assumption of a randomized 


sampling frame. 


 


3.6 Research approaches 
 
The researcher used both the qualitative and quantitative methods, as they are 


more relevant for this study. The choice of the approach to be used in any research 


is influenced by a number of factors, which may include the nature of the unit of 


analysis and the overall setting (Rudestam & Newton, 1992:25). McMillan & 


Schumacher (1993:14) mention that the most distinction to a reader between 


quantitative and qualitative research is in the form of presentation. Quantitative 


research presents statistical results represented by numbers while qualitative 


research presents facts in a narration form with words. However, some scholars 


perceive the differences as much more than this narrow distinction. 


 
3.6.1 Quantitative approach 


 
Rudestam & Newton (1992:24) further describe quantitative research as a method, 


which is used to determine the aggregate between groups or classes of subjects. 


Here the emphasis is placed on the precise measurement and controlling for 


extraneous sources of error. The purpose therefore is to isolate a variable of interest 


(the independent variable) and manipulate it to observe the impact of the 


manipulation on a second, or dependent variable.  


 


Quantitative data are generally evaluated using descriptive and inferential statistics. 


The emphasis in this method is the relationship between variables in terms of 


numbers. The method was, therefore, fully applied in the study as variables were 


quantified.  


 


3.6.2 Qualitative approach 
 


In contrast to quantitative research, qualitative research focuses on the nature of the 


phenomenon under investigation. Gay & Airasian (2000:16) describe qualitative 


research as an effort to understand situations in their uniqueness as part of a 
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particular content and their interactions. This understanding is an end in itself, in that 


it is not attempting to predict what it means for the participants to be in that setting, 


what their lives are like, what is going on them, what their meanings are, what the 


world looks like in the particular setting, and in the analysis strive for depth of 


understanding.  


 


Qualitative implies that the data are to a greater extent in the form of words as 


opposed to numbers. According to Polkinghorne (1991:112), qualitative methods are 


especially useful in the generation of categories for understanding human 


phenomena and the investigation of the interpretation and meaning that people give 


to events they experience. 


 


In this study the use of qualitative approach involved interaction with the squatter 


people in order to determine how they respond to the challenges of poverty. All 


observations recorded were primarily descriptive in nature and will also be captured 


in the prepared observation instrument. The researcher was interested in 


establishing the dimension of poverty for people living in informal settlement.  


 


3.6.3  Motivation for the use of quantitative and qualitative approaches   
 


Given the above exposition, it is not easy to use one of the two methods without 


involving the other. Most research studies employ the two methods with the 


emphasis on one than on the other depending on the nature of the research and 


approach used. Vockell & Asher (1995:193) summarize the two approaches as 


follows: “in fact, the two types of research approaches are perhaps of great value 


when combined. An appropriate strategy is to understand the basic principles of 


both quantitative and qualitative research, to know the strengths and limitations of 


each, and to be able to interpret the results of both methods”. 


 


The two approaches were used in the study. For example quantitative data were 


collected using questionnaires while qualitative data were collected using 


observation. Therefore, the collection of data relied on both approaches. The 


advantage of using the two methods together is that reliability and validity in the 


research are ensured.   
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3.7 Validity and reliability 
 


Bless and Higson-Smith (1995:104) describe that all methods of data collection 


should be used in such a manner that the validity and reliability of findings are 


ensured. Validity and reliability are key concepts in any form of enquiry, including 


this study. The two concepts are therefore explained below in the context of this 


study. 


 
3.7.1 Validity 


 


According to Babbie (1995:127), in conventional usage, the term validity refers to 


the extent to which an empirical measure adequately reflects the real meaning of the 


concept under consideration. Validity is therefore without doubt, one of the most 


important characteristics of a research. It is thus vital that research instrument that is 


used in a study be considered for its validity. In terms of this study, the variables 


which were supposed to be measured in this research were covered in the 


questionnaire which were distributed to the respondents such variables were the 


following: sanitation, provision of water, job opportunities, health, HIV and Aids 


awareness, education, availability of recreational facilities and provision of all 


necessary basic services. 


 
 


3.7.2 Reliability 
 


Neuman (1997:172) defines reliability in qualitative research as the consistency of 


the researcher’s interactive style, data recording, data analysis, and interpretation of 


participant meanings from data. 


 
Whereas and Babbie (1995:124) defines reliability as a matter of whether a 


particular technique, applied repeatedly to some object, would yield the same result 


each time.  The responses gathered through the questionnaires were recorded, 


analysed and interpreted using the scientific methods / techniques in research. 


 


Having employed these scientific methods / techniques these justified the validity 


and reliability of the research. 
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3.8 Data gathering instruments 
 


Data gathering instruments are the variety of instruments to be use in data collection 


methods (www.ucop.edu/cmi/instruments.htm1. 08/11/2006).  


 


The researcher used a questionnaire (see Appendix 2) to gather data for this study 


in order to map out the dimension of poverty in Disteneng squatter camp. The 


researcher compiled a questionnaire and interview schedule that was administered 


to all the respondents who participated in this study. People have been provided 


with these questions and they have responded. The table below indicates the total 


questionnaires distributed: 


 


 


Table: 2 Questionnaire distributed to Disteneng squatter camp  


  


Population by gender Number of questionnaires  
Distributed  
 


Number of questionnaires 
Returned 
 


Male  34 34 


Female 26 26 


Total Number 60 60 


Total % 100 100 


 
 


 


Source: Author’s field Data, 2005 


 


Questionnaire 
 


The researcher collected data by using a questionnaire, an instrument commonly 


associated with qualitative research. The instrument was carefully designed and 


administered to 60 people residing at Disteneng squatter camp. The questionnaire 


used -- open and close- ended questions.  


 
Open-ended questions are questions that require that the respondent provide 


his/her own answer to each question or item (Rubin & Babbie, 1989: 158). For 
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example, why have you migrated to Disteneng? The advantage of this question is 


that the respondents are not confined, as they are free to express themselves and 


give more elaborate answers. Open-ended questions have disadvantages. 


According to Neuman (1997:272) the respondent may be tempted to indicate false 


or no answers; they are often difficult to score and record, and the answer may be 


complex. The researcher minimised these types of questions to few by asking 


learners to provide a reason for a false or no answer. 


 
According to Rubbin & Babbie (1989:158) close-ended questions are those that the 


respondent is asked to select an answer from a list provided. Close-ended questions 


are very much popular because they provide greater uniformity of responses and 


are easier to process. The advantages of closed-ended questions are that they can 


select data on topics that are difficult to investigate; it is easy to quantify the results; 


they are simple to record; easy to answer; easy to administer and less time 


consuming (Grinell, 1988:317).  Although these questions have a number of 


advantages, they also have their disadvantages. For example, they are restrictive as 


there are only a few options to choose from and tend to be biased as some 


categories may be left out. To minimise the disadvantages, the researcher included 


open-ended questions in order to give respondent the opportunity to express their 


thoughts freely without constraints although these were only a few of this type of 


questions in the questionnaire. 


 
 In some of the items, questionnaire required respondents to choose the most 


appropriate response from their situation. The questionnaires have to be compiled 


by the respondents themselves (Wagner, 1998:15). 


 
The questionnaire covered areas of sanitation, provision of water, job opportunities, 


health, HIV and Aids awareness, education and the availability of its effective and 


efficient promotion, availability of recreational facilities, provision of all necessary 


basic services by the municipality, and the level of the infrastructure development.  


 


3.9 Limitations of the study  
 


Limitation of the study would be the extent at which this study will be conducted 


without limits that would make the findings to be achieved.  
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This study was limited by the temporary migration of the residents to other places in 


seeking for job opportunities. The study was confined to blacks, since there are no 


whites, coloureds or Indians in Disteneng squatter camp. The study has been limited 


by the time that was allocated. This type of study needs a thorough investigation into 


all the factors underpinning the condition. 


 
3.10 Ethical considerations 


 


According to Babbie (1995: 448), ethical consideration is defined as conforming to 


the standards of conducts have a given profession or group. 


 


The researcher made sure that participation was voluntary and respondents were 


not coerced to participate. Information provided was treated confidentially and the 


names of respondents were under no circumstances been revealed, it would not 


even be in the future. The analysis will therefore be written in a way that it is not 


possible to identify respondents. 


 


Before data collection, the purpose of the research was clearly spelled out to the 


respondents as it was indicated also in the questionnaires. In a situation where 


respondents are minors, parental consent to participate in the research was sought. 


In the following chapter, information regarding analysis of data is provided. 
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CHAPTER 4 
 


DATA PRESENTATION AND DATA ANALYSIS 


  


44..11..  IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn  


  


This chapter provides the results of the analysis of the situation in which the 


inhabitants of Disteneng squatter camp are experiencing on daily bases.    In order to 


gather reliable data about dimensions of poverty in informal settlements, structured 


interviews were used to collect data.   


 


Information was gathered through the distributed questionnaires and photos taken 


serves as evidence for poverty in Disteneng squatter camp. The results will enable 


us to deduce the severity of the problems related to dimension poverty and the 


measures that could be taken to ameliorate or reduce poverty in the Disteneng. 


 


During site visit, photos have been taken; observation has been made on the 


character of the settlement itself, lifestyle of the people, their standard of living and 


the activities taking place were observed.  


 


The results of the analysis will include the conditions in Disteneng squatter camp in 


terms of the demography specifically in relation to the number of respondents in the 


questionnaire. Reflection of the results about the condition of basic services i.e. the 


extent to which this community is serviced (municipality services), Employment 


(here results of the number in terms of statistics of the unemployed and the 


employed), employment skills and experience (the extent to which employed 


residents have been trained to skillfully perform certain tasks as well as their 


experience will be reflected). Their income will be shown, the extent to which they 


pursue formal educational knowledge, how they access health, their life style, the 


extent to which they access information, level of migration, status of the environment 


and lastly, conclusion in this regard will be provided. 
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4.2 Demography   


         


Table3: Demographic Characteristics of the Respondents 


Age Range Number of Respondents          % 


Less than 17 7 11.6 


18 – 25 7 11.6 


26 – 35  16 26.6 


36 – 45 16 26.6 


46- 54 11 18.3 


55-  3 5 


Total No of people answered 60  100 


 


Source: Author’s field Data, 2005 


 


Table 3 above indicates demographic characteristics of the respondents. Out of the 


60 people who got the chance to answer the questionnaire, 30 were youth, which is 


50% and 50% were adults. 11.6% were under the age of 17; 11.6% between 18 and 


25; 26.6% between 26 and 35; 26.6% between 36 and 45; 18.3% between 46 and 


54, and 5% were people above the age of 55. This is an indication that the age 


category found in Disteneng squatter camp is mainly concentrated within the ages 


from 26 to 45 consisting 53%. This age group is the most active section that needs 


economic development in order to start families or enhance the quality of their lives. 


 


Table 4: Analysis of the size of household 


 


Range of Household size 
(No of people) 


Number of Household  % 


3 and below 5 8.3 


4 – 7 35 58.3 


8 – 12 16 26.6 


13 and above 4 6.6 


Total 60 100 


 Source: Author’s field Data, 2005 
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The results from the table indicate that more than half of the people i.e. (58.3%) are 


living in the households of between 4 – 7 people.  


 


Most of the people reflected that they could only leave this area if they could get 


reliable employment or given the RDP houses in areas in which there are socio-


economic opportunities and this is so because they are not satisfied by the standard 


of life in Disteneng squatter camp. Table 5 indicates educational status of the people 


in this settlement. 


 


Table 5: Educational Status 


 


Level of Education Number of Respondent       % 


Complete Illiterate 10 16.6 


Lack Secondary education 20 33.3 


Have Secondary education 20 33.3 


Passed matric (Grade 12) 10 16.6 


Total 60 answered this question 100  


 


Source: Author’s field Data, 2005 


 


Table 5 explains the results of the questionnaires in relation to educational status 


and they were as follows: From 60 respondents who filled the questionnaires 16.6% 


were completely illiterate to an extent that the questions were read to them so that 


they could answer. Almost 33.3% of the 60 respondents did not manage to reach 


the secondary education and this meant that the questions had to be interpreted in 


their language so that they could understand the questions correctly and clearly. 


Other 33.3% respondents managed to reach secondary education, even though 


they did not reach grade 12 their problem with reading was minimal because they 


could read the questionnaire and provide answers. Only 16.6% of the 60 


respondents managed to pass Matric (Grade 12).  
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4.3 Basic services 
 
Because of the illegal status of the existence of the land in which they live, residents 


of Disteneng informal settlement do not receive government services such as water, 


drainage system, and sewerage and rubbish collection. And it is like this community 


has come to accept that they would not be given services they need since they 


occupied this land illegally. 


 


Poor sanitary conditions in Disteneng squatter camp contribute to deaths, mostly 


among infants and young children, every year. Access to water correlates with the 


survival of children under-five-years. Due to these conditions of services and life, 


about 93.3% respondents indicated that they are not satisfy by the standard of living 


in Disteneng squatter camp and are saying if they were supposed to pay for any 


service, they could not be able to make it.  


 


4.3.1. Housing  
 


The view of Disteneng squatter camp from a distance, more especially when 


standing in Nelson Mandela road, it is hard to see a concrete structure. What one 


notices are the shacks built of cheap boards, old corrugated iron, card boxes and 


some raw wood materials, (see appendix 3). 


 


Out of the 60 households visited, only 1.2% had concrete houses while the rest 


were shacks and those built of mud and what could also be seen is that the 


materials used to build those houses are highly flammable and could not even 


protect the people from cold and dust. The houses are too dense and close to each 


other that if one shack could burn, almost all the other houses could get be burnt: 


(see appendix 3).  


 


When one shack was burnt down the neighbours said they were also in fear that the 


fire could catch their shacks too. The neighbors whose shack is seen on the right on 


the photo (see appendix 4), said that the only reason why his did not catch fire was 


because it was built of corrugated iron and it does not react to little sparks of fire. 
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Most of the houses do not have plastered floor, instead the floor is just naturally 


dusty and usually covered with boxes. Almost 100% of the stands sizes in 


Disteneng squatter camp are as small as less than 225m2, which is equivalent to 


15m x 15m in length and breadth. 


  


The households were composed of more than one family. Almost 20% of the people 


interviewed indicated that they don’t have their own houses in Disteneng squatter 


camp; rather they are renting with the little money they get on a monthly basis, in 


someone‘s shack (see appendix 5). 


 


Though the house is built of concrete and does not have windows. The safety of the 


houses is not guaranteed. People suffer from excess heat. To poor inhabitants of  


Disteneng squatter camp, a house is only wanted for shelter since they have no 


other means for obtaining alternative things for which the house can be used. They 


have to use it for sleeping and cooking. But in the true sense, housing is not only 


geared towards accommodation. There are other varying activities, which they 


(houses) can be utilized for.  


 


4.3.2. Electricity 
 


Disteneng squatter camp has no electricity because of local Municipality could not 


allocate electricity to a land that has not been earmarked for household 


development. 


 


4.3.3. Water and sanitation 
 
During field visit, we saw a water tap that was poorly maintained. This tap could not 


close tightly, causing leakage of water, which ran all over the street. Leaking water 


runs through to the garbage that cause unpleasant smell and becomes a breeding 


place for mosquitoes and rodents.  


 


Though people suffer from lack of almost all basic services, water taps were not 


much of concern, but the concern was that these taps have water irregularly. (see 


appendix 6 how people queue for water the days that it is available in the tap). 
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4.3.4. Transport 
  


There is no easy access to individual shacks, meaning that cars cannot get into the 


area easily. This implies that this area is not even surveyed and demarcated for 


settlement. (see appendix 7). About 30% of the people said that the road they have 


is not properly looked after. The major gravel one is far from them and it is not 


maintained. 


 


If one wants to go to the city to do shopping or for work, they need to take an old taxi 


that comes in this camp of which they are neither safe nor comfortable (see 


appendix 6). But usually those who are working use these taxis since those who are 


not working cannot afford. If one needs to get better taxi, one has to risk the lives of 


the other people in the road by stopping the taxis from Seshego. This is because at 


the traffic lights there are no place for neither buses to stop and take people or is 


there a place reserved for taxis to stop. Table 6 indicates the traveling modes used 


by the residents to their respective work places. 60 people were considered in taking 


this sample.  


 


Table 6: Travelling Modes 


 


Categories Number of Respondents       % 


Foot 40 66.6 


Buses 14 23.3 


Taxis 5 8.3 


Private 1 1.6 


Bicycle 0 0 


Total 60 100 


                                               


Source: Author’s field Data, 2005 


 


Table 6 indicates the fact that the people in Disteneng squatter camp are so poor 


that above half of them 67% cannot afford to pay transport to their work places. The 


evidence is seen by the fact that, out of the total questionnaires distributed, 40 
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respondents indicated that they travel to work on foot. The reason could be that 


either they stay close to their work places or they don’t have money for transport. 


About 14 indicated that they use buses.  


 


Most of the people in Disteneng squatter camp viz. 23,3% use buses because they 


are more affordable than taxis whereas 8,3% use taxis and these are forced to use 


taxis because they work irregular hours and there would be no buses since they 


knock off late. Another reason for high usage of taxis was that buses are only found 


at specified times at the bus rank which is in Ladana and is too far from their work 


places. Only one respondent i.e.1.6% uses a private transport to work while none of 


the respondents use bicycles as a mode of transport. 


 


4.3.5. Health 
 
Good health is an end in itself and is no longer considered merely as a humanitarian 


value independent of the social environment. It is rather viewed more and more as 


an essential force for promoting socio-economic progress in any society.  


 


Health is really one of the major problems in Disteneng squatter camp since people 


are living in garbage conditions. Rats suffer from contagious diseases, which affect 


the people in Disteneng squatter camp. People burn rubbish in the very same spot 


and this exacerbates respiratory ailments. (see appendices 6 and 9). 


 


A health problem among these inhabitants is exacerbated by the fact that there is no 


health service provided, meaning that those who have no money bear their pains 


inside their shacks.  


 


Residents view uncollected garbage as the most cause of diseases in this area. 


Garbage is said to be having a pungent smell and serving as the breeding place for 


the rodents that eat their possessions inside the shacks and then transmit diseases 


as they eat their food. These piles of garbage also help the mosquitoes breeding in 


summer that transmit malaria to these people who cannot even get cure for 


themselves. Malaria is also caused by the fact that these people are compelled to 
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stay closer to the river with so many stagnant ponds because of the poverty, they 


cannot afford to buy house (see appendix 12).  


 


We all believe that good health can have quite significant connotation for economic 


development, which is often viewed as a means for economic advancement. Poor 


health in Disteneng squatter camp is imposing a direct burden on the households 


not only by putting an extra pressure on health care services around but also 


because poor health and poverty creates a vicious circle of “poverty- deprivation- ill 


health- poverty” in a mutually reinforcing manner. The cyclical illnesses of the 


children in Disteneng squatter camp arise from the same diseases giving rise to 


acute illness to them viz: diarrheas, cholera, dysentery, cold, cough and fever.  This 


is also indicated by (WHO: 1999) that lack of access to basic services plays a major 


part in the spread of diseases. 


 


4.3.6 Education 
 


About 87.3% of the children do not attend schools because there are no schools in 


Disteneng squatter camp. Parents do not afford to pay transport to take them to 


closer school, for example Seshego town, Lehae Labatho and Madiba Park, 


because most are not working. These caused the children to roam around in the 


squatter camp during the schooling time. (see appendix 10). 


 


For about 12.7% who go to school, many struggle in the morning since they have to 


hike for transport that could at least take them closer to the school for example at 


Millennium College which start from Grade1 to Grade12. Proportion of those 


receiving or granted free schooling is less to none and this revealing their poverty 


background to other students at school, which makes them not to be successful. 


They end up failing and dropping out of school because they can’t concentrate while 


worried about what they will eat during breaks and after school.  
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44..44..  CCoonnddiittiioonnaall  ffaaccttoorrss  ppoossiinngg  tthhrreeaattss  ttoo  lliiffee  iinn  DDiisstteenneenngg  ssqquuaatttteerr  ccaammpp  


  
4.4.1 Migration 
 
The researcher wanted to find out the duration of respondents’ stay in Disteneng 


squatter camp. The outcome as depicted in table 6, shows that out of 60 


respondents, 3% have got 6 years and above residing there. 6.6% have 1 to 5 


years, 7.2% indicated that they have only a year staying there. This indicates that 


people keep coming to Disteneng squatter camp and most of them do not stay for 


long time. 11.4% respondents have from 1 to 6 month while none of them indicated 


that they moved in just a week’s period.  


 


In response to the question as to whether they are planning to move out of 


Disteneng squatter camp, 27% indicated that they are not going to move while 9% 


indicated that the might move. Most of those who are planning to move out in future 


are indicating that it may not be earlier than 2008. Table 7 indicates how long these 


people have stayed at this informal settlement. 


 


Table 7: Duration of stay in the Disteneng squatter camp 


 


Years range Number of respondent in the 
Category 


% of respondents 


6 years & above 25 41.6 


1-5 Years 11 18.3 


1 year 22 36.7% 


1 – 6 Months 2 3.3 


TOTAL 60 100 


                                                               


Source: Author’s field Data, 2005 


 


Table 7 indicates that most of the people have a year and below staying in 


Disteneng squatter camp settlement. This is one of the major reasons why the 


standard of living in Disteneng squatter camp does not improve at a fast rate. New 
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people are always coming here, exchanging houses with those willing to leave the 


area. 


  


People migrated to this area for different reasons and to this question, 83.3% 


respondents indicated that they had seen the opportunity for employment in 


Polokwane. Four of them indicated that it was the availability of free land while only 


5% indicated that they came there because they thought that they would get an 


improved standard of living in Disteneng squatter camp because of its proximity to 


the city. 100% of these respondents came from all Districts in Limpopo province 


because of employment opportunities. 


 


About 50% of the respondents indicated that the government authority had made 


them aware of the consequences of staying in an illegal land, but it is just that they 


are obdurate because of the circumstance that they are facing in life. That makes 


them to stay in Disteneng squatter camp regardless of the risks. 


 


About 25.8% of these respondents still have families at their original villages to 


which they could still go and of which some of them still support those families by 


the little income that they generate every month. Others, instead of supporting the 


families that are far, brought their families to reside in Disteneng squatter camp. 


 
4.4.2 Environment 
 


Disteneng informal settlement is faced with poor environmental factors that 


predispose its inhabitants to poor health. Disteneng informal settlement is similar to 


others elsewhere in South Africa in terms of the prevailing environmental conditions 


and the nature of services they receive. Polokwane produces tons of solid wastes 


daily, but refuse collection service is limited especially in this informal settlement. In 


the end very little of this solid waste is collected and taken to designate dumpsites, 


i.e. only wastes in the legal areas are collected. 


 


The river eco-system is polluted by squatters who live in the flood plain and by the 


industrial effluence and discharges since this squatter settlement is closer to the 


industrial areas of Polokwane (see Appendix 10). The gases and noise released 
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from the industrial area jeopardizes the health of the people in Disteneng squatter 


camp because they tend to suffer from respiratory diseases and stresses since they 


don’t have time to relax in a quiet place. 


 


The squatters had caused the environment to wear out as they interact with it, 


example of the erosion as indicated in Appendix 11. This erosion has turned the 


cards against the shacks that are closer as the rain falls.  


 


The contribution of environmental factors to human mobility and mortality in 


Disteneng squatter camp is well acknowledged. Whether from a research or a 


programmatic perspective, it is clear that people living in unhygienic environments 


as indicated by poor drainage systems, non-existent sanitation, and piles of 


uncollected refuse, suffer higher levels of morbidity and mortality.  


 


Most of the residents in Disteneng squatter camp had indicated to be unsatisfied 


with the level of services and the standard of living in their neighbourhood. Table 8 


indicates how the residents responded satisfactory to the questions that were asked 


in the questionnaires distributed. 


 


Table 8: Residents satisfaction towards the standard of living 


 


Type of Services Number of satisfied 
residents 


% Number of unsatisfied  
residents 


% 


Employment 2 3.3 4 6.6 


Water 38 63.3 22 36.6 


Electricity 7 12 6  10 


Road 12 20 13  21.6 


Safety 1 1.6 7  11.6 


Housing 0 0 8 13.3 


TOTAL 60 100.2 60 100 


                                   


Source: Author’s field Data, 2005  


 


 55







4.5. Economic and empowerment characteristics  
 


4.5.1 Employment 
 


Nearly 40% of the respondents indicated that they either work in Nirvana or Ladana 


while there 60% who absolutely do not work. If one could visit Disteneng squatter 


camp early in the morning, usually before 8h00, one could find men and women at 


the traffic lights waiting for anyone who can come and pick them for temporary jobs, 


(see Appendix 8).  


 


Though the photo was not taken early in the morning, some people were still waiting 


at the traffic lights hoping for better chances. When asked why they wait there, they 


indicated that they were tired of looking for jobs in the industrial area and the city 


center since their effort has been unsuccessful. 


 


4.5.2. Employment skills and experience 
 


In all those 60 respondents, 89.7% indicated that they did not have any experience 


nor skill to do high-level jobs while 10.3% had indicated that they once have, in their 


lives been engaged in strategic jobs that empowered them through experience and 


some skill.  The table below indicates the status of skills in Disteneng squatter 


camp. 


 


Table 9: Experience and skills in relation to jobs 


 


Status on skills or  
Experience 


Number of respondents 
 


% of respondents 


No Experience nor Skills  54 89.7 


Experience / Skilled 6 10.3 


Total 60 100 


 


Source: Author’s field Data, 2005  
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4.5.3 Income 
 


Table 10 shows that 41.7% respondents indicated that their primary source of 


income is the industries that are around Polokwane. Another 25% are self- 


employed either in the city center, industrial area or areas around. About 17% 


respondents have indicated that the city center of Polokwane is their primary source 


of income. Almost 15% respondents regard domestic working as their primary 


source of income. Only 0.6% respondent indicated that the primary source of 


income is a pensioner whom they live with. Table 10 indicates the employment hubs 


for the people in Disteneng squatter camp. 


 


Table 10: Source of Income for the residents of Disteneng squatter camp 


 


Categories Number. of respondents       % 


Industrial Area in Polokwane 25 41.6 


Shops in the City centre 10 16.6 


Self employed 15 25 


Domestic workers 9 15 


Pensioners 1 1.6 


TOTAL 60 100 


                                                  


Source: Author’s field Data, 2005   


 


Table 10 depicts that most of the formerly employed people work in the industrial 


area within Polokwane and they are labourers without portfolios. Only one i.e. 1.6 % 


of the respondents was the pensioner who travel to Seshego to collect pension 


grant.  
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Table 11: Monthly households Income Categories in Disteneng squatter camp 


 


Income Range Number of Respondents under  
the Category 


    % 


R500 & below 26 43.3 


R510 – 750 10 16.6 


R760 – 1 000 15 25 


R1100 & above 9 15 


TOTAL 60 100 


                                          


Source: Author’s field Data, 2005  


  


Table 11 indicates the household income range of the people in Disteneng squatter 


camp. The table reflects that 43.3% of the households income in the Disteneng 


squatter camp earns less than R 500 per month and this answer the question as to 


why most of the people are living under poor conditions without improvement. About 


41.6% households have their income ranging between R510 and R1000. The other 


15% represent households whose monthly income could amount above R1000. 


About 68.3% households indicated that the income they receive could not satisfy 


their needs.  


 


4.5.4 Access to information   
 


During the interview it came to the fore that some of the residents in Disteneng 


squatter camp do not know as to whom the land they occupy belongs to. Others do 


not know their political leaders and as to whether there are civic structures in their 


areas. While 85% respondents said they have no civic structures in Disteneng 


squatter camp, 15% are not sure if it is there or not. 


 


Most of the people living in Disteneng squatter camp are not informed about areas 


in which they can access information and they do not even participate in social 


gatherings. That is the reason why most of them indicated that they don’t know the 


owner of the land that they are occupying, their ward number and councilor. About 
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81.7% respondents indicated that they did not even register for the up coming local 


government elections. The major reasons which made people not to register nor 


participate in decision making was that they are not sure as to whether they will still 


be here or not during voting date as they think that they might just decide to leave or 


be evicted. The other reason was their uncertainty as to whether they will be 


considered for a voting station as most of them do not want to go too far to vote. 


Lack of access to information is too detrimental and it plays a major role when it 


comes to hindering economic and social opportunities to this community. 


 


4.6 Conclusion 
 
In Disteneng squatter camp, poverty is characterized by hunger, lack of shelter, 


sicknesses and lack of access to medical treatment due to unavailability of doctors, 


not having access to school as there are no schools and illiteracy, unemployment, 


fear for the future and living in an uncertainty. The interaction of the researcher and 


the respondents during the completion of the questionnaires revealed the following 


information regarding the definition of poverty: 


 


 Unemployment of such individual; 


 Insufficient income; 


 The loss of parents, which resulted in them, lacking proper care. 


 


As it has been reflected the informal settlement’s inhabitants are without water, 


healthy food, unemployment, areas for recreational facilities, safety, peace, proper 


housing etc. All they have is simply hope that one day someone will come and 


provide them with means through which they can survive. The government’s 


approach of improving life for all South Africans by creating more job opportunities is 


what they think will eventually assist them.  


 


In relation to how life is in Disteneng squatter camp, chronic poverty is prevailing. 


People are living in poverty from generation to generation and it was not a cause of 


natural disaster or shock in a policy changes. The in habitants of this community 


(Disteneng squatter camp) experience unbearable hardships, as they are 
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unemployed. Thus the researcher classifies them under poverty stricken 


communities.  


 


According to the findings as reflected above housing, energy supply, safety and 


unemployment are the major concern of poverty in Disteneng squatter camp. 


Looking at all those current physical characteristics of Disteneng squatter camp, one 


can see that the area is really not conducive in terms of roads, housing, basic 


infrastructures and the natural environment. What people do from day to day in this 


area portray poverty in reality as the information-raised above also reflects whatever 


they experience.  Poverty in this informal settlement has been outlined and photos 


have been shown as evidence. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 
 
 
 
 


 60







CHAPTER 5 
 


INTERPRETATION OF THE RESEARCH FINDINGS 
 
5.1. Introduction 
 


This chapter interprets the findings and also assesses as to whether the research 


achieved the set goals or not. Interpretation has been done on the physical 


characteristics of Disteneng squatter camp, poverty dimensions (standard of living) 


and the multiple effects.  


 


The researcher portrays conditions that are related to poverty from the findings that 


had been laid down from the previous chapters. From the findings the researcher 


has identified three main facets, which are: 


 


 The income or consumption dimension,  


 The access to social services dimension, 


 The participatory dimension.  


 


The income dimension of poverty implies low levels of income or low levels of 


consumption that are socially unacceptable leading to other social problems. The 


social services dimension includes the lack of access to health-care, education, 


clean drinking water, decent housing, and healthy sanitation in the community. The 


participatory dimension includes the lack of a voice and political rights. This 


dimension considers people who lack the ability to participate in decisions making 


that directly affect their lives. It is based on the assumption that helplessness is a 


fundamental characteristic of poverty. 


 
5.2. Research findings  


 


The findings from other chapters indicated that many people have and are still 


migrating from their different origins to Polokwane City searching for employment in 


order to change their social status. Almost 70 percent of those who do not succeed 
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within the city centre go and live in Disteneng squatter camp, just a few kilometers 


away west from the city centre. 


 


This brings to the fore the fact that unemployment in most areas in Limpopo is the 


cause of increase in the population of Disteneng squatter camp settlement. People 


have exposed themselves to poor social living in this informal settlement because 


they do not have reliable source of income to take care of their basic needs. Those 


who do not work have no one to look after them and this made them to live in 


absolute poverty as defined by statistic South Africa. 


 


This makes unemployment the cause of poverty that comes in different dimensions 


in this squatter camp. Unemployment compels people to stay in a closest empty 


land that was found close to the city centre where there are no vast basic services 


nor any sign of development.  


 


Findings from what were discovered in Disteneng squatter camp are here aligned to 


the objectives and question the research set to address. 


 


5.2.1 Findings from the secondary data analysis 
  


Unemployment has been found to have an influence on the prevalence of poverty in 


Disteneng squatter camp and such a situation has been seen as intergenerational 


and difficult to address. Those mostly hit by the situation are children and the youth, 


as their parents are not able to feed them.  


 


The perception of the Disteneng squatter camp residents with regards to poverty 


has been defined as chronic because it is intergenerational and difficult to address. 


It was also found as being absolute since it is considered in terms of the inability of 


the whole community to command their basic needs. 


 


Literature review indicated, unemployment has been found to have influence on the 


prevalence of poverty in Disteneng squatter camp and the victims of this are mainly 


the children and youth. Furthermore literature indicated was that poverty is mostly 


seen on housing, has been proved being correct in Disteneng squatter camp. 
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As many authors viewed, we found that the childhood of many in Disteneng squatter 


camp has been disrupted by the difficulties of living in poverty with its related 


instability and uncertainty. Most of those who grow up in this squatter camp endure 


intolerable levels of overcrowding and scant social services. Many children are 


without food, often going to bed with empty stomachs. They end up involved in drug 


dealings, so their lives drift away. They grow up in unsafe environments and 


establish new identities as criminals, murderers, rapists, prostitutes, hijackers, or 


bank robbers. Most of the youth are forced by their social-economic conditions to 


turn to risky conduct in order to survive.  While many are dying because of the AIDS 


epidemic, the question that might be asked is: what they could have become, if they 


had been attended to and cared for. 


 
5.2.2 Research findings from the ground 


 


5.2.2.1 Findings on demography 
 


When analyzing the demographic structure and migration history in Disteneng 


informal settlement, what we got was that most of the people in this squatter camp 


were between the ages of 1 to 45. The study revealed that people of ages 16 to 35 


are predominant in the Disteneng squatter camp. These age groups are engaged in 


child bearing, it seems as if they are highly sexually active. Those in higher age 


categories i.e., 30 and above are rarely found during the day as they go out to seek 


employment in town.  


 


The majority of people in Disteneng are not working and their children do not attend 


school. They do not take education as one of their primary needs because it is 


expensive and they regard it is as time consuming. 


  


From the findings, the dependency ratio is very high since these conditions are 


prevailing. The dependency ratio of a person who might be earning less than five 


hundred rand a month is usually around 1: 6 or worse. These conditions also 


influence the high illiteracy rate because it has become difficult for one person to 


support about six people with the little that s/he earns.  
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Approximately 62% respondents indicated that they have started families in the 


squatter, and children were born under the same conditions. Almost 28% 


respondents already had families from where they come from, and they fail giving 


them the necessary support they need i.e. socially and financially. There is almost 


12% who had come with their immediate family members since their stay here was 


not on vacation but job hunting. The children that had been brought here along with 


their parent they suffers from socially aligned problems such as school absenteeism 


and those mmoosstt  unfortunate finally drop out.  The majority, almost 59% of residents of 


the Disteneng squatter are coming from the Capricorn district. High rate of 


unemployment had pushed them to this unkempt condition, living their families and 


houses behind. This deduction had been found during the administration of 


questionnaires in the area. 


 


The study revealed that 48% of households have migrated to Disteneng squatter 


camp next to Polokwane city for job opportunities. Over 80% of the respondents 


have indicated that they are living in harmony amongst each other, 


 
5.2.2.2 Findings on social and economic conditions 
 


The findings regarding the socio-economic indication in Disteneng informal 


settlement reveal that socially, there is no clear barrier or indication of difference in 


terms of behavior of young people and some adults socialize by drinking alcohol and 


smoking together. Lack of adequate finance contributes to lack of proper parental 


care by adults.  The lifestyle of young people is a time reflection of the adults in the 


Disteneng squatter camp. 


 


As indicated above, the unemployment coupled with low monthly income has been 


discovered in Disteneng squatter camp. Among other factors, they cause countless 


poverty related problems, for instance:  


 


1. Sometimes children who are left at home spend the whole day without any 


thing to eat as a result of shortage of bread. 
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2.  Health problems where by a person does not even have money to take his / 


her child to clinic. 


 


These two circumstances had been seen in Disteneng squatter camp 
driving many people to ill health and malnutrition and there after, death 
comes at a youthful age to many.  
 


From the findings, it was revealed that the households in Disteneng squatter camp 


use short-term strategies to ensure household food security for daily survival. These 


strategies included borrowing money (from friends’/ relatives/ neighbors/ money-


lenders) to buy food, borrowing food from neighbors/ friends, purchasing food on 


credit, relying on help from friends / neighbours and maternal buffering (i. e. mothers 


limiting their food intake to ensure children get enough food to eat). The short term 


coping strategies used by households have placed them in a more vulnerable 


position with regards to longer-term option.  


 


Poverty perpetuates and influences committing of crime in this informal settlement. 


The poor and unemployed get bored during the day and they engage themselves in 


drugs and alcohol. Drug dealers take advantage of using squatter camps as a base 


and target youth to sell drugs, because police cannot easily access or monitor them.  


 


5.2.2.3 Findings on basic services  
 


The condition that is faced in terms of inaccessibility to basic services and other 


facilities is very key to the community in Disteneng squatter camp. The visibility and 


availability of RDP houses in this area bears evidence to the fact that basic needs 


such as housing still pose a great challenge to this settlement. When referring to 


appendices, houses are the ones that denote poverty and not calling for our 


sympathy but action. When one is living under poverty like in Disteneng squatter 


camp, building luxurious houses is too difficult. Mud houses, corrugated houses, 


card-box houses and other shacks were the evidence of poverty in this area. 


 


Unavailability of basic clean water in the tap on the street is the very deep-seated 


reason why the people in Disteneng squatter camp have manageable rate of people 
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that get sick of diseases such as cholera. If something could go wrong on that tap, 


people are forced to go to the river to fetch water as they are very close to it. The 


fact that Disteneng squatter camp has neither sanitation system nor storm drainage 


system causes the garbage and the content of their shallow toilets to run down to 


the stream. Wastes from the burst sewerages from the industrial area and the city 


itself also go to this stream. All these reasons make living in Disteneng squatter 


camp without this tap more dangerous than any other case one can relate.  


 


The lack of communication network has been also proved to have an influence on 


poor community interaction and recreation. This is revealed by the unavailability of 


telecommunication such as phones, post office and internet cafes, and access roads 


that would allow people to go to their desired point in time and with ease. The road 


that is close to this settlement has been found to bring more grief than being a life 


changer, it compromise the safety of the people especially children. Many people 


died trying to cross to the other side where there are needed services. 


 


The absence of public facilities such as play ground and community halls in 


Disteneng squatter camp exacerbates poverty because it limits the way that people 


could meet and share ideas to fight their worst enemies which is poverty and social 


malady.  


 


The findings reveal that one of the things that is making people not to start their own 


businesses was the absence of any form of energy and electricity. Very few people 


have afforded to buy batteries and solar system. Whist having a solar system would 


make one’s life easier as far as electricity is concerned, however owning it would 


also mean inviting criminals who steal the system to sell in order to get money for 


survival. 


 


The socio-economy has been found to have a close tie to the general physical and 


natural environment. As poverty strikes, people look around to the surrounding 


environment, they check as what is it that they can use in the environment to fight 


back poverty. This is what people in Disteneng squatter camp did, they de-bush the 


whole natural flora around them to build their houses or make fire for cooking. The 
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residents have no waste removal system and they decided to take some of the 


garbage to the natural ecosystem.  


 


5.3. Policy intervention 
 


From the intervention perspective much, has been done to see as to which are the 


measures in place to tackle poverty and its associated problems. What was found 


was that in Polokwane and South Africa as a whole, there are a lot of policies that 


had been developed to solve problems of the same kind as experienced in 


Disteneng squatter camp, but the problem is: much attention is put on curing the 


symptoms and not taking out the roots of the problem itself. 


 


What transpired through out this study was that the root of the problem was the lack 


of job opportunities that lead to poor standard of living in the rural areas. The 


government tried to solve this through decentralization policy. Decentralization was 


effective but it was found to be late to reverse the informal settlements and their 


characterizing poor conditions. 


 


Some of the policies that are designed nationally, provincially and at the municipal 


level had no provisions for the informal settlement and this is the reason why most 


of the problems in Disteneng squatter camp have not been solved yet though it is 


close to a biggest provincial economic hub (Polokwane).   


 


5.4. Conclusion 
 


The illegal status of the residents in Disteneng squatter camp and poor employment 


opportunities in the rural areas and in Polokwane has been found to be the reason 


why people are living in poverty in this squatter camp. When people are living in a 


squatter camp it is most often that they do not get basic services such as schools, 


houses, health and other community facilities. It is very difficult for any government 


department say for example, Department of Education may consider providing a 


school in the Disteneng squatter camp but it would not because the land is not as 


yet an officially declared settlement. When people are not employed or earn very 


little from their employment, they are not able to buy food adequately or even get 
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quality health care. This state of affairs results in affecting the behavioral patterns of 


the residents of the squatter camp.  
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CHAPTER 6 
 


CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
6.1 Conclusion 
 


The situation in Disteneng squatter camp makes us to conclude that dimension of 


poverty is indeed a challenge to the planners and managers in Polokwane 


Municipality.  


 


It is unfortunate that though we have the Spatial Development Framework, 


Integrated Development Planning (IDP) and a Town Planning Scheme for 


Polokwane Local Municipality (PLM), the city seems to be not well equipped to solve 


the problems that are experienced in Disteneng squatter camp. This also informs us 


that the municipal by-laws in Polokwane Local Municipality are not being 


implemented, otherwise are not effective enough to eradicate informal settlements. 


All these facts put to the fore that city planners and managers in Polokwane have 


failed to meet this challenge up to so far.  


 


If nothing is done soon, the people of Disteneng squatter camp will deteriorate in 


terms of health while their economical contribution will never be felt in Limpopo. 


They will always be a burden to the population of Limpopo. The government will lose 


more money on these people if they keep reacting only when there are disasters in 


areas like these, instead of solving the problem while it is still fresh.  


 


The case study reveals the multi-dimensionality of poverty that includes 


unemployment lack of basic needs such as health facilities, water and sanitation, 


housing, electricity and the main problem is extreme vulnerability. 


 


The children took it upon themselves to fight poverty by going to look for food at 


nearby suburbs and also for scavenging at rubbles of garbage so that they could get 


something to eat. Youth involved themselves in drugs and girls in prostitution; many 


children in Disteneng squatter camp experience a life of residential instability 


because of poverty and lack of economic security.  


 69







At the same time, the study also highlights the danger that this settlement is not 


conducive for human habitation. The settlement is situated along a busy road, 


Mandela Driveway between Seshego Town and Polokwane City. There was a 


number of cases reported of children be knocked down by cars while playing along 


the road. The river ecosystem is polluted by squatters who live in the flood plain and 


by the industrial effluence and discharges since this squatter settlement is closer to 


the industrial areas of Polokwane.  


 


The respondents confirmed that they live on an illegal land that has not been 


proclaimed a residential area by the Polokwane Local Municipality. It would be 


difficult to put blame on the Polokwane Local Municipality for failing to provide the 


required basic services on a land that has not been proclaimed for human 


settlement. 


 


6.2. Recommendations  
 


First and foremost, a feasibility study should be made with regard to the 


conduciveness of the area currently occupied by the residents of Disteneng squatter 


camp. Such a study would be done to find out the strength of the soil, possibilities 


for future further development of the area. Stands have to be allocated but people 


have to be allowed to occupy them only when they are fully developed in terms of 


constructed roads, availability of water taps and facilities for educational purposes.  


 


Secondly, the Polokwane Local Municipality should make use of an open land 


adjacent to Disteneng squatter camp settlement and Seshego Town, in order to 


provide low-income housing. 


 


In relation to life style, people in Disteneng squatter camp have to be taught 


responsibility. They have to know that democracy goes with accountability and 


responsibility. There should be workshops to make all people aware about the 


dangers of using drugs and child pregnancy. The neighboring hospital should have a 


program of action to constantly visit these people and workshop them. 
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In relation to safety and crime, it is recommendable that information about 


community policing be disseminated to all residents of Disteneng squatter camp. 


There should be workshops conducted by the Department of Safety and Security in 


which they can inform the community about the consequences of committing crime. 


Community policing forums have to be formed. The community can be provided with 


a mobile police station and members of the Disteneng squatter camp community 


can be requested to volunteer and serve as assistants. 


 


For education, it would be of greater help if the Department of Education can 


establish and reinforce early childhood development program in order to prepare the 


children for life long learning programs. There should be pre-school, crèche and 


primary school.  


 


On Health, it is recommended that a mobile clinic be available for the Disteneng 


squatter camp community. There should be campaigns focusing in bringing 


awareness to the residents about the dangers of HIV and AIDS, cholera, diarrhea, 


STI and other diseases. Interested people should be trained on how to use first aid. 


It is also recommended that department of Health and Social Development provide 


food parcel to the unemployed families.  


 


For people to get employed and to be self-employed there should be skills 


development program. People in this community should be trained to do certain 


jobs. For example, carpentry, brick laying, farming, operating computers etc.  


 


To improve the socio- economic conditions of the households there is a need to 


come up with the Local Economic Development strategy that would be implemented 


as it was outlined in the Municipal System Act 2000 in order to reduce 


unemployment and poverty in the Polokwane Local Municipality (PLM).  


 


Since it is also difficult for the residents to move from one place to another, it is 


imperative for the Local municipality to organize a bus company to travel via the 


Disteneng squatter camp. Taxi associations can also be contacted and negotiations 


be made in regard to them establishing a taxi line to and from Polokwane. 
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The community should have an access to information. Business people can be 


contacted and be informed to provide the Disteneng squatter camp with the unused 


newspapers. Government newsletters and other empowering information of what 


should be made available. 


 


Through community workshops and cleanliness campaign the community members 


have to be made aware about the importance of keeping the environment clean. 


There should be time where they are encouraged to clean the whole community by 


removing litter and all sorts of things that cause both air and water pollution.  


 


Provision of water, sanitation, roads and all basic needs can better the lives of many 


people living in Disteneng squatter camp. Reduction of street kids, promotion of 


respect for morals and values, is what can help the many people of this (Disteneng) 


informal settlement.  


 


Given the vitality of better life for all as also propagated and advanced by the state in 


its national affairs activities, it makes sense that there should be efficacy, validity, 


reliability and efficiency in providing land for better settlement by the inhabitants of 


Disteneng. The development of the Disteneng squatter camp  crucially depends 


upon how both the National and the Provincial government views the conditions in 


which the squatters live as well as their experiences. 
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AAppppeennddiixx  11::  MMaapp  ooff  tthhee  SSttuuddyy  aarreeaa  
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AAppppeennddiixx  22::  QQuueessttiioonnnnaaiirree  ddiissttrriibbuutteedd  ttoo  tthhee  ccoommmmuunniittyy  ooff  DDiisstteenneenngg  


iinnffoorrmmaall  sseettttlleemmeenntt  


  


FFaaccuullttyy  ooff  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt  SScciieenncceess  aanndd  LLaaww  


UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  LLiimmppooppoo  


RReesseeaarrcchh  qquueessttiioonnnnaaiirree  


CCoommppiilleedd  bbyy  NNkkwwiinniikkaa  ZZooddwwaa   


  


  


Dear Respondent 


 


This research is on the Dimensions of poverty in informal settlement, a case study 


of Disteneng squatter camp, Polokwane local Municipality Capricorn district 


Municipality, Limpopo Province. This information supplied in this research will be 


treated strictly confidential. Please kindly supply information on the following 


questions.  


 


Please mark (x) where is applicable. 


 


 


 


 


  


((AA))  RReessppoonnddeenntt’’ss  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  


  


11..  IInn  wwhhiicchh  aaggee      bbrraacckkeett  


ddoo  yyoouu  ffaallll??  


  


  


  


22..  WWhhaatt  iiss  yyoouurr  ggeennddeerr??    


  


LLeessss  


tthhaann  


1177  


  1177--2255    2266--3355    3366--4455    4466--5555    5566  >>    


MM    FF    







 84


33..  WWhhaatt  iiss  yyoouurr  lleevveell  ooff  eedduuccaattiioonn??    


  


    


  


  


  


(B)  General  information(B) General information  


  


44..  HHooww  mmaannyy  aarree  yyoouu  iinn  yyoouurr  HHoouusseehhoolldd??  


  


55..  HHooww  mmaannyy  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  yyoouurr  ffaammiillyy  ffaallll  iinn  eeaacchh  ooff  tthheessee  


ccaatteeggoorriieess??  


  


  


  


  


  


66..  WWhheerree  iiss  tthhee  pprriimmaarryy  ssoouurrccee  ooff  iinnccoommee  iinn  yyoouurr  hhoouusseehhoolldd??  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


NNoott  eedduuccaatteedd    


GGrraaddee  11--77    


GGrraaddee  88--1111    


PPaasssseedd  GGrraaddee  1122    


TTeerrttiiaarryy  eedduuccaattiioonn    


11  --33    44  --77    88  --1122    1133>>    


CCaatteeggoorryy  NNoo  


WWoorrkkeerr//ss    


PPeennssiioonneerr//


ss  


  


SSttuuddeenntt//ss    


CChhiilldd//rreenn    


IInndduussttrriiaall  aarreeaa    


SShhooppss  iinn  tthhee  CCiittyy    


DDoommeessttiicc  WWoorrkkeerr    


PPeennssiioonneerr    


SSeellff  EEmmppllooyyeedd    


OOtthheerr  SSppeecciiffyy  
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77..  WWhhaatt  iiss  yyoouurr  hhoouusseehhoolldd  iinnccoommee  rraannggee  ppeerr  mmoonntthh??  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


88..  DDooeess  tthhiiss  iinnccoommee  ssaattiissffyy  yyoouurr  hhoouusseehhoolldd??  


  


      


99..  DDoo  yyoouu  hhaavvee  wwoorrkk  eexxppeerriieennccee  oorr  sskkiillllss??    


  


  


1100..  IIff  wwoorrkkiinngg  hhooww  ddooeess  yyoouu  ttrraavveell  ttoo  wwoorrkk??  


  


  


  


  


  


  


1111..  WWhhaatt  ttyyppee  ooff  hhoouussee  ddoo  yyoouu  hhaavvee??    


  


  


  1122..  WWhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  ssiizzee  ooff  yyoouurr  


pplloott??  


  


RR5500  --RR110000    


RR111100  --  RR220000    


RR221100  --  RR330000    


RR331100  --  RR440000    


RR441100  --  RR550000    


RR551100  ––  RR11  000000    


RR11110000  aanndd  aabboovvee    


YYeess    NNoo    


YYeess    NNoo    


PPrriivvaattee  


ttrraannssppoorrtt  


  


TTaaxxii      


BBuuss      


BBiiccyyccllee    


OOnn  ffoooott    


SShhaacckk    MMuudd    CCeemmeenntt    


330000mm22//  


lleessss  


  330011--


550000mm22  


  550011--


660000mm22  


  660000mm22  


>>  
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  1133..  WWhhiicchh  ooff  tthheessee  bbaassiicc  sseerrvviicceess  //  ffaacciilliittiieess  ddoo  yyoouu  hhaavvee??  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


1144..  AArree  tthhee  bbaassiicc  sseerrvviicceess//  ffaacciilliittiieess  rreegguullaarrllyy  mmaaiinnttaaiinneedd  iiff  aarree  


tthheerree??  


  


  


1155..  DDoo  yyoouu  aaffffoorrdd  ttoo  ppaayy  ffoorr  tthheessee  sseerrvviicceess??    


  


  


1166..  DDoo  yyoouu  ccooppee  wwiitthh  tthhee  lliivviinngg  ccoonnddiittiioonnss  iinn  DDiisstteenneenngg??    


  


  


1188..  WWhhiicchh  ooff  tthheessee  pprroobblleemmss  ddoo  yyoouu  eexxppeerriieennccee  mmoosstt??  


  


  


  


  


  


  


1199..  HHooww  mmaannyy  cchhiillddrreenn  ddoo  yyoouu  kknnooww  tthhaatt  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  kknnoocckkeedd  ddoowwnn  bbyy  


ccaarrss  ttrryyiinngg  ttoo  ppaassss  NNeellssoonn  MMaannddeellaa  RRooaadd  bbeettwweeeenn  22000044  aanndd  22000055??  


  


  


  


  


  


2200..  DDoo  yyoouu  kknnooww  aabboouutt  bbiirrtthh  ccoonnttrrooll  mmeeaassuurreess??  


WWaatteerr  ssuuppppllyy    


EElleeccttrriicciittyy    


SSaanniittaarryy  ssyysstteemm    


WWaassttee  ddiissppoossaall    


AAcccceessss  rrooaaddss    


RRDDPP  HHoouussee    


CCoommmmuunniittyy  


CCeennttrree  


  


YYeess    NNoo    


YYeess    NNoo    


YYeess    NNoo    


NNoo  ffoooodd    


IIllll  hheeaalltthh    


CCrriimmee    


NNoo  


sscchhoooollss  


  


NNoo  wwaatteerr    


LLeessss  tthhaann  55    


55  --1100    


1100--2200    


MMoorree  tthhaann  


2200  


  


YYeess    NNoo    
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2211..  DDoo  yyoouu  kknnooww  aannyy  ffaammiillyy  wwiitthh  aa  ppeerrssoonn  wwhhoo  iiss  aaffffeecctteedd  oorr  


iinnffeecctteedd  bbyy  HHIIVV--AAIIDDSS??    


  


2222..  HHaavvee  yyoouu  eevveerr--eexxppeerriieenncceedd  ddrruugg  sseelllliinngg  oorr  pprroossttiittuuttiioonn??  


  


2233..  AArree  tthheerree  cchhiillddrreenn  yyoouu  kknnooww  ggooiinngg  ttoo  bbeedd  wwiitthhoouutt  ffoooodd??  


  


2244..  DDoo  yyoouu  ccoonnssiiddeerr  yyoouurr  hhoouusseehhoolldd  ppoooorr??  


  


IIff  yyeess,,  wwhhyy??…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  


  


2255..  HHooww  lloonngg  hhaavvee  yyoouu  bbeeeenn  ssttaayyiinngg  iinn  DDiisstteenneenngg??    


  


    


  


  


  


  


  2266..  AArree  yyoouu  ppllaannnniinngg  ttoo  lleeaavvee  tthhiiss  aarreeaa??  


  


  


  


IIff  yyeess??    wwhheenn  


  


  


YYeess    NNoo    


YYeess    NNoo    


YYeess    NNoo    


YYeess    NNoo    


11  WWeeeekk    


11--66  MMoonntthh    


AA  yyeeaarr    


11--55  yyeeaarrss    


66  yyeeaarrss  >>    


YYeess    NNoo    


IInn  3300  ddaayyss    66  mmoonntthh  IInn  aa  yyeeaarr    IInn  ttwwoo  yyeeaarrss    


YYeess    NNoo    
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2277..  DDoo  yyoouu  ssttiillll  hhaavvee  aa  hhoouussee  aatt  yyoouurr  hhoommee  vviillllaaggee??  


  


2288..  DDiidd  yyoouu  bbrriinngg  ssoommee  ooff  yyoouurr  ffaammiillyy  mmeemmbbeerrss  hheerree??  


  


2299..  IIff  nnoo,,  ddiidd  yyoouu  eexxppeerriieennccee  ffaammiillyy  bbrreeaakkddoowwnn??  


  


3300..  IIff  hhaavviinngg  cchhiillddrreenn,,  aarree  tthheeyy  aabbllee  ttoo  aatttteenndd  sscchhoooollss  


nneeaarrbbyy??  


  


3311..  DDoo  yyoouu  aallssoo  ssuuppppoorrtt  tthhee  ffaammiillyy  aatt  hhoommee??  


  


IIff  yyeess,,  aarree  yyoouu  ccooppiinngg  wweellll  ttoo  ssuuppppoorrtt  ttwwoo  ffaammiilliieess??  


  


3322..  TToo  wwhhoomm  iiss  tthhee  llaanndd  yyoouu  aarree  lliivviinngg  iinn  bbeelloonnggss??    


  


  


                                                                                                                                                                  


  


3333..  HHooww  iiss  tthhee  rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp  aammoonnggsstt  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ccuullttuurreess  iinn  


hheerree??      


    


  


  


3344..  WWhhyy  hhaavvee  yyoouu  mmiiggrraatteedd  ttoo  DDiisstteenneenngg??  


  


  


  


  


YYeess    NNoo    


YYeess    NNoo    


YYeess    NNoo    


YYeess    NNoo    


YYeess    NNoo    


MMuunniicciippaall  llaanndd    


PPrriivvaattee  llaanndd    


CCoommmmuunnaall  llaanndd    


GGoooodd      BBaadd    


UUnnaavvaaiillaabbiilliittyy  ooff  llaanndd  eellsseewwhheerree    


OOppppoorrttuunniittyy  ffoorr  eemmppllooyymmeenntt  iinn  


PPoollookkwwaannee  


  


AAvvaaiillaabbiilliittyy  ooff  ffrreeee  llaanndd  iinn  


DDiisstteenneenngg  


  


IImmpprroovveedd  ssttaannddaarrdd  ooff  lliivviinngg    
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3355..  WWhhiicchh  DDiissttrriicctt  MMuunniicciippaalliittyy  iinn  LLiimmppooppoo  ddoo  yyoouu  ccoommee  ffrroomm??    


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


3366..  DDoo  yyoouu  hhaavvee  cciivviicc  ssttrruuccttuurreess  iinn  DDiisstteenneenngg??  


  


3377..  DDoo  yyoouu  kknnooww  yyoouurr  llooccaall  mmuunniicciippaalliittyy  ooffffiicceess??  


  


  


3399..  DDoo  yyoouu  kknnooww  yyoouurr  WWaarrdd  CCoouunncciilllloorr??  


  


4400..  DDiidd  yyoouurr  ccoommmmuunniittyy  eevveerr  ttrryy  aaccqquuiirriinngg  BBaassiicc  SSeerrvviicceess  ffrroomm  


tthhee  aauutthhoorriittiieess??  


  


4411..  DDoo  yyoouu  kknnooww  wwhhoo  ttoo  ccoonnttaacctt  wwhheenn  yyoouu  nneeeedd  sseerrvviicceess??  


  


4422..  DDiidd  tthhee  MMuunniicciippaalliittyy  //  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  aauutthhoorriittyy  ccaauuttiioonneedd  


yyoouu  aabboouutt  yyoouurr  ssttaayy  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  aarreeaa??  


  


4433..  HHaavvee  yyoouu  rreeggiisstteerreedd  ffoorr  tthheessee  ccoommiinngg  llooccaall  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  


eelleeccttiioonnss??  


  


  


4444..  DDoo  yyoouu  aatttteenndd  mmeeeettiinnggss  wwiitthh  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  ccaatteeggoorriieess??    


  


  


  


  


  


CCaapprriiccoorrnn    


VVhheemmbbee    


SSeekkhhuukkhhuunnee    


WWaatteerrbbeerrgg    


MMooppaannii    


BBoohhllaabbeellaa    


OOrr  ootthheerr  


PPrroovviinncceess  


  


YYeess    NNoo    


YYeess    NNoo    


YYeess    NNoo    


YYeess    NNoo    


YYeess    NNoo    


YYeess    NNoo    


YYeess    NNoo    


CCoommmmuunniittyy    


MMuunniicciippaall  


lleeaaddeerrss  


  


PPoolliittiiccaall  lleeaaddeerrss    







  


4455..  DDoo  yyoouu  eexxppeerriieennccee  ggrroouupp  ffiigghhttss  


  


4466..  DDoo  yyoouu  eexxppeerriieennccee  rroobbbbeerryy  oorr  tthheefftt??  


  


4477..  IIff  yyeess,,  iiss  tthhee  ccoommmmuunniittyy  ddooiinngg  ssoommeetthhiinngg  ttoo  ssttoopp  tthhiiss??    


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


YYeess    NNoo    


YYeess    NNoo    


YYeess    NNoo    
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AAppppeennddiixx  33::  SShhaacckkss  bbuuiilltt  ooff  cchheeaapp  mmaatteerriiaallss    


  


                  
  


SSoouurrccee::  AAuutthhoorr’’ss  ffiieelldd  pphhoottoo,,  22000055  
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AAppppeennddiixx  44::  OOnnee  ooff  tthhee  bbuurrnntt  sshhaacckkss  


  


                      
  


SSoouurrccee::  AAuutthhoorr’’ss  ffiieelldd  pphhoottoo,,  22000055  
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AAppppeennddiixx  55::  OOnnee  ooff  tthhee  rreenntteedd  hhoouusseess  


  


      
  


    SSoouurrccee::  AAuutthhoorr’’ss  ffiieelldd  pphhoottoo,,  22000055  
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AAppppeennddiixx  66::  WWaatteerr  TTaapp  iinn  tthhee  mmiidd  ooff  tthhee  rrooaadd  cclloossee  ggaarrbbaaggee  


  


  
  


SSoouurrccee::  AAuutthhoorr’’ss  ffiieelldd  pphhoottoo,,  22000055  
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AAppppeennddiixx  77::  PPaatthh  tthhaatt  lleeaadd  ttoo  NNeellssoonn  MMaannddeellaa  RRooaadd  


  


  
  


SSoouurrccee::  AAuutthhoorr’’ss  ffiieelldd  pphhoottoo,,  22000055  
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AAppppeennddiixx  88::  PPeeooppllee  wwaaiittiinngg  ttoo  bbee  ppiicckkeedd  uupp  bbyy  ppootteennttiiaall  eemmppllooyyeerrss  


  


  
  


SSoouurrccee::  AAuutthhoorr’’ss  ffiieelldd  pphhoottoo,,  22000055  
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AAppppeennddiixx  99::  RRuubbbbllee  ooff  GGaarrbbaaggee  cclloossee  ttoo  sshhaacckkss  


  


    
  


SSoouurrccee::  AAuutthhoorr’’ss  ffiieelldd  pphhoottoo,,  22000055  
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AAppppeennddiixx  1100::  NNeegglleecctteedd  cchhiillddrreenn  wwhhoo  ddoo  nnoott  ggoo  ttoo  sscchhooooll    


  


    
  


SSoouurrccee::  AAuutthhoorr’’ss  ffiieelldd  pphhoottoo,,  22000055  
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AAppppeennddiixx  1111::  LLoonneellyy  cchhiillddrreenn  aalloonngg  tthhee  ttaarrrreedd  bbuussyy  rrooaadd  


  


  
  


Source: Author’s field photo, 2005 
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AAppppeennddiixx  1122: Environment in relation to industries and settlement 


  


 
 


Source: Author’s field photo, 2005 
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AAppppeennddiixx  1133::  EErroossiioonn  tthhaatt  rreessuulltteedd  ffrroomm  ssqquuaatttteerrss’’  ppaatthh  


  


  
  


SSoouurrccee::  AAuutthhoorr’’ss  ffiieelldd  pphhoottoo,,  22000055  
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AAppppeennddiixx  1144::    DDiirrttyy  wwaatteerr  tthhaatt  ccoommeess  ffrroomm  tthhee  rruubbbblleess  ooff  ggaarrbbaaggee    


    nneexxtt  ttoo  tthhee  sshhaarrkkss  
 


 
  


SSoouurrccee::  AAuutthhoorr’’ss  ffiieelldd  pphhoottoo,,  22000055  
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AAPPPPEENNDDIIXX  1155::  DDiisstteenneenngg  ssqquuaatttteerr  ccaammpp  cchhiillddrreenn’’ss  wwiitthhoouutt  sscchhoooolliinngg  
                           


 


  


SSoouurrccee::  AAuutthhoorr’’ss  ffiieelldd  pphhoottoo,,  22000055  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


 103







AAppppeennddiixx  1166::  PPaarrtt  ooff  DDiisstteenneenngg  ssqquuaatttteerr  ccaammpp  ffrroomm  tthhee  AArriiaall  vviieeww  


  


  


  


SSoouurrccee::  AAuutthhoorr’’ss  ffiieelldd  pphhoottoo,,  22000055  
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AAppppeennddiixx  1177::  AArriiaall  vviieeww  ooff  DDiisstteenneenngg  ssqquuaatttteerr  ccaammpp  


  


  


  


SSoouurrccee::  AAuutthhoorr’’ss  ffiieelldd  pphhoottoo,,  22000055  
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